MAYER CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – SEPTEMBER 25, 2006     

Call Regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. by Mayor Gerry Thomas
PRESENT: Mayor Thomas, Council Members Taylor, Haag and Capaul and Oman

ABSENT: 

STAFF:  Administrator Murphy, City Engineer David Martini and Clerk Maetzold

ALSO PRESENT:  Mike Dodge, Don Wachholz and Jim McPadden
The Meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVE AGENDA

MOTION made by Council Member Taylor with a second by Council Member Oman to approve the agenda with the addition of selecting a workshop date with Watertown Township to discuss orderly annexation boundaries.  Motion Carried 5/0
APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA

MOTION was made by Council Member Haag with a second by Council Member Capaul to approve the Consent Agenda as presented:  Motion Carried 5/0. 

1. Approval of Minutes of the September 11, 2006 Regular Council Meeting 

2. Approval of Minutes of the September 13, 2006 Special Council Meeting 

3. Approval of Minutes for the EDA Meeting of August 15, 2006

4. Approval of Additional Claims for September 2006

5. Approve the Joint Powers Agreements for Joint Assessment with Carver County for 2007

6. Fire Department Report for Month Ending August 31, 2006
7. Acknowledge Receipt of Baseball Club Monthly Summary & Tax Return for July and August 2006
STAFF REPORTS

· The Council acknowledged a list of meeting, projects, and daily activities performed by the City Planner Ben Baker for the past month.   

· Administrator Murphy presented her monthly report outlining activities for the period August 25 – September 22, 2006.  Administrator Murphy also brought to the Council’s attention that the Building Inspector has reduced the permit fees for the Water Treatment Plant.  A credit of $642.90 will be issued for the recalculation.
CITY ADMINISTRATOR

1. Resolution 9-25-2006-38 Transfer of Cable Franchise Agreement – The Cable Franchise Company called and asked that the matter be tabled until the October 9, 2006 meeting.  A MOTION was made by Council Member Taylor and seconded by Council Member Oman to table the Transfer of Cable Franchise Agreement to the October 9, 2006 Council meeting as requested.  Motion Carried 5/0
2. Water and Sewer Rate Study Proposal – With almost a $500,000 in debt service for the water and sewer funds in fiscal year 2007, an intensive rate study, including future debt and Capital Improvement Projects that the Council has identified for the next five years, would provide valuable information to the City as it establishes it’s 2007 utility rates.  Two proposals for this rate study have been received. After some discussion, a MOTION was made by Council Member Taylor and seconded by Council Member Haag to approve a rate study for the water and sewer utilities with Utility Management Services in the amount of $7,875.00 plus travel and actual costs.  Motion Carried 5/0.  The cost of the program would be split between the water and sewer utilities.
3. Change Order for Water Treatment Facility – Council had instructed staff to acquire a quote for the consideration of converting the pre-filtration settling basin to a filter.  The contractor is requesting an additional $83,084.00 to expand the plant by one cell increasing the capacity for the water filter plant by 100 gpm.  Staff is recommending the approval of this change.  A MOTION was made by Council Member Capaul and seconded by Council Member Haag approving the change order for the Water Treatment Facility in the amount of $83,084.00 as presented.  Motion Carried 5/0.
4. EDA Recommendation for Financial Work Shop –The two top ranked topics of the Business Retention and Expansion survey that the area businesses wanted more information on were TIF and Financing Programs.  The EDA is recommending that the City Council authorize a brown bag lunch for City Businesses to provide them with an overview of information available.  A MOTION was made by Council Member Capaul and seconded by Council Member Taylor approving the EDA’s recommendation to hold a brown bag lunch for all Mayer businesses on the topic of financial programs available from Department of Trade and Economic Development and TIF.  Motion Carried 5/0   There are funds available in the EDA budget for this workshop.
5. Winter Recreation Program – Community Recreation Committee would like to offer a winter recreation program.  They are proposing a five week program of basketball running from November 7 through December 5.  Staff is also working with Watertown/Mayer Community Education to see if they would coordinate the five week floor hockey program running from January 9 – February 6, 2007.  A MOTION was made by Council Member Capaul and seconded by Council Member Oman approving the winter recreation program as presented and authorizes staff to mail out registrations, setting the fee at $10.00 per registration.  Motion Carried 5/0 Mayor Thomas commended the Community Recreation Committee for the excellent job they are doing.
6. Permission for Displays in Community Center – The City has a display case in the Community Center and would like to be able to allow citizens to showcase art work or any other collections.  Staff has consulted with the City Attorney and he is preparing a waiver of liability for people who show to sign.  After some discussion, a MOTION was made by Council Member Taylor and seconded by Council Member Haag authorizing citizens to display items in the Community Center Display case at no fee.  Names may be displayed to contact but no prices listed.  Motion Carried 5/0
7. Resolution 9-25-2006-39 Public Works Position –The Council has conducted interviews and has offered the position of Public Works to Jeff Frost.  Mr. Frost has accepted the City’s offer with a start date of October 16, 2006.  A MOTION was made by Council Member Capaul and seconded by Council Member Taylor approve Resolution 9-25-2006-39 appointing Jeff Frost as the Public Works Employee at a wage of $19.50 per hour with a review in six months.  Motion Carried 5/0
8. Letter of Credit Reduction for Fieldstone I – Staff has received a request from Hartman Communities to reduce their letter of credit for Fieldstone I.  The City Engineer has reviewed the request and is recommending approval of the reduction.  A MOTION was made by Council Member Taylor and seconded by Council Member Oman approving the letter of credit reduction in the amount of $130,002.18 leaving the LOC at $127,500.00.  Motion Carried 5/0
9. Request to Increase Compost Funding – Currently the City received funds from the County for the Compost site.  The City has not received an increase in compost funding.  Staff has contacted County staff and they are encouraging the City to send a letter asking for an increase in funding.  Staff is requesting authorization to send a letter to the County requesting additional funding for the Compost site.  A MOTION was made by Council Member Capaul and seconded by Council Member Haag authorizing the Administrator to request additional funding from the County for the City’s Compost site.  Motion Carried 5/0.
10. Orderly Annexation Workshop with Watertown Township – Watertown Township has agreed to meet with the City of Mayer to discuss Orderly Annexation boundaries.  A MOTION was made by Council Member Capaul and seconded by Council Member Taylor to hold an Orderly Annexation workshop with Watertown Township on October 16th.  Motion Carried 5/0
UPCOMING MEETINGS
· Joint Planning Meeting City Council and Planning Commission, Tuesday October 3, 2006 at 6:30 p.m.

· Truth in Taxation Hearing, Monday December 4, 2006 at 7:00 p.m.

· Continuation and Certification of Final levy  - Monday, December 11, 2006 at 6:30 p.m.

· Carver County U-Lead Meetings: September 27, 2006 6:30 – 9:00 p.m. and October 11, 2006 5:00 – 6:00 p.m.
ADJOURN

There being no further business, a MOTION was made by Council Member Taylor and seconded by Council Member Haag to adjourn the meeting at 7:15 p.m. 







                    _______________________________

                            




           Gerald W. Thomas, Mayor
Attest: ______________________________

            Lois A. Maetzold, City Clerk
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