
CITY OF MAYER
PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION MINUTES

Tuesday, May 1, 2007
Commission Members Present:  Council Liaison Myron Taylor, Commission Members Bob Johnson, Gary Hittle, and Jason Roberts
Commission Members Absent:  Krista Goedel
Staff Present:  Benjamin Baker, City Planner
Also Present:  Matt Woida
Before the meeting, the Commission presented Bob Johnson with a new shovel for helping plant trees in West Ridge Park.

I. CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 5:31 PM.
II. ADOPT AGENDA

Motion: BJ/JR, all in favor; to adopt the Agenda.
III. APROVAL OF MINUTES

Motion:  JR/BJ, all in favor; to adopt the Minutes of February 6, 2007.
IV. OLD BUSINESS

None.
V. NEW BUSINESS

1. Parks & Trails Improvement Plan
Baker presented a detailed list of proposed park and trail improvements and cost estimates to the Commissioners.  The list was based off of the 2005 Park Survey, park site plans, Commissioners’ ideas, and the City Council capital improvement plan.  The Commission discussed each item on the list as a group and prioritized/ranked the park/trail improvements as high, medium, and low.  
BJ stated that West Ridge Park trails and finishing Ball Field # 1 should be the highest priorities and the rest of the Commission agreed with him.  The Commission also agreed that larger trees, shrubs, benches, and nice trash receptacles should be considered a high priority and placed in all existing parks.   Other high ranking items included constructing a new Community Center / Old Schoolhouse Park parking lot (including sidewalks and landscaping), building a skate park in Bluejay Park, adding an Old Schoolhouse Park trail to Sunset Meadow trail connection, and flooding an outside ice skating rink (without boards) with lighting.  
Medium ranking park and trail improvement items included:  fencing for Ball Fields # 2 and # 3, park signage for all parks, trail connections to Fieldstone and the Dakota Trail, Old Schoolhouse Park site plan amenities (basketball courts, tennis courts, horse shoe pits, volleyball courts, field lights, and a pavilion/restroom building), trail lights, parkland property acquisition, and West Ridge Park alleyway reconstruction.  All remaining items were then listed as low priority projects.

2. Twins Field Grant Application
Baker presented a completed 2007 Twins Field Grant Application to the Commission.  He explained that the grant would be used to erect fencing around Ball Fields # 2 and # 3 (quoted at approximately $31,000).  After disusing the issue and ranking the project as medium priority, the Commissioners decided not to pursue the grant for the current year. 
3. Skate Park Location
The Commissioners agreed that a future skate park should be located in Bluejay Park next to the new Water Treatment Plant.  The Commission thought that the urban, separate, and centralized location would be appealing to the skaters.  They also thought that a skate park at Old Schoolhouse Park might not mix in as well with the current and proposed uses in the park.  GH suggested a mulit-use basketball court and skate park in Bluejay Park.  JR suggested removal and replacement of the current concrete pad and placing the existing skateboard ramps on the pad.
VI. commissioners’ report

None.
VII. staff report
Baker updated the Commission on various park and trail projects (Old Schoolhouse Park concession building, new play equipment, West Ridge Park tree planting, and Meadow Park trail).
VIII. Adjourment
Motion: BJ/GH, all in favor; to adjourn the meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:59 PM.
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