ORDINANCE NO. 191
(Chicken Regulations)

CITY OF MAYER

CARVER COUNTY, MINNESOTA

February 24, 2014

AN ORDINANCE LICENSING AND REGULATING THE RAISING AND KEEPING
OF CHICKENS IN THE CITY OF MAYER

The City Council of the City of Mayer, Carver County, Minnesota, ordains that:

Section 1.  Purpose and Scope.  It is recognized that the ability to cultivate one’s own food is a sustainable activity that can also be a rewarding past time.  Therefore, it is the purpose and intent of this Ordinance, subject to the conditions and requirements of this Ordinance, to permit the limited keeping and maintenance of chicken hens for eggs and meet sources in a clean and sanitary manner that is not a nuisance to or detrimental to the public health, safety and welfare of the community.

Section 2.  Keeping of Chickens.  The raising, harboring, maintaining and keeping of chickens in the City of Mayer is prohibited except as provided by this Ordinance and except as may be allowed in the City of Mayer agricultural zoning districts.

Section 3.  License Required.  A license is required for any person seeking to keep chickens as allowed by this Ordinance.  An applicant must complete an application form provided by the city.  Any amendment to an existing license shall constitute a new application and fee.  The application shall include, but not limited to the following information:

a. Written, dated and signed consents from at least 75% of the owners of all properties within 200 feet of the applicant’s property.  Such consents may also be required upon any request for renewal of the license.

b. A scaled drawing (Site Plan) showing the location, size, and dimensions of all structures (coops, etc.) and containment areas for the chickens including the distance of all structures and containment areas from adjoining structures and neighboring property lines and city setback requirements.

c. The number of chickens to be kept on site.

d. Detailed feces and waste removal plan.

e. An agreement by the applicant that the premises may be inspected by the city at all reasonable times to ensure compliance with all applicable conditions.

f. A statement that the applicant understands the conditions and requirements of this Ordinance.

Section 4.  Duration of License and Fee.  

a. Each license issued under this Ordinance shall expire on December 31 in the year of issuance unless sooner revoked.  A license shall be renewed annually to continue the limited keeping of chickens.

b. The annual fee for a license shall be in such amount as set forth in the City fee Ordinance, which shall be paid at the time of the making of the application.

Section 5.  Right of Entry for Inspections.  The animal control officer or city administrator’s designee may enter and inspect any property or accessory building for the keeping of chickens at any reasonable time for the purpose of investigating an actual or suspected violation to ascertain compliance or noncompliance with this section.

Section 6.  License Subject to Terms and Conditions of this Ordinance, Private Restrictions and Revocation.  

a. A license is subject to all terms and conditions of this Ordinance and any additional conditions deemed necessary by the City to protect the public health, safety, and welfare.  Private restrictions such as covenants take precedence over the permit.  A permit issued to a person whose premises are subject to covenants that prohibit the keeping of chickens is subject to be voided.  The interpretation and enforcement of the private restrictions is the sole responsibility of the private parties involved.

b. The City may revoke a license for failure to comply with provisions of this Ordinance or any of the license’s conditions.  Prior to revoking a license, the City shall provide the owner with notice of the revocation and an opportunity to appeal the revocation to the city council.

Section 7.  Limitations on Keeping of Chickens.

a. Intent and Purpose.  It is the intent and purpose of this section to set standards for the limited keeping of chickens in the City of Mayer.

b. Conditions.  The limited keeping of chickens may be permitted as  one additional accessory use to a detached single-family  property dwelling unit subject to the following:

1. The owner of the chickens shall live in the dwelling on the property and the property owner is in receipt of a license as required by this Ordinance.

2.   No more than four five total hen chickens shall be kept on the single-family dwelling unit property.

3. No roosters or adult male chickens shall be kept on the single-family dwelling unit property.

4. All chickens shall be kept within a separate enclosed building and/or fenced outdoor containment area subject to the following:

(a) The building shall be less than 120 square feet in size and not exceed six feet in height.

(b) The building shall comply with all setbacks and other standards for accessory buildings, unless otherwise stated herein.

(c) Any outdoor containment area, run or exercise yard shall be screened from view from all neighboring properties and rights-of-way.  Outdoor containment areas shall not exceed 20 square feet per bird and shall be enclosed by a fence not to exceed six feet in height.

(d) Any building or containment area shall be located in the rear yard only and shall be at least 50 feet from adjacent habitable structures.

(e) Fencing used to contain chickens shall comply with applicable conditions of the City Code, but in any event shall be sufficient to contain the chickens from being able to leave the site.

(f) Chickens shall not be kept within the dwelling unit or garage.

(g) The accessory building and/or containment area shall be maintained in good repair, in a clean and sanitary manner, free of vermin, and free of objectionable odors.

(h) Chickens shall remain in the building and/or containment area at all times and shall not run at large.

(i) Chickens shall remain in the building from sunset to sunrise each day to prevent nuisance noise and the attraction of vermin and predators.

(j) Leg banding of all chickens is required.  The bands must identify the owner’s name, address, and telephone number.

 (same as 4c?)

5. The slaughter of chickens on site is prohibited.

6. The raising of chickens for breeding purposes is prohibited.

7. The sale of eggs or other commercial activity on the premises is prohibited.

8. Feces and discarded feed shall be regularly collected and only stored temporarily on site in a leak-proof container with a tight-fitting cover to prevent nuisance odors and the attraction of vermin.  Such waste shall not be composted on site.

9. Chicken feed shall be stored in leak-proof containers with a tight-fitting cover to prevent attracting vermin.

10. Chicken fighting is prohibited.

11. Dead chickens must be disposed of according to the Minnesota Board of Animal Health Rules which require chicken carcasses to be disposed of as soon as possible after death, usually within 48-72 hours.  Legal forms of chicken carcass disposal include offsite burial, offsite incineration or rendering, or offsite composting.

12. The holder of a license who no longer intends to keep chickens or whose license has expired shall notify the City and remove all structures, fences and containment areas where chickens have been kept.

Section 8. Violators and Penalties.  

a. Any person keeping chickens without a license issued under this Ordinance or continues to keep chickens after the license has expired or been revoked shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.  If a license is revoked or a person is found guilty of a violation of this Ordinance, no new license may be issued for a minimum period of one (1) year after such event.

b. Any person violating any conditions of this Ordinance shall reimburse the City for all costs and expenses incurred by the City to enforce the conditions of the license including but not limited to the pickup and impounding of chickens.

Section 9.  Severability and Savings Clause.  If any section or portion of this Ordinance shall be found unconstitutional or otherwise invalid or unenforceable by a court of competent jurisdiction, that finding shall not serve as an invalidation or affect the validity and enforceability of any other section or portion of this Ordinance.

Section 10.  Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after the date of passage, approval and publication according to law.  Any other ordinance or section of the City of Mayer Code of Ordinances that is inconsistent with this Ordinance is hereby repealed.


Passed and adopted by the City Council of the City of Mayer this _______ day of ______________, 2014.


							_________________________________
							Mike Dodge, Mayor

Attest:

___________________________
Lois A. Maetzold, City Clerk
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