
A regular meeting of the Parks and Recreation Commission for the City of Mayer, Minnesota 

was held on January 13th, 2026 at 6:30pm in the City Council Chambers. 

Members: Mike Wegner, Ryan Kusske, Lauren Stifter, Emily Jackson, Eric Vogel 

Absent: None 

Visitors: Nicholas Johnson, City Administrator 

The meeting was called to order. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

The agenda was reviewed. A motion was made by Jackson and seconded by Stifter to approve 

the agenda. All voted in favor. None voted against. The motion was carried. 

The consent agenda was reviewed. A motion was made by Vogel and seconded by Jackson to 

approve the consent agenda. All voted in favor. None voted against. The motion was carried. 

Consent Agenda: 

1. Consider Approval of November 18th, 2025 Meeting Minutes 

The Board discussed the annual Christmas Tree Lighting Event. Attendance was down and 

attributed to the cold weather. Members believed adding more to the event could help bring 

people out. A suggestion was made to have larger fires and offer smores, add propane heaters to 

help keep everyone warmer, and see what other communities do for their events. Discussion was 

had on potentially moving the date to try and avoid conflicts with Zion’s living nativity event. 

City Administrator Johnson requested guidance from the Board on which trail to prioritize 

reconstruction of in 2026. Johnson stated he had been looking into the Minnesota DNR’s Local 

Trail Connections Program as a funding source to accomplish reconstruction of worsening park 

trails in the system. The consensus was to try and add new trail to Bluejay Park while 

simultaneously doing sections of West Ridge Park. 

Commissioner Vogel reviewed the voting point totals for the Christmas Home Decoration 

Contest. Each voter could vote for first and second place. A first place vote received two points 

and a second place vote received one point. The results of the voting were: 

 First place with 123 points – 1699 Hidden Trail 

 Second place with 20 points – 2567 Cold Lake Trail West 

The Board evaluated the submissions for the annual Coloring Contest. There were 110 

submissions in total. A motion was made by Jackson and seconded by Stifter to approve 

awardees as selected. All voted in favor. None voted against. The motion was carried. 

 Age Group  Design/Winner  Design/Winner 

 0 – 4   Penguin, Shiloh  Santa, Nellamay 

 5 – 9    Penguin, Brielle  Santa, Alaina 

 10 – 17  Penguin, Braylon  Santa, Lucy 



Commissioner Kusske inquired about installing a fence around the splash pad in the spring. 

Chairman Wegner presented outgoing Commissioner Vogel with a certificate of appreciation 

from the Mayor. The Board thanked Eric for his years of service to the community. 

A motion was made by Jackson and seconded by Stifter to adjourn the meeting. All voted in 

favor. None voted against. The motion was carried. 

 

____________________________________ 

City Administrator 


