City of Mayer

Planning Commission
Meeting Minutes

August 2, 2005

Present: Commission Chair Tom Stifter, Commissioners Les Hahn, Rod Maetzold, Don Wachholz, Lowell Wasser, and Council Liaison Ron Haag.

Absent: Chris Biehle
Staff:  Benjamin Baker - City Planner, Luayn Murphy - City Administrator

Also Present:  Joe Hamm, Jay Johnson, Ken & Jen Tufte, and Marty Ziermann
I. Call Meeting to Order
Meeting called to order at 7:37pm by Commission Chair Stifter.

II. Adopt Agenda

Marty Ziermann asked the Commission if could be added to the agenda.
Motion: LW/LH, all in favor; to approve the agenda and add Marty Ziermann after item number two.
III. Adopt Minutes

Motion: LH/LW, all in favor; to approve the minutes of the July 5, 2005 meeting. 

IV. NEW/OLD BUSINESS

1. 5th Street NE Twin Home Development (Joe Hamm Property)
Baker presented a staff report which explained the recent history of the property and the proposed twin home development.  Baker also mentioned that the applicant’s current site plan lacked detailed street information requested by the City Engineer and Public Works, and therefore, Staff recommended denial of the site plan.  

Baker stated that 5th Street NE, south of Mayer Lutheran football field, is a unique situation where only sanitary sewer service exists.  According to the City Engineer’s comments, a 10” watermain shall be placed throughout 5th Steet NE from Ridge Rd. until reaching the eastern edge of the subject property (approximately 300 ft.) to provide adequate service to the proposed twin home.  
City Administrator Murphy explained that the two neighboring lots to the west of the subject property are currently receiving water service via water service lines (but not via a watermain).  Murphy also stated that City policy requires developers/builders to fund/extend the necessary street and service improvements to their property from existing City services.             
Joe Hamm and Jay Johnson, owners of the property, stated that they didn’t have a problem with paying for the watermain in front of their property, but that they did not want to pay for the approximate 200 ft. watermain (running from Ridge Rd. to the western edge of their property).
Murphy suggested that the watermain issue should go before the City Council.  The Planning Commission discussed the issue further, and they decided that the watermian issue should be straightened out before they give a recommendation on the proposed site plan. 
Motion: LH/DW, all in favor; to table the issue until the watermain extension has been resolved.
2. Concept / Sketch Plan Review
Ken and Jen Tufte presented a concept plan for a daycare facility on their property at 1452 Hidden Crossing to the Planning Commission.  They submitted a letter detailing their proposal and site plan.  Before the Tuftes proceeded any further with the project, they asked for approval of their concept plan.
The Planning Commission welcomed their concept plan with the following site plan recommendations/comments: 

1. Move the building towards Hidden Crossing

2. Make the building look/feel like the surrounding residences

3. Playground should be on the northern part of the building

4. Use earth tone colors

5. Use landscaping and screening techniques to soften the noise and visual impacts to the neighboring houses

Motion: LH/RM, all in favor; to approve the concept plan for a daycare facility at 1452 Hidden Crossing with the said comments.
3. Ziermann Property
Mary Ziermann informed the Planning Commission that the Ziermann property, southwest of the 70th Street and Hwy. 25 intersection, might be developed in the near future.  He went on to ask the Planning Commission for their thoughts on future land uses in this area.  The Planning Commission members proceeded to give advice on different types of land uses that they would like to see on that property. 
Baker reminded Ziermann that the City is in the process of producing a Comprehensive Plan including a Land Use Plan that will show specific land use designations including the Ziermann Property.  Baker also stated that it would be a good idea for any property developers to set up preliminary meetings with City staff regarding basic site planning and City regulations.  
4. New Lighting & Sign Ordinance
Baker presented the Commission with sign and lighting ordinances from other communities.  He suggested that the Commission look at the different ordinances, highlight the important features, and report back with comments to discuss at the next meeting.
Commissioners’ Report
LW asked if all the Shimmcor Commercial/Industrial properties had come into compliance yet with the City’s landscaping and screening requirements.  Baker said he would research the issue further and report back to the Commission.
Planner’s Report
None.
V. ADJOURN

Motion: LH/RM, all in favor; to adjourn the meeting at 9:26 pm.

Respectfully submitted:

_________________________

Benjamin Baker, City Planner


ATTEST:

_______________________________

                                                                                      
Tom Stifter, Chair

