MAYER CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – SEPTEMBER 12, 2016

Call Regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. by Mayor Thomas

PRESENT: Mayor Thomas, Council Members Boder, McNeilly, Osborn, and Stieve-McPadden 
ABSENT:   None
STAFF:  City Administrator Ruch-Hammond, Deputy Clerk Gildemeister, and City Engineer Martini
ALSO PRESENT:   Don Wachholz, Mike Dodge, Ivan Raconteur, Al Edholm

The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVE AGENDA
A MOTION was made by Council Member Boder with a second by Council Member Osborn to approve the agenda with one addition, Resolution Supporting the Application for Access to Trunk Hwy 25 at 314 Ash Avenue South. Motion Carried 5/0

PUBLIC COMMENT
None

APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA
A MOTION was made by Council Member Osborn with a second by Council Member McNeilly to approve the Consent Agenda.  Motion Carried 5/0.   
1. Approve the Minutes of the August 22, 2016 Regular Council Meeting.
2. Approve the Minutes of the August 22, 2016 Work Session Meeting.
3. Approve the Minutes of the April 26, 2016 EDA Meeting.
4. Approve the Minutes of the August 16, 2016 Planning Commission Meeting.
5. Approve the Claims for the Month of September 2016, including Pay Request #8 Heselton Construction in the amount of $12,464.40. 
6. Approve the Check Summary for the month of August 2016.
7. Approve the Building Report for the month of August 2016.


CITY ADMINISTRATOR 

Discussion on US Solar Contract – City Staff presented the findings of the City Attorney in reference to the agreement from US Solar.  The attorney found the following items for the Council to consider:
1. The City seeks at least one more proposal.  
1. The City is “underwater” in year one of the proposal.
1. Concerns about the rates and payments
1. Term
1. The City’s solar allocation may not be fulfilled
1. Termination rights for US Solar are greater than the rights of termination for the City.  
1. US Solar can assign or sell the subscription with the City
1. Arbitration should be with the American Arbitration Association
1. Several exhibits are blank
After some discussion a MOTION was made by Council Member Boder and seconded by Council Member Osborn to not enter into an agreement with US Solar based on the Attorney’s comments.  Motion carried 5/0.  

1. Approval of Ordinance 210 Predatory Offender Residency Restriction –The Council reviewed the current ordinance pertaining to predatory offender residency restrictions. After discussion, Council decided to change Section 5, (4), prohibiting a designated offender residing within 500 ft of a childcare facility, to prohibiting residence within 1000 ft of a childcare facility. A Motion was made by Council Member Boder and seconded by Council Member Stieve-McPadden to approve the Ordinance 210 for Predatory Offender Residency Restriction to 1000 ft for a childcare facility. Motion carried: 5/0

2. Continued Discussion on 2017 Budget – Mayor Thomas presented a detailed assessment of tax rate comparisons to Council and Staff.  Property tax rate calculations were reviewed and a discussion to propose a minimum 10% property tax rate reduction for 2017 was agreed upon. Council asked Staff to bring back a preliminary general fund levy of $952,000 for the 2017 budget. Council will set a preliminary levy at next Council meeting. Council will continue to examine the 2017 budget at a future Work Session on October 24, 2016. 
3. Approval of the Date for Truth in Taxation Hearing – The City is required to hold a meeting to allow the public to discuss the City budget and final general fund levy. Past years the City has held this meeting as a part of the first regular meeting in December. A MOTION was made by Council Member Osborn and seconded by Council Member Boder approving the date and time of Monday, December 12, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. for the Truth in Taxation Hearing.  Motion Carried 5/0

4. Approval of Ordinance 211 Rezone – A MOTION was made by Council Member Boder and seconded by Council Member Osborn approving Ordinance 211 Rezone of 319 Shimmcor Street or 314 Ash Avenue South from (P/I) Public/Institutional to (C/I) Commercial/Industrial.  Motion Carried 5/0

5. Approval of DNR Water Supply Plan engineering fee – Staff asked for direction from Council on the DNR Water Supply Plan due December 31st, 2016. The cost proposed by Bolton & Menk to complete the DNR Water Supply Plan for the City is $9,900.00.  Staff informed Council that the majority of the information could be compiled in house and inputted into the standard template developed by DNR for the completion of the Water Supply Plan. Staff recommended retaining Bolton & Menk for technical assistance if needed, with an agreed not to exceed fee or time limit.  
A MOTION to approve the completion of the DNR Water Supply Plan and retain Bolton & Menk for technical support with a not to exceed limit of $5,000.00 was made by Council Member Boder and seconded by Council Member Osborn. Motion Carried 5/0

6. Approval of Request to Hydro Seed instead of sod 5115 Harvest Curve – After much discussion a MOTION was made by Mayor Thomas and seconded by Council Member McNeilly approving the request to Hydro seed instead of sod at 5115 Harvest Curve with the condition that the landscape escrow is to be held till spring or the lawn is green. Must keep erosion control in place. 
Motion Carried 4/1 (Osborn)

7. Approval of the cost for the Pedestrian in the Crosswalk signs – Tabled until next Council Meeting.

8. Approval of Resolution to Approve 2nd Entrance to Casey’s from Hwy 25 – A MOTION to approve Resolution Supporting the Application for Access to Trunk Hwy 25 at 314 Ash Avenue South was made by Council Member Boder and Seconded by Council Member Osborn. Motion Carried 5/0


COUNCIL REPORTS
· None

OTHER BUSINESS
· None 


ADJOURN
There being no further business, a MOTION was made by Council Member Stieve-McPadden and seconded by Council Member McNeilly to adjourn the meeting at 7:42 p.m.  Motion Carried 5/0


							                    _________________________________
                            						Gerald W. Thomas, Mayor
Attest: ______________________________
	Janell Gildemeister, Deputy City Clerk
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