#13 Wellhead Protection

Decisions Are Made by Those Who Show Up
(This article is part of a series of 15 articles related to wellhead protection.  The goal of wellhead protection is  to prevent pollutants from contaminating public water supply wells.  The City of Mayer has developed a wellhead protection plan which will only be effective if the community is involved.  If you would like more information about wellhead protection, contact the MN Department of Health (MDH) at (507) 292-5138 or visit their website at  GOTOBUTTON BM_1_ www.health.state.mn.us.)

Drinking water protection is no different from other public policy - those who take part in the process are the ones who make decisions about how things happen.  Drinking water protection, known more formally as Wellhead Protection for drinking water supplies that use ground water, is an effort that can include many people in many roles.   


All water quality protection comes down to the actions of the individual in his or her daily life.  Simple decisions about how much you recycle, which products you buy and their packaging and reusability, how much water you use, how you maintain your septic system, how you dispose of household hazardous wastes, where and how you use lawn and garden chemicals, and many others have an impact on the quality of drinking water.  Our first responsibility for protecting drinking water lies with these types of everyday decisions.


Other actions can also be taken to guide the process of drinking water protection.  As each public water supplier begins wellhead protection, a local wellhead protection planning group will be formed to involve interested parties in the wellhead protection process.  You can be part of that group to help identify problems, conflicts and opportunities in the community that should be addressed in the wellhead protection plan.  As part of this group, you also help to educate other members of the community about water-related issues and options available to protect their drinking water supply.  You can also bring into the discussion the information and perceptions of members of the community so their views are considered in the wellhead protection process.  Even if you are not a part of the wellhead protection planning group, you may wish to attend meetings related to wellhead protection to become informed and to share your ideas.


Residents in the community will be asked to help identify potential sources of pollution within the Drinking Water Supply Management Area.  Even if you do not live within this area, your drinking water depends on how those sources are managed.  It is in everyone’s best interest to be aware of potential risks to the water supply and how to properly manage them to prevent contamination of the water supply.  Planning for future land uses is also important so that risks are not added where they can cause water quality problems.  With input from its residents, the community can make sound decisions about how to manage land uses that impact water quality. 


Decisions are made by those who show up;  be part of the process or let others make the decisions for you.

