CITY OF MAYER
PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION MINUTES

Tuesday, March 1, 2005 · 6:00 pm

Commission Members Present: Gary Hittle, Bob Johnson, Gerry McMillan, and Council Liaison Myron Taylor

Commission Members Absent: None.

Staff Present: Chelsea Alger-City Planner

Also Present: Les Hahn.

I. CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 6:07pm.

II. ADOPT AGENDA

Commission Chair Taylor asked if there were any additions to the Agenda. Alger indicated that the time should be changed from 7:00 to 6:00 pm.

Motion: GM/BJ, all in favor; to adopt the Agenda with changes.

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Motion: GM/BJ, all in favor; to adopt the Minutes of February 1, 2005 as presented.

IV. NEW/OLD BUSINESS

1.
Public Hearing- DNR Grant Information.

6:10- Public Hearing opened:

Alger presented the information for the DNR Grant application. She indicated that funding was being sought for the construction of a play structure a trail in Old Schoolhouse Park and that if grant dollars were awarded that the project would be set for completion in late spring/early summer 2006. The total cost of the project, including grading, site preparation, installation of the play equipment and construction of the trail was proposed to be $58, 365. The City’s portion of the project cost would be funded through the park dedication fund. None of the project costs would be assessed to the residents of Mayer. Alger then went over general maintenance costs.

Resident Les Hahn inquired about other park fund fees, such as revenue from the cell phone tower rental fee. Alger stated that all of the money is allocated into one park capital fund, since the City had not established a CIP for the parks yet. 

Hahn further inquired about other grant opportunities for the parks. Alger stated that the City was trying to look more aggressively at grants for all types of projects around the City.

6:30- Public Hearing closed:

Alger stated that the deadline for the application was March 31st and that the Council would be approving the appropriate resolution at their meeting on March 28th.

2.
City Entrance Signs

Alger stated that she contacted Tony from Redwood Signs in regards to seeing a template of the city signs before signing the contract for services, as the Parks Commission directed at the February meeting. Tony’s response was that the company did not provide designs prior to signing the contract, due to the fact that they have had issues in the past with other entities taking the design to another company to get a lower bid. He further stated that the designing of the sign was part of the quoted price, so the City would not be getting something that they didn’t want.

Commissioner Hittle stated that he had spoken with another sign company who stated that Redwood should be providing a design. He felt that the City should not sign the contract for the full amount until they saw a design template. If Redwood was really the company the Commission wanted to go with, then the City should offer signing an “earnest” contract until the Commission saw the design and was happy with it. In addition, Hittle stated that he would talk to the other sign company in the meantime to see what kind of prices they had to offer.

Motion: GM/BT, all in favor; to direct Alger to contact Tony from Redwood Signs in regards to signing an “earnest” contract until a sign design was agreed upon and for Commissioner Hittle to contact the other firm in regards to their prices.

3.
Softball field upgrades

Alger present a request from the local Bantam League to complete some work on the City’s two softball fields in Old Schoolhouse Park in order to make it playable this summer. The work to be completed would be purchasing four sets of stakes and two more moveable pitchers rubbers for a total cost of around $80. In addition, public works or someone hired by public works, would need to stake the fields at 60’ and 75’ (they are currently staked at 65’) and set those stakes.

Motion: BJ/GM, all in favor; to approve the purchase and installation of four addition sets of stakes and two pitchers rubbers.

5.
Park Facilities Priority List

Alger stated that with the recent adoption of the park master plan and the requests by the baseball association for additional improvements in Old Schoolhouse Park, staff felt the Commission and Council should hold a workshop to discuss prioritizing a facilities list for a Parks CIP. Alger recommended meeting before the City Council meeting on March 28th. The Commission felt this was an excellent idea and the date seemed to work with everyone. Alger stated she would provide the Commission and Council with the necessary information the week before the 28th.

7.
Commissioner’s Report

Commissioner McMillan and Planner Alger gave an update on what had been happening in the Crow River Steering Committee meetings.

Commissioner McMillan indicated that he had given the list of potential Eagle Scout projects to Zach Stifter. Stifter will go through the list and get back to the Commission.

Council Liaison Taylor indicated that Commissioner Miller had resigned. The Commission was directed to think of potential replacements for Miller by the next meeting. Alger stated they could put a notice in the City’s spring newsletter.

8.
Planner’s Report

Alger indicated that she had accepted the full-time position with the City of Watertown and that the expected start date was around May 2nd. The date could be pushed back, however, depending on the timeline for hiring a replacement.

V.
Adjourment
Motion: GM/BJ, all in favor; to adjourn the meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:05 pm.

Respectfully Submitted By:

Chelsea Alger

City Planner

