City of Mayer

Planning Commission
Meeting Minutes

May 3, 2005

Present: Commission Chair Tom Stifter, Commissioners Chris Biehle, Les Hahn, Rod Maetzold, Don Wachholz, Lowell Wasser, and Council Liaison Ron Haag.

Absent: None.

Staff: Chelsea Alger- City Planner, Luayn Murphy- City Administrator, Lois Maetzold- City Clerk.

Also Present: Gerry Thomas, Connie McIntosh, Myron Taylor, Cynthia Strack-Smith, Ben Baker, Terry Hartman, Bill Thibault, Marty Zierman.

I. Call Meeting to Order
Meeting called to order at 7:08 pm by Commission Chair Stifter.

II. Adopt Agenda

Commission Chair Stifter asked if there were any additions or changes to the agenda. Alger stated she would like to add a discussion on the sign ordinance after the lighting ordinance. Commissioner Wachholz stated that since the discussion items were focused on the Comp Plan amendment, the Commission could remove the discussion on the lighting ordinance and replace with the sign ordinance discussion, to discuss the lighting ordinance at the June meeting.

Motion: LW/RH, all in favor; To approve the agenda with a discussion of the sign ordinance in place of the lighting ordinance.

III. Adopt Minutes

Motion: LH/DW, all in favor; To approve the minutes of the April 5, 2005 meeting. 

IV. NEW/OLD BUSINESS

1. Fieldstone Comp Plan Amendment Draft Review:

Bill Thibault, of Thibault & Associates, presented the draft document of the Fieldstone Comp Plan Amendment for review by the Planning Commission and members of the City Council present in the audience. The land use patterned that found in the AUAR, with the exception of a recommended school site change. 

Terry Hartman, developer for Fieldstone, commented that he and the School District had chosen the original location for the school through the use of a consultant and felt the school site should remain as it was in the AUAR. The Planning Commission and City Council members, present in the audience, agreed. Mr. Hartman also commented on the staging. He felt that it wasn’t aggressive enough and did not want to be held to a 15-20 year staging time line if the Met Council were to hold the City to that. The Commission discussed this topic for some time, agreeing that the staging should be presented slightly more aggressively. Alger pointed out that overall staging would be determined in the city-wide Comp Plan amendment.

2. Request by Property Owner to Review the Sign Ordinance.
Alger stated that Bob Carlson, of Bob’s Repair, was requesting the Planning Commission to consider amending the sign ordinance to allow for both a building and free-standing sign to be located on a property in the C-1, General Commerce District. Alger stated that she was bringing to the Planning Commission for their consideration because it was not an issue that had been addressed in the past. She further stated it was possible there was a typo in the sign ordinance, since this restriction was not placed on any of the other commercial districts in town.

Mayer Thomas stated that he recalled the sign ordinance being a rather low priority for the consultant doing the zoning ordinance and it was likely not placed in the ordinance for any specific reason.

The Planning Commission directed Staff to review the sign ordinance for amendment.

3. Commissioners’ Report

None.

4. Planner’s Report
None.

V. ADJOURN

Motion: LH/RM, all in favor; to adjourn the meeting at 9:15 pm.

Respectfully submitted:

_________________________

Benjamin Baker, City Planner


ATTEST:

_______________________________

                                                                                      Tom Stifter, Chair

