City of Mayer
Planning Commission 
Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, November 5, 2013
	
Commission Members Present:   Tom Stifter, Chair, Don Wachholz, Les Hahn, Krista Goedel, Bill Michel, Rod Maetzold and Council Liaison Bruce Osborn. 

Commission Members Absent: None

Others Present:  

Staff Present: John Anderson, Municipal Development Group,  Luayn Murphy, City Administrator


CALL MEETING TO ORDER
Meeting called to order at 6:30 PM by Chair Stifter.          

ADOPT AGENDA
On a motion by Commissioner Wachholz and seconded by Commissioner Maetzold to approve the agenda.  Motion carried 7/0.  

 APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
On a motion by Commissioner Michel and seconded by Commissioner Wachholz to approve the minutes of the October 1, 2013 meeting.  With one correction.  Motion carried 7/0.

REVIEW OF URBAN CHICKEN ORDIANNCE  
Planning Commission discussed the proposed chicken ordinance. Discussion about the covenants and restrictions within the developments do not allow chickens.  Minimal number of properties would be allowed to have chickens.  The old parts of Mayer where the lot widths are 50 feet the proposed set back requirements was 50 feet.  Concern about the size of the lots and chicken waste.  On a motion by Commissioner Wachholz and seconded by Commissioner Goedel to not change the current ordinance on the regulations for chickens.  Motion carried 7/0.  

REVIEW OF SENIOR COMMISSION POLICY PLAN
LAND USE
A built environment that supports active, independent, and engaged seniors 

Study and determine whether current zoning language supports active aging in place. 
· The City should make a conscious decision to encourage integration of older persons throughout the community by implementing appropriate zoning measures, such as:
· Providing for additions onto existing homes (i.e. accessory apartments) which accommodate older persons living with children or relatives.
· Providing for mixed commercial/residential uses.  
· The City should consider the needs of persons who don’t have access to automobiles when making land use decisions. 
· The City should encouraging active lifestyles by increasing the viability of walking and biking as suitable alternatives to automobiles.
· The City should encourage the siting of senior facilities in areas near commercial activities and offerings.
· The City should require adequate lighting, signage, and circulation plan standards when reviewing site plans.
· The City should be mindful it is subject to a providing reasonable accommodation under the Americans with Disabilities Act for all age and ability types (e.g. ramps for accessibility may require a setback variance as a reasonable accommodation).
· The City should encourage preferential parking close to commercial destinations for the elderly when reviewing site plans and public parking amenities.
· The City should encourage public entries that include level surfaces and doors that are not too heavy to open.   
· The City should encourage the development of smaller single-family units (attached or detached) suitable for persons looking to decrease home maintenance and housekeeping duties, including but not limited to, condominium quadraplexes. 
· The City should provide for adult day care and/or group home type facilities as legal uses in residential and/or commercial/residential mixed use zones.  

Study and determine whether current subdivision/platting language supports active aging in place. 
· The City should require appropriate sidewalks and non-motorized transportation pathways be provided throughout new subdivisions and/or resubdivisions so as to make living without an automobile safe, convenient, and inviting for all ages.
· The City should allow subdivisions with mixed residential densities, housing types, and mixed commercial/residential uses.
· The City should encourage senior living in close proximity to downtown. 
· The City should encourage new housing to be adaptable to seniors with those with disabilities.

Consistent application of current building code standards important to active aging in place. 
· The City should continue to implement building code requirements relating to accessibility such as: 
· Motorized entry doors with large, well-placed mechanical mechanisms.
· Adequate parking for disabled persons.
· Appropriate restroom facilities.


TRANSPORTATION
Options for affordable transportation services that are available when needed which get people where they need to go in a convenient manner  

Identify options to use of passenger automobiles owned and driven by aging members of the community. 
· The City should collaborate with other entities and interested stakeholders to research and review and document the adequacy of existing alternative transportation services available to seniors in Mayer.
· The City should work with regional transportation providers and coordinators to ensure efficient use of limited resources.
· The City should collaborate with service providers to produce and distribute information regarding available transportation services, routes, contacts, costs, hours of operation, use eligibility, schedules, methods to access service, etc.
· The City should review to potential methods to accommodate the use of motorized scooters, wheel chairs, and golf carts in residential areas when needed by the aging and/or disabled. 
· The City should participate in the development of alternative transportation services such as paid volunteer drivers.
· The City should advocate the enactment of volunteer driver laws to protect volunteer drives from civil liability.
· The City should strive to provide meaningful pedestrian and bicycle connections in established residential zones with predominantly aging populations. 
· The City should consider accommodation of vulnerable users at pedestrian crossings.  

Enhance the safety of those choosing to operate personal automobiles. 
· The City should continue to promote the existence of driver safety/refresher courses for persons over age 55. 
· The City should encourage adequate parking is provided for those with diminished physical stamina and/or strength.
· The City should encourage adequate lighting and signage easily seen and processed by mature citizens.
· The City should maintain roads in good condition and conduct prompt snow removal operations.

Acknowledge the central role of transportation in the lives of all community members. 
· The City should be mindful that transportation is central to community members’ participation in social and recreational activities as well as their carrying out of daily living activities such as shopping, working, and going to scheduled appointments. 



On a motion by Commissioner Goedel and seconded by Commissioner Wachholz to approve of the Senior Policy Plan in the areas of Land Use and Transportation.  Motion carried 7/0.  


CONTINUED REVIEW OF ORDINANCES 
Staff presented information about the screening of the heat pumps.  Other changes were made to the ordinances from the last meeting.  Planning commission would like staff to find an expert on wind energy for the January meeting.  

COMMISSIONERS REPORT
None 

NEXT MEETING 
Next meeting Tuesday, January 7, 2014.  

ADJOURNMENT 
On a motion by Commissioner Wachholz and seconded by Commissioner Osborn to adjourn at 7:30 PM.  Motion carried 7/0.  
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