MAYER CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – SEPTEMBER 13, 2004
CALL REGULAR MEETING TO ORDER AT 7:30 P.M. BY MAYOR THOMAS

PRESENT: Mayor Thomas, Council Smith, McIntosh, Plendl and Taylor 

ABSENT: 

ALSO PRESENT: Tim Hanson, Virg Muller, Greg Kluver, Don Wachholz, Jim McPadden, Ardell Barlau, Tim Wortman, Chris Biehle, Barb Splettstoeszer, Emily Hedges, Administrator Murphy and Clerk Maetzold. 

The Meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVE RESOLUTION NO. 09-13-04-10 REGARDING EMPLOYMENT AGREEMENT FOR LUAYN MURPHY

MOTION was made by Council Plendl with a second by Council Taylor to Approve Resolution No. 09-13-04-10 Ratifying the Employment Agreement for Luayn Murphy as presented.  Approved 5/0 Mayor Thomas introduces Mayer’s new City Administrator Luayn Murphy to the public in attendance.
APPROVE COUNCIL MINUTES

MOTION was made by Council Plendl with a second by Council Smith to approve the Council meeting minutes of August 23, 2004 as presented.  Approved 5/0
APPROVE CLAIMS FOR SEPTEMBER 2004
MOTION was made by Council McIntosh with a second by Council Plendl to approve the claims for September 2004 as presented.   Approved 5/0  Administrator Murphy reported that from now on she will review all claims prior to the meeting, and that the Council will get a listing of the claims in their packets.  As always, the claims will be available for the Council to review if requested.
CITY ENGINEER’S REPORT

· WWTF Addition Update – Virg Muller updated the Council on WWTF addition progress, and that they continue to be on schedule.   He has also updated the album of pictures showing the progress of the project.  He reported that there will be a monthly construction meeting later this week.
· Approve WWTF Improvements Pay Request #2 – MOTION was made by Council Plendl with a second by Council Taylor to approve the WWTF Improvements Pay Request #2 to Gridor Construction Inc in the amount of $250,677.00 as presented.  Approved 5/0
· Sign at WWTF – Administrator Murphy reported that to comply with MPCA, the City Engineer proposes to install signs on the fence at the WWTF ponds.  This will satisfy their requirement to inform the public that the ponds are there.  A MOTION was made by Council Plendl and a second by Council Taylor to approve the pond notification signage as proposed.  Approved 5/0
NEXTEL
Steve Truman, representing the Nextel West Corp. appeared before the Council to discuss the proposed Lease Agreement between the City of Mayer and Nextel West Corp. for use of the City’s water tower for wireless communications facilities.  The agreement was drafted by the City’s attorney, modeled after a similar agreement in Watertown.  It includes an annual lease payment of $15,000 with a 4% yearly increase.  A MOTION was made by Council Smith with a second by Council Plendl to approve the lease agreement as presented pending receipt of a signed copy from Nextel within 20 days and a check for an escrow amount of $5,000.00.  Approved 5/0
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

· Community Center Maintenance Wage – A MOTION was made by Council Smith and a second by Council McIntosh to set the wage for the Community Center maintenance person Marie Jenson at $15.00 per hour.   Approved 5/0
NEW BUSINESS:

· Certification of 2005 Proposed Levy – MOTION was made by Council Plendl with a second by Council McIntosh to approve RESOLUTION 09-13-04-11 adopting a year 2004 Preliminary Tax Levy for the City of Mayer collection in 2005 of $640,397.00.   Approved 5/0  This Preliminary Tax Levy reflects an approximate 8% decrease in the tax rate over the previous year.
· Approve Ordinance No. 110 Annexing certain land into the Corporate Limits of the City of Mayer – City Attorney David Hubert has proposed now that the City of Mayer has acquired ownership of the Olson property for the drainage pond, the City should proceed immediately to have this property annexed into the City of Mayer.  A MOTION was made by Council Plendl with a second by Council Taylor to approve Ordinance No. 110 as presented.  Approved 5/0

