
CITY OF MAYER 
CITY COUNCIL WORKSHOP MEETING 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2021 

AFTER REGULARLY SCHEDULED CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

1. Call Meeting to Order
2. Public Works – Wheel Loader Purchase
3. Fire Department – Training Containers
4. Adjournment
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City Council - Workshop Memorandum 
 
Item: Wheel Loader Purchase - 2021  
 
Meeting Date:  February 22, 2021    
Presented By: Kyle Kuntz, Public Works Lead 
 
Recommendations/Council Action/Motion Requested: 
To listen to a powerpoint presentation from the public works department on the need to purchase a 
Wheel Loader.   
 
Attachments:  
Powerpoint Presentation.   
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Wheel Loader 
Purchase 2021
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Why do we 
need one?

 The loader is a heavy construction piece of 
equipment that will make current public works 
tasks more efficient
 Will allow one public works employee to do a 

greater amount of work than what they would 
be able to do with just a skid loader

 Snow removal
 Downtown, cul-de-sacs, and parking lots

 Compost site maintenance
 Achieve a higher quality compost

 Loading and hualing
 Miscellaneous tasks
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Snow Removal...
 Loader will be outfitted with a snowplow and snow 

pusher attachment all in one

 This attachment will be able to push a large amount 
of snow a long distance
 This will cut back on the time it takes to remove 

snow downtown
 Currently this process is the most time 

consuming due to the type of equipment 
being used and the lack of areas to pile 
snow

 Fast efficient way to plow cul-de-sacs
 Loading out snow

 Downtown and cul-de-sacs

 Equiped with a 3-yard bucket
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Compost Site...

 With the correct piece of 
equipment, the city can start 
producing a high-quality 
compost.
 Pushing up the brush

 Turned Windrow Composting
 Mix the whole windrow once to 

twice a week

 Compost can be given away to 
residents and used for projects in 
our city parks
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Compost Site...
7



Compost Site...
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Loading and 
Hualing...

 Public works staff will be able to load trucks 
more efficently
 Loader can load rock, blacktop, salt, sand, 

sweepings, and other misscellanous materials 
faster than the skid loader

 Will be able to use the loader to load the dump 
trucks in one location and have the skid loader 
leveling and working with the material in the final 
location
 Won't have to load the dump trucks with only the 

skid loader

 With the 3-yard bucket staff can transport 
material from place to place
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Miscellaneous 
Tasks

 With the approved manlift attachment public 
works staff can use the machine to install 
holiday decorations and banners more safely 
and efficiently without having to go up and 
down a ladder

 Will be used for miscellaneaous park, road, and 
strom water projects
 Could have been used for past projects

 Emergancy response
 Clear roads of debre after servere weather

 Assist in flooding events
 Sand bagging, moving pumps into place, etc.
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Price and 
how will we 
pay for it...

 This piece of equipment has been part of the 
public works capital improvement plan for the 
last seven years
 The price of the loader and attachments is 

around $185,000 to $200,000
 All pricing is off state bid pricing which is anywhere 

between a 30% to 41% discount

 $75,000 is currently budgeted for this year
 Remaining amount will be taken from the 435 fund

 City can also look into financing this piece of 
equipment over the next couple years

 City will have this piece of equipment for the 
next 10 to 20 years

 Hwy 25 reimbursement and compost site 
reimbursement.
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City Council - Workshop Memorandum 
 
Item: Fire Department – Training Containers   
 
Meeting Date:  February 22, 2021    
Presented By: Andy Maetzold, Fire Chief  
 
Recommendations/Council Action/Motion Requested: 
To get information from the Fire Chief on a concept plan related to a training opportunity.  
 
The Fire Chief is looking to obtain three dry freight containers from the Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources for free.  
   
 

 
 
The Fire Department would like to place them strategically on the new fire station site to create a 
training space. (see location image in the attachments).  
 
