City of Mayer
Regular
Planning Commission Meeting
Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, October 6, 2009
Commission Members Present: Tom Stifter, Chair, Krista Goedel,  Les Hahn, Lowell Wasser, Don Wachholz,, Rod Maetzold and  Mike Dodge, Council Liaison

Commission Members Absent: None
Others Present:  Mike Bokenewicz, Kathy Strahota, and Mark Guy
Staff Present:  Luayn Murphy, City Administrator
1.   Call Meeting to Order
Meeting called to order at 6:32 PM by Chair Stifter.  
2. Adopt Agenda
On a motion by Commissioner Wachholz and seconded by Commissioner Hahn to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion carried 7/0.

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
On a motion by Commissioner Wachholz and seconded by Commissioner Hahn to approve the minutes of the September 15, 2009 meeting.  Motion carried 7/0.

4.  PUBLIC HEARING 
Commission Chair Stifter opened the public hearing at 6:40 PM.  The intent of the public hearing was to receive public input on the variance request for the property at 205 Ash Avenue South.  The variance application was to vary from section 152.060 Building Design Standards.  The applicant is requesting a variance on the requirement for the exterior front to be made of 30% different material.  Commission took input on the request and closed the public hearing at 6:55 PM.  On a motion by Commissioner Hahn and seconded by Commissioner Wasser to approve the variance request based on the current buildings on the site do not have the 30% and by requiring the new building would not make the buildings appear the same.   Motion carried 7/0.  

The Commission discussed the site plan and reviewed the site plan for compliance to the code.  The one issue that needed further discussion was the landscaping of the property.  A landscape plan was not submitted with the original application.  Several residents whose property abuts the property at 205 Ash Avenue South expressed concerns about screening and planting of trees.  The Commission requested that the applicant submit a landscaping plan with the site plan for the Council to review.  On a motion to approve the site plan and applicant should submit a landscaping plan with the site plan for City Council to approve with a minimum of seven (7) additional trees to be placed on the lot.  Motion carried 7/0.
5.  UPDATE OF CODE AND SUBDIVISION ORDINANCES
Administrator assisted Planning Commission with updating of their code books and subdivision ordinance. 
6.  RENTAL ORDINANCE 
The commission discussed the newspaper article from the Star and Tribune dated July8, 2009.  The Commissioner would like to review rental ordinances and discuss if there is a need for the ordinance in the City.  

7.  COMMISSIONERS REPORT
Questions about the Coldwater Crossing Sign and that it had been taken down.  Administrator informed the Commission that the Developer had given the City permission to take the sign down because the City had received several complaints about the condition of the sign.  

Questions about the change in garbage bills.  Administrator explained that the contract with Waste Management was renewed on September 1, 2009 and that the company had taken over the responsibility of billing.  

8.  STAFF COMMENTS
Staff would like the planning commission to discuss the 30% requirement for different building exteriors, 50 foot back yard setback requirement and zoning of the Dakota Rail property.  Commission will address these issues at the next meeting. 
9.  ADJOURNMENT 

On a motion by Commissioner Hahn and seconded by Commissioner Maetzold to adjourn the meeting at 8:10 PM.  Motion carried.  
