
CITY OF MAYER
PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION MINUTES

Tuesday, March 14, 2006
Commission Members Present:  Council Liaison Myron Taylor, Bob Johnson, Gary Hittle, and Gerry McMillan
Commission Members Absent:  Jason Roberts
Staff Present:  Benjamin Baker, City Planner, and Cynthia Smith-Strack, MDG Comprehensive Plan Consultant
I. CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 5:31 PM.
II. ADOPT AGENDA

Motion: GM/BJ, all in favor; to adopt the Agenda with following additions:  Parks, Trails, and Recreation Chapter – Comp Plan review, Old Schoolhouse Park Concept Plan, and West Ridge Park - Grading Plan. 
III. OLD BUSINESS

1. Trail System Planning

City Planner Baker handed out a map showing current and proposed parks and trails.  He stated that future trail planning would continue at the next meeting. 
IV. NEW BUSINESS

1. Comp Plan - Parks, Trails, and Recreation Chapter
Planning Consultant Cynthia Smith-Strack presented the Park & Recreation Commission with the draft Parks, Trails, and Recreation Chapter of the Comp Plan.  Smith-Strack suggested that the Park & Recreation Commission should be involved in future plat and development review.  She also recommended changing some of the language in the current Subdivision Ordinance to make Park Dedication requirement clear and consistent with the Comp Plan.
Cynthia Smith-Strack asked the Commission two key questions:  One, what is more valuable to the City, parkland or payment in-lieu of land?  Two, in the future, should there be more neighborhood (smaller) parks scattered throughout developments or fewer community (larger) parks placed strategically?  All the Commissions agreed that parkland was more valuable, and they suggested planning for more neighborhood parks that could be easily accessed by walking a short distance.     
The park, trails, and recreation discussion continued at the Comprehensive Planning meeting following the Park & Recreation Commission meeting.

2. Old Schoolhouse Park Concept Plan
Baker handed out concept plans to the Commission of the Old Schoolhouse Park shelter/concession stand/restrooms facility.  He asked them to review the sketches and comment on them. 
3. West Ridge Park - Grading Plan
Baker stated that a new grading plan of West Ridge Park, revised by Bolton & Menk, was complete and ready for review and comment.

V. commissioners’ report

None.

VI. staff report
None.

VII. Adjourment
Motion: BJ/GM, all in favor; to adjourn the meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:25 PM.
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