
City of Mayer

Planning Commission
Meeting Minutes

April 4, 2006
Present:  Council Liaison Ron Haag, Commission Chair, Tom Stifter, Commissioners Les Hahn, Don Wachholz, and Rod Maetzold
Absent: Lowell Wasser and Chris Biehle
Staff:  Benjamin Baker - City Planner
I. Call Meeting to Order
Meeting called to order at 7:38 PM by Chair Stifter.
II. Adopt Agenda

Motion: LH/RM, all in favor; to approve the agenda. 
III. Adopt Minutes

Motion: TS/RH all in favor; to approve the minutes of the March 14, 2006 meeting. 

IV. OLD BUSINESS

None.

V. NEW BUSINESS

1. Parking Pad Issue
Baker stated that the City had been receiving various complaints regarding parking pad issues in residential neighborhoods.  He explained that the City currently has a 10’ setback regulation in which parking areas shall stay 10’ back from the property line.  Baker stated that the 10’ setback rule has probably never been enforced since its adoption on July 17, 2003, and he suspects that there are homes currently in violation of the dimensional standard.  He stated that individual neighborhoods might have covenants restricting parking pads and vehicle parking, but the City does not usually enforce neighborhood covenants.  Covenants are enforced by neighborhood groups, associations, or by the developer.  The Commission recommended that screening, fencing, or enforcement of covenants might to help mitigate current violators.
Baker explained that parking pad areas have become a “hot issue” over the years in many communities, therefore, forcing many Cities to create specific regulations for parking pads in residential neighborhoods.  Baker asked the Commission if they were interested in creating more specific regulations for parking pads.   The Commission thought that neighborhood groups should start enforcing their own regulations, but that City rules may be necessary too.  The Commission suggested that Staff further research the problem and collect information from other Cities.  

2. Ordinance No. 102-P (if approved) – Zoning Ordinance Amendment

Planner Baker proposed three changes to the current zoning ordinance – dimensional standards:  One, change the current rear yard setback for the R-1 District from 30’ to 50’ to be consistent with other language stated in the Zoning Ordinance (Single Family Dwelling Districts).  Two, clarify the minimum lot width standards.  Three, clarify residential corner lot language and dimensional standards.  Baker explained that these changes are necessary for clarification and consistency within the zoning ordinance.  He also explained that Mayer currently uses a straight line to measure lot widths at the setback line, but the Commission may want to consider an arc or other measurement methods in the future.

Motion: LH/DW all in favor; to approve Ordinance 102-P (if approved by the City Council). 

VI. COMMISSIONERS’ REPORT

RM asked Staff if the City still had a storage space regulation, limiting storage area in residential districts.  Baker reminded the Commission that R-1 areas can only have 25% lot coverage.  He gave examples of impervious surface including sheds, driveways, garages, and homes.  He also stated that the Zoning Ordinance has specific regulations limiting the number and size of accessory buildings.
TS asked Staff about future plans for the development of the Wilford Hasse property.  Baker stated that the City is currently without a plan for this area, and that Staff has been encouraging any future developers to wait for the current comprehensive planning process to be completed and approved so that a guide is available for future development planning. 

VII. PLANNER’S REPORT

None.

V. ADJOURN

Motion: RM/DW, all in favor; to adjourn the meeting at 8:40 PM.
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