
City of Mayer 

City Council Meeting Minutes for January 27th, 2025 

Present: Mayor Dodge, Council Members Heldt, Fautsch, McNeilly, Jackson 

Absent: None 

Staff: City Administrator Nicholas Johnson 

Visitors: John Anderson, City Planner 

Philip Schrupp, Bolton & Menk 

Gerhardt Buckentin, Carver County Sheriff’s Office 

Don Wachholz 

Paul Abdo 

Jordan Cabak 

Matt Miller 

Opening Items 

The meeting was called to order at 6:30pm by Mayor Dodge. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

Approval of Agenda 

A motion was made by McNeilly and seconded by Heldt to approve the agenda as presented. All 

voted in favor. None voted against. The motion was carried.  

Public Comment Period 

There were no attendees for public comment. 

Consent Agenda 

A motion was made by Fautsch and seconded by Heldt to approve the consent agenda. All voted 

in favor. None voted against. The motion was carried. 

1. Consider Approval of January 13th, 2025 City Council Minutes 

2. Consider Approval of Claims for Payment (7346e to 7353e; 26250 to 26276) 

Business Items 

Introductions with Carver County Sheriff Regional Liaison Gerhardt Buckentin – Deputy 

Buckentin of the Carver County Sheriff’s Office joined in the meeting and introduced himself as 

the new liaison for the regionalized policing services. He talked about his background in law 

enforcement as well as his local upbringing. The City Council thanked him for coming in and 

introducing himself. 

Consider Adoption of Resolution Granting a Variance to Reduce the Required Number of 

Off-Street Parking Stalls from Sixty-Four to Thirty-Five to Allow the Construction of a 

New Commercial Building – John Anderson reviewed the request for a variance for the new 

Dollar General commercial development. The Planning Commission met on January 7th, 2025 to 

hold the required public hearing and consider the matter. The recommendation from the Planning 

Commission was approval of the variance. Mayor Dodge noted his beliefs that the thirty-five 

stalls were appropriate for a building of this use. He also stated Mayer’s off-street parking 

requirements were higher than surrounding communities. He encouraged staff and City Council 

to begin work on taking up and reviewing the land use code to update it. A motion was made by 



Heldt and seconded by Fautsch to adopt the Resolution Granting a Variance to Reduce the 

Required Number of Off-Street Parking Stalls from the Required Sixty-Four to Thirty-Five 

Stalls; a Reduction of Twenty-Nine Stalls, to Allow for the Construction of a New Commercial 

Building. All voted in favor. None voted against. The motion was carried. 

Consider Adoption of Resolution Approving the Site Plan for a New Commercial Building 

to be Located at 704 Ash Avenue South – John Anderson reviewed the conditions of the site 

plan for the proposed Dollar General at 704 Ash Avenue South. The City received notification 

from MNDOT that a turn lane would be allowed pending submission of all proper paperwork 

and permits. A motion was made by Heldt and seconded by McNeilly to adopt the Resolution 

Approving the Site Plan for a New Commercial Building to be Located at 704 Ash Avenue 

South. All voted in favor. None voted against. The motion was carried. 

Consider Adoption of Ordinance 248 Amending the 2025 Fee Schedule – A motion by 

Fautsch and seconded by Jackson to adopt the ordinance amending the 2025 fee schedule. All 

voted in favor. None voted against. The motion was carried. 

 

Consider Approval of On-Sale Intoxicating Liquor License Renewal for El Jimador – City 

Administrator Johnson discussed how the State of Minnesota aligned El Jimador’s recent 

licenses to expiration schedule of others within city limits. The expiration for on and off sale 

licenses is February 28th of each year. The State slates El Jimador’s licenses to expire February 

28th, 2025 even though they were originally issued in December of 2024. The approval would 

include their annual on-sale intoxicating liquor license as well as their Sunday intoxicating liquor 

license. A motion was made by Fautsch and seconded by Heldt to approve the on-sale and 

Sunday intoxicating liquor license renewal for El Jimador. All voted in favor. None voted 

against. The motion was carried. 

Consider Approval of Off-Sale Liquor License Renewal for El Jimador – A motion was 

made by Heldt and seconded by McNeilly to approve the off-sale liquor license renewal for El 

Jimador. All voted in favor. None voted against. The motion was carried. 

Consider Approval to Waive Renewal Liquor License Fees for El Jimador for 2025-2026 

License Period – City Administrator Johnson recommended waiving the liquor license fees for 

the upcoming renewal period for El Jimador. Given the restaurant has not opened nor served, the 

upcoming expiration of their current licenses, and that they’ve paid the full amount on the 

current licenses it was believed waiving their fees for the upcoming license period made sense. A 

motion was made by Fautsch and seconded by Jackson to approve waiving the liquor license fees 

for El Jimador for the 2025-2026 renewal period. All voted in favor. None voted against. The 

motion was carried. 

City Council Reports 

Jackson attended the Park Board meeting where they discussed upcoming events. 

McNeilly will be attending the EDA meeting on Wednesday. 

Dodge attended a Public Works Committee meeting where they discussed minor equipment 

purchases, 2025 street maintenance, and a larger 2030 street project. 



Adjournment 

A motion was made by Fautsch and seconded by McNeilly to adjourn the meeting. All voted in 

favor. None voted against. The motion was carried. 

 

Attest:       ____________________________________ 

       Mayor 

____________________________________ 

City Clerk 


