#5 Wellhead Protection

A Well by Any Other Name
(This article is part of a series of 15 articles related to wellhead protection.  The goal of wellhead protection is  to prevent pollutants from contaminating public water supply wells.  The City of Mayer has developed a wellhead protection plan which will only be effective if the community is involved.  If you would like more information about wellhead protection, contact the MN Department of Health (MDH) at (507) 292-5138 or visit their website at  GOTOBUTTON BM_1_ www.health.state.mn.us.)

The wells that provide our drinking water have been classified into various categories.  Wellhead protection is only required for certain types of public water supply wells.  A public water supply well is defined as a well that provides piped drinking water for human use to 15 or more service connections or to 25 or more people for at least 60 days per year.  There are two categories of public water supply wells: community and noncommunity wells.


Examples of community wells include wells operated by cities or those that serve mobile home parks or  subdivisions.  These wells have at least 15 service connections for year round residents or serve 25 or more year round residents.  There are about 2400 community public water supply wells in Minnesota.  Because these wells serve a large number of people on a year round basis, they are the first to be phased into wellhead protection.


Noncommunity wells, which serve populations other than year round residents, can be divided into two groups: nontransient and transient.  Nontransient noncommunity wells serve facilities such as hospitals, schools, or factories where the same people use the water on a regular basis, but not necessarily year round. (Nontransient means not temporary.)  These wells serve at least 25 of the same people for more than six months of the year.  There are about 1000 nontransient noncommunity wells in Minnesota.  Wells that primarily serve children are a priority in this category, such as wells for schools and day care centers.


Transient noncommunity wells serve a transient, or temporary, population.  Examples are wells for  parks, restaurants, campgrounds, and churches.  This is the largest group of wells  in Minnesota numbering about 6300.  Since these wells serve people who are not using them on a regular basis, their requirements for wellhead protection are not as extensive as for wells in the other categories.  


Private wells are wells that do not fit into any of the categories above.  There are no requirements for wellhead protection for private wells, although protecting private wells from contamination is also important.  Measures taken to protect public water supplies can also benefit private wells and vice versa. .