· City Hall Hours – The appointment of the Administrator now allows more flexibility in the hours that the City can serve the public.  In the past City Hall did not open until 8:30 and closed over lunch time.  Now that there is more staff, the office can be open to accommodate the public.  A MOTION was made by Council Plendl with a second by Council Taylor to approve the new City Hall Hours of 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and to be open during lunch time.  Approved 5/0
· Change in Payroll – Currently the City employees are paid on a monthly basis.  The new Administrator’s employment contract indicates biweekly payroll, so all employees should be offered the same.  Administrator Murphy proposes changing to a biweekly payroll.  A MOTION was made by Council Plendl with a second by Council Taylor to approve the change to biweekly payroll.  Approved  5/0  

· Adoption of Record Retention Schedule – The purpose of the records retention is to assist local units of government in managing records by giving direction on retention and disposal of records.  In order for the City staff to implement the schedule the City Council must adopt the records retention schedule.  A MOTION was made by Council Plendl with a second by Council Smith to adopt the State Records Retention Schedule as presented.  Approved 5/0
· Request to use Community Center – A resident of the City has requested to coordinate an adult basketball night and would like to use the Community Center.  He is proposing Sunday’s from 7:00 – 9:00 pm for the late fall and early winter months.  A MOTION was made by Council McIntosh with a second by Council Smith to approve Tim Wortman coordinate an adult basketball night beginning in November.  There will be no fee on a trial basis for this season.  It will be reassessed next year.  Approved 5/0
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

1. Planner’s Report:

· Zoning Ordinance 102-I – A public hearing was held by the Planning Commission to review the proposed amendment to the Zoning Ordinance 102-I, which encompasses the amendments to the Landscape Ordinance regarding the establishments of lawns.  After review, a MOTION was made by Council Plendl with a second by Council Taylor to approve Ordinance 102-I as presented.  Approved 5/0
2. Community Center – The new backboards have been installed.  Roy’s Electric has been contacted to wire the units.  Repairs needed to men’s bathroom partition.
3. Water/Sewer – Greg Kluver reported that the new water tower was officially put on line on Thursday, September 9th.  It has been set at mid level 200,000 gallons for now.  The fence has been installed around the tower site and blacktopping is scheduled for this week.  The watering ban is still on.  It will need Council action to remove.  There was discussion that would keep the ban in place until the City has adequate water treatment plant capacities to match the tower.  The construction crew at the WWTF addition is running out of room for storage.  It was approved for them to use the front area for storage until pipe work is completed, which will be completed and removed by fall.  The City will get a signed agreement to restore the site when material is removed.
4. Streets –The second wear course has been installed on W. Ridge Rd.
5. Parks – The trail entrance sign has been installed.  The Baseball Club has sprayed for weed control at the ball fields.  Council Taylor reported that the area around the playground has been backfilled.  There is a need for more rock for the trail between the playground areas due to erosion.  Council approved for all trails to be dressed up and rolled before fall.  Other discussion included the need for park benches at the playground site and possibly a three sided structure to screen the restroom next season.  Taylor reported that Sentence to Serve would be able to construct such a structure.  The Council would like the Park Board to research new “Entrance” signs.
6. Fire Department – Two new applicants will be interviewed.  The Fire Department is planning an Open House on Saturday, October 16th.
OTHER BUSINESS

· Building Permit Update – The Building Permit report for July 9th through August 5th, 2004 was reviewed.  Total permit valuation amounted to $1,728,660.00.

· Approve Resolution No. 09-13-2004-12, Wetland Boundary Location for Sunset Meadows – A MOTION was made by Council Plendl with a second by Council Taylor to Approve Resolution No 09-13-2004-12 Approving the Wetland Boundary Location and Application for the Filling of 13,625 Square Feet of Wetland to Facilitate the Development of Sunset Meadows.  Approved 5/0

· Approve “Consent Agenda” – Administrator Murphy explained to the Council that Meeting time could be saved by adopting a consent agenda.  She presented a proposed agenda that highlighted the change.  MOTION was made by Council Plendl with a second by Council McIntosh to approve the adoption of a “Consent Agenda”.  Approved 5/0 
· Council “Filing” Report – Clerk Maetzold reported that the following persons have filed for the upcoming election on November: Mayor – Gerry Thomas, Council – Ron Haag, Connie McIntosh and Gerard Plendl. 
ADJOURN

There being no further business, a MOTION was made by Council Plendl with a second by Council Taylor to adjourn the meeting at 8:37 p.m.  Approved 5/0







_______________________________

                            





Gerald W. Thomas, Mayor

Attest: ______________________________

            Luayn Murphy, City Administrator
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