The City Planner reviewed the location and concept and has stated that these containers are allowed in 
the industrial district IF they are fenced in. Therefore, the Fire Department would have to fence in this 
training area.  
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Fire Departments sometimes set up and use these containers for training purposes to simulate real-life 
fire situations and help firefighters learn crucial techniques.  
 
The containers are highly durable, weather resistant steel. They are built to withstand harsh conditions, 
including fires.  
 
See article in attachments on “Shipping Containers for Firefighter Training” for more detailed 
information.  
 
Attachments:  
Fire Station Site Plan – With Desired Training Area Location.  
Article on Shipping Containers Used for Training Purposes.  
 
Web Examples: 
https://www.pacvan.com/blog/warsaw-wayne-fire-department-fire-training-facility/ 
 
https://www.pacvan.com/blog/affordable-40-fire-training-facility/ 
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https://www.pacvan.com/blog/affordable-40-fire-training-facility/
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• 1 – 40’ CONTAINER

• 1 – 20’ CONTAINER

• 1 – BURN ROOM

• TEMPERATURE 
MONITORING 
SYSTEM

• FIRE DOORS

• FIRE WINDOW

• GARAGE DOOR 
CUTTING PROP

• MOVEABLE WALL 
PARTITIONS

West Coast: Phoenix, AZ
East Coast: Long Island, NY
1-877-268-8303
www.mobilefireunits.com

Options Shown 15
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Get free quotes from up to 5 storage container suppliers!
Just answer a few questions and get matched to top suppliers near you.

Get Free Storage Container Quotes

Shipping Containers for Fire�ghter Training
Storage Containers / September 4, 2020 / By Catie

Why are Shipping Containers used for Fire�ghter Training?

Portable storage containers are ideal structures for �re departments to conduct �re�ghter training.
Shipping containers are highly versatile and customizable, allowing �re departments to stack storage
units on top of one another to create any number of unique building designs. By doing this, �re
departments can simulate a real-life �re by using modi�ed shipping containers meant to resemble a
real burning building. Using shipping containers can train �re�ghters in crucial techniques such as:

Home » Product Blog » Shipping Containers for Fire�ghter Training
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https://www.360connect.com/storage-containers/price-quotes/
https://www.360connect.com/product-blog/category/storage-containers/
https://www.360connect.com/
https://www.360connect.com/product-blog/
https://www.360connect.com/
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Fire growth

Flashover 

Rollover

Backdraft

Fire-reduction and rescue technique 

Bene�ts

There are many reasons why it makes sense for �re departments to use shipping containers for
�re�ghter training. It’s important for �re�ghters to experience as close to a “real-life scenario �re” as
possible when training, so they’re prepared when the time comes. Fire departments can’t simulate a
�re using just any building, as it wouldn’t be safe or economical. Here’s a few bene�ts in using
shipping containers to build custom �re�ghter training structures.

Cost-e�ciency
Using shipping containers for �re�ghter training is probably the most cost-e�cient option there is.
Used shipping containers are low-cost to purchase and can be modi�ed in any way the �re
department sees �t. A single shipping container can cost as low as $1,000. Plus, the department can
reuse each unit several times to make the purchase worth it.

Durability and economical
Shipping containers are made of an extremely durable, weather-resistant steel. They are built to
withstand harsh weather conditions – even �res! This makes it easy for �re departments to reuse the
same �re�ghter training structure for many di�erent rounds of training. Plus, using a steel, weather-
proof structure like a shipping container is the most economical and eco-conscious option.

Stackable
Shipping container suppliers can stack and weld containers together in several ways to create
customized, multi-story structures. This makes it easy for �re departments to design the type of
building that will be best suited to train their �re department. 

Portable and relocatable
Shipping containers for �re�ghter training are a turn-key solution. No matter where the �re
department needs to conduct training, they can have suppliers transport and deliver the containers
to just about any location using a �atbed truck. They can also be picked up or relocated once the
training is complete. This is ideal because many times, �re departments wish to conduct training in a
remote area, as not to harm the nearby environment. 

