MAYER CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION MINUTES – AUGUST 26, 2013

Call Work Session to order at 7:40 p.m. by Mayor Mike Dodge

PRESENT: Mayor Dodge, Council Members Lueth, Osborn and Stieve-McPadden 
ABSENT:  Council Member Boder
STAFF:  City Administrator Murphy, City Engineer David Martini and Clerk Maetzold 
ALSO PRESENT: Don Wachholz, Ivan Raconteur, Linnea & Bella Boyd, Ken & Anika Olson and Rod Maetzold


1. Discussion on Chicken Ordinance – Council had asked Staff to meet with Linnea Boyd to compile an ordinance relating to allowing chickens in the City.  Staff met with Linnea on Wednesday, August 21st to review the different sets of ordinances.    Staff would like further direction.  First of all, is the City of Mayer going to change our current ordinance to allow chickens?  How is the City going to enforce the new ordinance and will there be a permit fee?  Consideration will need to be given to the cost involved in drafting a new ordinance.  The Council was provided with ordinances from Princeton, Rushford, St. Paul, Park, Stockton and Zimmerman.  The Council was asked to review and send recommendations to Administrator Murphy.  It was suggested that Administrator Murphy contact cities that allow chickens to see what struggles they have.  The City will continue to move forward on this issue.

2. Discussion on Fire Truck – Fire Chief Rod Maetzold presented a power point on an Engine Upgrade Proposal.  The Mayer Fire Department is recommending the City replace its 1987 Engine with a new engine.  There newest Engine is a 2000.  After the presentation, a number of questions were answered.  Several financing options were also explored.  The contracting Townships have already been informed of the need to replace the 1987 Engine.  They will be taking the information back to their September Township meetings.  The Council will take some time to review the information presented.  Staff will begin looking at possible additions to the 2014 budget.

3. 2014 Budget – The Council reviewed the 2014 General Fund Budget and proposed Tax Levy.  Recent adjustments have increased the overall budget by $23,337.09.  The Council reviewed four examples of counting revenue and expenses and the corresponding Tax Rate for each example.  Option #3 was chosen which leaves the sewer levy at $390,000 and only counting on $200,000 of the $290,421 Certified LGA for 2014.  This option has a Tax Rate of 64.637, which is less than 2012 & 2013.  The Council will certify the proposed budget in September.  The Council cannot raise the budget but may reduce it when the final budget is certified in December.  
  
4. Discussion on Sealing of Trails and Being Billed Next Year – The City Engineer presented a total estimated cost of $37,250 for seal coating various streets in 2014.  This amount includes a 10% contingency and estimated soft cost.  In addition, the City has received a quote from Bargen in the amount of $34,994 for sealing the City’s trails.  There was discussion about budgeting each year to build up a reserve for the next seal coat application for both streets and trails.  Bargen also presented an estimate for a new product RePlay Seal Coat of $8,362.00 to seal coat the Community Center parking lot.  Staff will make some calls to see how well this new product has held up.   

5. Snow Removal on Downtown Sidewalks – Tabled until next work session.



ADJOURN
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:45 p.m.  



							                    _______________________________
                            					Mike Dodge, Mayor


Attest: ______________________________
            Lois A. Maetzold, City Clerk
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