#14 Wellhead Protection

Who You Gonna Call?
(This article is part of a series of 15 articles related to wellhead protection.  The goal of wellhead protection is  to prevent pollutants from contaminating public water supply wells.  The City of Mayer has developed a wellhead protection plan which will only be effective if the community is involved.  If you would like more information about wellhead protection, contact the MN Department of Health (MDH) at (507) 292-5138 or visit their website at  GOTOBUTTON BM_1_ www.health.state.mn.us.)

The process of wellhead protection can be complicated and expensive, especially for smaller communities with limited resources.  This can be a hardship for many communities, so there are sources of assistance that communities can call on for wellhead protection.


The MN Department of Health (MDH) is the lead agency statewide for wellhead protection.  In anticipation of the need for assistance to public water suppliers, MDH has four planners on staff to assist with wellhead protection.  They are located in district offices throughout the state in order to be more accessible to those that need their assistance.  They are there to provide practical and effective advice to the public water supplier on drinking water protection and can direct the public water supplier to other staff and agencies who can provide many types of  assistance.  They also help to coordinate wellhead protection activities among other state agencies and local governments.  MDH provides extensive guidance and technical assistance to communities with populations under 3,300 whose local resources are usually limited.


In southeastern Minnesota, the Southeast Minnesota Water Resources Board has received grants to assist public water suppliers with wellhead protection.  The grants have funded pumping tests for several communities.  The tests provide essential information about how easily water moves underground and how quickly the aquifer recovers when water is pumped from it.  These data may also be usable by other communities with wells in the same aquifer settings.  The grants have also funded data collection to determine ground water flow direction and development of educational materials and models about wellhead protection.  


Public water suppliers can also look to other local governmental agencies for assistance.  Many counties have included wellhead protection activities in their Comprehensive Local Water Management Plans.  County water plans involve staff from a variety of agencies.  Soil and Water Conservation Districts, county planning and zoning, public health, solid waste, Extension, Natural Resources Conservation Service, and local contacts for state agencies are often involved with local water planning activities that may complement or enhance wellhead protection.  

