#1 Wellhead Protection
Do You Appreciate Clean Drinking Water?
(This article is part of a series of 15 articles related to wellhead protection.  The goal of wellhead protection is  to prevent pollutants from contaminating public water supply wells.  The city of Mayer has developed a wellhead protection plan which will only be effective if the community is involved.  If you would like more information about wellhead protection, contact the MN Department of Health (MDH) at (507) 292-5138 or visit their website at  GOTOBUTTON BM_1_ www.health.state.mn.us.)

Southeast Minnesota has a remarkable resource and that is its underground water supply.  It is great to drink clean, good tasting water like we have.  However, the aquifers that supply our drinking water can become contaminated if we do not make an effort to protect them.  What we drink a few years from now might be what we are putting onto the soil right now!

Just where are the drops of water right now that you will be drinking 10 years from today?  In Southeast Minnesota that water probably is only a short distance away in an aquifer a few hundred feet below the surface.  We certainly don't want that water contaminated!  It is by far more costly to clean up a contaminated water supply or even drill a new well than it is to keep the ones we have clean.  

Most contaminants in water are measured in parts per million (ppm).  One part per million is about equal to one drop in a 55 gallon barrel.  That doesn't sound like much but would you really care to drink water from a barrel, which had 10 drops of arsenic added to it?  It's estimated that the average person uses 50 gallons of water per day of which 2.5 pints are used in drinking water and cooking.  Would you really care to drink the water we just talked about, day after day and year after year?  

In the next few years every community will be required to develop a plan to make their water supply the best it can be for years to come.  This plan is called "Wellhead Protection."  Its goal is to prevent our wells from becoming contaminated.  Look for more information on this subject in this newspaper in the next weeks or contact your local public water supplier.







