City of Mayer
Regular
Planning Commission Meeting
Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, October 4, 2011 
	
Commission Members Present:  Tom Stifter, Lowell Wasser, Rod Maetzold and Krista Goedel 

Commission Members Absent:  Les Hahn, Don Wachholz and Council Liaison Bruce Osborn.   

Others Present:  

Staff Present:  Luayn Murphy, City Administrator


1.   CALL MEETING TO ORDER

Meeting called to order at 6:05 PM by Chair Stifter.        

2. ADOPT AGENDA

On a motion by Commissioner Goedel and seconded by Commissioner Maetzold to approve the agenda.  Motion carried 4/0.  

3.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
On a motion by Commissioner Maetzold and seconded by Commission Wasser to approve the minutes of the May 24, 2011 meeting.  Motion carried 4/0.

4.  Ordinance 173
Staff reviewed proposed ordinance 173 establishing a board of appeals and adjustments. This ordinance is to bring the City into compliance with a recent Supreme Court ruling and Minnesota Statute change.  

Prior to May 2011 the undue hardship standard was applied to variances.  The law was rewritten amending statutes 462.357 subdivision 6 to restore the ability of local units of government to be able to issue a variance.  The standard that is now used is “Practical Difficulties”.  
There are three factors of “practical difficulties.” 
1.  Property owner proposes to use the property in a reasonable manner.
2.  Land owner’s problem is due to circumstances unique to the property.
3.  Variance is granted it will not alter the essential character of the locality. 
The City should find a variance application should also make the following findings:  Whether or not the variance is in harmony with the purpose and intent of the ordinance and whether or not the variance is consistent with the comprehensive plan.  
The written request for a variance is subject to the 60-day rule and must be approved or denied within the 60-day time period.  The time period can be extended but only in written form before the 60-day time period expires.  

5.   Commissioners Report
Comments about dog owners not picking up after their pets.  Staff will notify Carver County CSO.  

6.  ADJOURNMENT 
On a motion by Commissioner Maetzold and seconded by Commissioner Goedel to adjourn the meeting at 6:30 PM.  Motion carried 4/0.   
