#3 Wellhead Protection
Get Involved With Wellhead Protection! 

(This article is part of a series of 15 articles related to wellhead protection.  The goal of wellhead protection is  to prevent pollutants from contaminating public water supply wells.  The City of Mayer has  developed a wellhead protection plan which will only be effective if the community is involved.  If you would like more information about wellhead protection, contact the MN Department of Health (MDH) at (507) 292-5138 or visit their website at  GOTOBUTTON BM_1_ www.health.state.mn.us.)

Ground water often moves very slowly.  Once it is contaminated, it may remain so for a long time, and it is difficult and expensive to locate and remove the contamination.  It may require decades of treatment before the water is restored to drinking water quality.  In some cases, the contamination may never be completely removed.


If you get your water from a well that supplies water to more than 15 connections, your water supplier will, in the near future, be putting together a "plan" to prevent contamination of the water you drink.  This plan is called "Wellhead Protection."


Every well is different in degree of contamination risk.  If there is a protective layer of soil or rock between the surface and the aquifer from which your water is drawn, there is a better chance there will be no contamination in the aquifer.  Even if a good, protective confining layer exists, contamination can occur if there are "leaks" in the layer.  Leaks may be in the form of rock crevices or improperly constructed wells.  Water also moves naturally, although very slowly, down through the confining layers.  Therefore, contaminants should be dealt with at the surface so they don't have a chance to enter your drinking water supply.


If everyone becomes aware of contaminants and deals with them properly, our water can remain drinkable for years to come.  Here are a few things you can do to help keep hazardous wastes out of our aquifers:

• read product labels to identify what is hazardous

• purchase fewer hazardous materials, choose the least toxic product, and consider    

   
changing business/household practices to avoid producing hazardous wastes                

• reduce, reuse, and recycle garbage and hazardous wastes

• manage hazardous wastes responsibly--use, store, and dispose of properly


Get involved when Wellhead Protection comes to your community.  Concerned citizens are one of the best resources a community can have.