Self-Contained
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https://www.360connect.com/product-blog/how-much-does-a-storage-container-cost/
https://www.360connect.com/product-blog/are-shipping-containers-reused/
https://www.360connect.com/product-blog/storage-container-delivery-service/
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Shipping containers are considered “safer” structures for �re�ghter training. They are stationary, self-
contained units – even though they are both portable and steel-based. Fires used to conduct
�re�ghter training are less likely to spread when using a shipping container. Most �re training shipping
containers also come equipped with built-in safety and control installations to provide the highest
level of safety.

Versatile
Most shipping containers can support various types of �re training, such as digital, gas-fueled, or
carbonaceous �res. This can allow �re departments to train in a variety of di�erent ways or skill-levels
using the same shipping container structure. You can also add customized features to the �re training
structure, such as forcible doors, panels, backdraft indicators, ventilation, and more.

Size and Layout Options

There are tons of di�erent layouts and designs to choose from with shipping container structures.
This way, you can design the structure to cater to your speci�c �re training needs. For instance, take a
look at this sample layout by PacVan:

Source: PacVan

Shipping containers for �re�ghter training are normally 40-foot containers, but you can also utilize 20-
foot containers if you prefer a smaller structure. Many �re departments choose to stack and weld 40-
foot containers on top of one another to create multi-story buildings with multiple corridors, rooms,
and windows.

Stairways

Catwalks

Balconies

Rappel walls

Designated burn rooms vs. open rooms

18

https://www.pacvan.com/blog/affordable-40-fire-training-facility/
https://www.360connect.com/storage-containers/40-foot-storage-containers/
https://www.360connect.com/storage-containers/20-foot-storage-containers/


2/19/2021 Shipping Containers for Firefighter Training | 360Connect

https://www.360connect.com/product-blog/shipping-containers-for-firefighter-training/ 4/8

Standard or breakout windows

Bathrooms

Closets 

If you plan to own the structure for the long-term, keep in mind that you can modify it moving
forward as you see �t for your �re training needs. Learn more about storage container sizes and
dimensions here.

Examples in Action

To get a sense for how you can utilize shipping containers for �re�ghter training, we have provided a
few examples for you to look at yourself.

Washoe County, Nevada Facility by Falcon Structures

Warsaw-Wayne Fire Department Facility by PacVan

MOUT Village for U.S. Airforce by Falcon Structures 

Compare Prices

If you are looking for a shipping container structure to conduct �re�ghter training, be sure to check
out our Cost Guide for shipping containers.

We can provide you with free quotes. Our network of top-rated shipping container suppliers can
customize a �re�ghter training unit for you and provide custom quotes. Visit us here to get started.

Related Articles

Where to Buy Shipping Containers

Types of Shipping Containers

Portable Storage Container Manufacturers and Dealers 

How Does a Storage Container Delivery Service Work?

Security Tips for Storage Containers

← Shipping Container Bathrooms
What is a Virtual Receptionist? →
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https://www.360connect.com/product-blog/how-wide-is-a-conex-box/
https://www.falconstructures.com/case-study-container-emergency-response-training-facility
https://www.pacvan.com/blog/warsaw-wayne-fire-department-fire-training-facility/
https://www.falconstructures.com/container-housing-village-for-military-training-facilities
https://www.360connect.com/product-blog/how-much-does-a-storage-container-cost/
https://www.360connect.com/storage-containers/price-quotes/
https://www.360connect.com/product-blog/where-to-buy-storage-containers/
https://www.360connect.com/product-blog/types-of-shipping-containers/
https://www.360connect.com/product-blog/portable-storage-container-manufacturers-dealers/
https://www.360connect.com/product-blog/storage-container-delivery-service/
https://www.360connect.com/product-blog/5-security-tips-for-storage-containers/
https://www.360connect.com/product-blog/shipping-container-bathrooms/
https://www.360connect.com/product-blog/what-is-a-virtual-receptionist/
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