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MAYER CITY SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – MARCH 19, 2020 
Call Regular meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. by Mayor Dodge 
 
PRESENT: Mayor Dodge, Council Members Boder, Butterfield, McNeilly, and Stieve-McPadden  
ABSENT:   None 
STAFF:  City Administrator McCallum, and Deputy Clerk Gildemeister 
ALSO PRESENT:   Don Wachholz, Tim Rogers, Deputy Sheriff Bengtson 
 
The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
AGENDA 

A MOTION to approve the Agenda as presented was made by Council Member Boder and seconded by 
Council Member Butterfield. Motion carried 5/0. 

 
CITY RESPONSE TO COVID-19 
 

1. Mayoral Proclamation State of Emergency – Mayor Dodge notified Council that at 12:00 p.m. today, 
he signed a Mayoral Proclamation State of Emergency in which he declares a local emergency exists 
withing the City of Mayer with all the powers and responsibilities attending thereto as provided by 
Minnesota Statutes Chapter 12. This declaration of local emergency will invoke the City’s Emergency 
Operations Plan. The portions that are necessary for the response to end recovery from the Situation are 
authorized, including but not limited to all appropriate community containment and mitigation 
strategies. The Emergency Declaration shall continue for three (3) days from its effective date of March 
19, 2020, unless further extended by Council. Mayor Dodge requested City Council discuss the 
Situation and the Emergency Declaration. 

 
City Administrator McCallum provided a Community Update and Adjustments City Staff are 
implementing. 

• Critical City Services will continue. This includes Public Works Department water, sewer, and 
vital maintenance. Fire and Police response services. Administrative Staff will maintain services 
that are vital and keep the City running. This includes accounts payable, accounts receivable, 
payroll, project management, and the like. 

• Staff contacted neighboring community Staff and private consultants to utilize as backup if 
needed. 

• Currently, most consultants are working remotely, except for building inspectors who are 
conducting business as usual. 

• City has taken steps to implement social distancing in its public spaces including the closing of 
the Community Center to all events and is promoting all non-essential services be conducted 
over the phone, by email, or through City website.  

• Council Meetings will continue to be held at City Hall. 
• City Hall currently remains open. If closure occurs, City Staff will continue to work on site or 

remotely to keep critical services active. Staff has begun cross training of duties. 
• Public Works will assist property owners over the phone and will only do home visits in 

emergency situations. Public Works will continue to ride and work separately. 
• City continues to work with Community Partners, including Carver County Public Health and 

the League of Minnesota Cities, to prepare for and adjust to this rapidly changing environment. 
• Staff continues to post important updates and resources on the City website and social media. 
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2. Approval Resolution 3-19-20-14 Extend the Period of a Mayoral Proclamation State of Emergency  

A MOTION was made by Council Member Boder to approve Resolution 3-19-20-14 to Extend the 
Period of a Mayoral Declared Local Emergency till April 30, 2020 and seconded by Council Member 
McNeilly. Motion carried 5/0. 
 
Mayor Dodge asked if Staff is setup with the ability to work remotely if needed and directed City 
Administrator to have a contract ready for maintaining the Water Treatment Plant and Waste Water 
Treatment Facility, in the event the Public Works Staff are not able to work. Council Member Stieve-
McPadden asked Deputy Sheriff Bengtson if the Sheriff Department would watch over the local 
businesses. Deputy Bengtson stated yes.  
 

3. Discussion on Non-Essential Gatherings - City Administrator McCallum recommended Council 
cancel all gatherings and non-essential meetings through April 30, 2020. This would include April 7, 
2020 Planning Commission Meeting, and April 14, 2020 Park Commission Meeting. A MOTION to 
cancel non-essential gatherings and meetings was made by Council Member Stieve-McPadden and 
seconded by Council Member Butterfield. Motion carried 5/0. 

 
4. Approve Resolution 3-19-20-15 Public Meetings During Period of Local Emergency – Council 

agreed to continue having Council Meetings on site and that it sends the right message to residents. 
Mayor Dodge recommended Staff keep the agendas small, and not to schedule any Public Hearings or 
items that would be controversial. A MOTION to approve Resolution 3-19-20-15 Public Meetings 
During Period of Local Emergence was made by Council Member and seconded by Council Member 
Stieve-McPadden. Motion Carried 5/0 
 

5. Authorize Additional Funds for Cleaning Services – A MOTION to authorize Squeaky Clean 
Services to do additional cleaning at Fire Department and Public Works was made by Council Member 
McNeilly and seconded by Council Member Boder. Motion carried 5/0. 
 

6. Discussion on Staff Shifts – City Administrator stated that Staff continues to implement social 
distancing by working in separated parts of City Hall and separate buildings. A MOTION to keep Staff 
shifts status quo was made by Counsel Member Butterfield and seconded by Counsel Member 
McNeilly. Motion carried 5/0. 
 

7. Discussion on Public Services – Water and sewer services are vital services to the residents of Mayer 
and thus the City will not shut-off City water and sewer services during the state of emergency. A 
MOTION to approve the stay of “shutting off” City water and sewer services was made by Council 
Member Boder and seconded by Council member McNeilly. Motion carried 5/0. 
 

8. Discussion on Employee Sick Leave – Council acknowledged the new federal law mandating 80 hours 
of additional PTO for anyone who needs to be quarantined due to the Coronavirus. Council agreed that 
this is a great benefit for employees and supports it 100%. Question as to what happens if any employee 
needs additional time off beyond the 80 hours. Council agreed to allow employees to go negative PTO if 
employee does not have enough PTO banked. 
 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
• Knuckleheads Bar and Grill and Agave Mexican Restaurant are doing take-out services. 
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ADJOURN 
There being no further business, a MOTION was made by Council Member McNeilly and seconded by Council 
Member Stieve-McPadden to adjourn the meeting at 6:00 p.m.  Motion Carried 5/0 

 
 

                           _________________________________ 
                                  Mike Dodge, Mayor 

 
Attest: ______________________________ 
            Janell Gildemeister, Deputy Clerk MCMC 
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