MAYER CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – April 11, 2005     
Call regular meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. by Mayor Gerald Thomas.
PRESENT: Mayor Thomas, Council McIntosh, Smith, Taylor and Haag 
STAFF:  Administrator Murphy, Planner Alger, Greg Kluver, City Engineers Joe Duncan, David Martini and Clerk Maetzold
ALSO PRESENT:  Vern Raether, Les Hahn, Tom Stifter, Don Wachholz, Barb Splettstoeszer, Keith Traxler, Tice McPadden, Mark & Julie Nelson, Harvey Ziermann, Butch Snow, Mike Dodge and Emily Hedges.
The Meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVE AGENDA
MOTION made by Council Member McIntosh with a second by Council Member Taylor to approve the agenda of the April 11, 2005 meeting with additions of the Mayer Baseball Club and mention of upcoming meetings.  Motion Carried 5/0

APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA
MOTION was made by Council Member Taylor with a second by Council Member Haag to approve the Consent Agenda as presented:  Motion Carried 5/0. 

1. Approval of the minutes of Work Session, March 28, 2005.

2. Approval of the minutes of the Regular meeting March 28, 2005. 
3. Approval of Personnel Committee Minutes of April 4, 2005.

4. Approval of Claims for April 2005, including Gridor Payment #9 in the amount of $359,670.00
CITY ENGINEER’S REPORT

5. WWTF Addition - Administrator Murphy reported for Virg Muller that the WWTF addition progress is proceeding as scheduled.  Equipment is scheduled to arrive this week.  Updated pictures were available for view.
STAFF REPORTS

1. Planner – 

SUNSET MEADOWS FINAL PLAT - The Planning Commission reviewed the request for final plat approval on Sunset Meadows on April 5, 2005. The developer is Pro-Team Builders (Keith Traxler) and project engineer is Cara Otto of Otto & Associates.

The final plat is generally consistent with the approved preliminary plat. The developer has changed the layout of the lots slightly by making all units two-unit structures instead of the originally approved mixture of 2 and 4-unit structures. The number of units is the same and all meet the required dimensional and setback standards.  The City Engineer is additionally requesting that the Council consider 32’ streets instead of 30’ streets.  In that case, the developer could remove the off-street parking areas.  The Engineer feels it would be more consistent with the other public streets in the City.
The Planning Commission recommends approval of the final plat for Sunset Meadows, subject to the following conditions:

1. Where trail, sidewalk, street and pond access easements are necessary, they should be labeled appropriately.

2. Legal descriptions of all easements beyond “drainage and utility” be submitted to the City.

3. Signs be posted on the perimeter of the wetland, indicating its presence.

4. An approval letter from Carver County Water Management be submitted to the City.

5. An approval letter from Carver County Public Works for access onto County Road 30 be submitted to the City.

6. The storm water pond is maintained in a separate outlot and dedicated to the City.

7. The streets are to be increased to 32 ft, with the additional 2’ coming out of the right of ways.  That the streets be maintained as public and dedicated to the City, with right-of-way location where the current private street and adjacent 10-foot drainage/utility easement is located.  

8. Final approval of the City Engineer.

9. Final approval of a Developer’s Agreement.

10. Site plan approval for the units.

A MOTION was made by Council Member McIntosh with a second by Council Member Haag to approve the Final Plat for Sunset Meadows as recommended by the Planning Commission.  Motion Carried 5/0

DENIAL OF VARIANCE LOT 7 BLOCK 2 SHIMMCOR 2ND - 
The Planning Commission reviewed the variance requests by Shimmcor Properties at their meeting on April 5, 2005. Shimmcor Properties was requesting 3 variances: 

1. A variance of ten (10) feet from the north side property line,

2. Twenty (20) feet from the south side property line, and
3. Twenty (20) feet from the rear property line.
The setback requirements for principal structures in the C/I, Commercial Industrial District are 30 feet from the front, side and rear property lines. The Commission opened a public hearing on the matter. No public comment was received either in favor or dissent of the requests.

The Planning Commission recommends denial of the variance request due to the fact that there was no undue hardship determined, the plans were not sufficient and the Commission felt that although the development idea was good, the lot was not nearly big enough for the proposed use.  

A MOTION was made by Council Member Taylor with a second by Council Member Haag to deny the variance of lot 7 block 2 of Shimmcor 2nd as presented.  Motion Carried 3/0, with Council Member McIntosh and Mayor Thomas abstaining.

APPROVAL OF SITE PLAN AMENDMENT 109 ASH AVENUE NORTH

The Planning Commission reviewed the request for site plan amendment from Mark and Julie Nelson in order to construct a 1,080 s.f. accessory building on the rear of the property.

The Planning Commission recommends approval of the site plan amendment for 109 Ash Avenue North, subject to the following conditions:

1. Planting of one 2.5” over-story tree within a City Park. 

2. Installation of a rain gutter or similar along the south side of the shed to keep water from running onto the neighboring property.

3. Painting of the entire structure in forest green or earthen tone by September 1, 2005.

A MOTION was made by Council Member Smith with a second by Council Member Taylor to approve the site plan amendment of 109 Ash Ave N as presented.  Motion Carried 5/0.

APPROVAL OF SITE PLAN 745 SHIMMCOR STREET
The Planning Commission reviewed the request for site plan approval from Oh’ Landscape at their meeting on April 5, 2005. They are proposing to construct a landscape business with parking on the site.

The Planning Commission recommends approval of the site plan at 745 Shimmcor Street, subject to the following conditions:

1. All lighting meet the performance standards set forth in the Mayer Zoning Ordinance.

2. Additional fence be provided on the west side of the proposed equipment storage area. This fence shall be eight-feet in height and 100% opaque.

3. Final review and approval of the site plan by the City Engineer

4. All required State and County permits are obtained, including but not limited to an NPDES permit.

5. The majority of the building be maintained in an earthen tone.

6. All trees located along the fence line shall be planted outside the fence, as required in the Mayer Landscape Ordinance

A MOTION was made by Council Member Smith with a second by Council Member Taylor to approve the site plan of 745 Shimmcor Street as presented.  Motion Carried 5/0.

2. Community Center. – No Report

3. Water/Sewer – 

· Greg Kluver reported that the Wayne Snow Sewer connection at 704 Bluejay Ave was not completed due to the unsuccessful location of the old line.  $725.00 is already into the project, and an additional $1,300.00 would be needed to televise and connect to the old line.  A MOTION was made by Council Member Smith with a second by Council Haag to proceed with the project as described.  Motion Carried 5/0
· The Decommissioning of the two easterly WWTF ponds was described.  Lana Tullis submitted a $6,500.00 proposal to prepare plans & specifications as well as a project schedule for the reclamation.  A MOTION was made by Council Member Taylor with a second by Council Haag to approve the proposal as presented.  Motion Carried 5/0

· Greg Kluver was presented with a Compliance Award for the operation of the WWTF on March 17, 2005.

· The old footings of the old water tower were removed last week per quote by Shawn Dalchow Excavating.

        4.    Streets -

· Streets will be swept sometime during April 25 – May 2nd.  It was suggested to alert cars to not park on the streets until streets are swept curb to curb.
· State and local road restrictions went on March 23rd.  The City will follow the State’s guidelines.

5. Parks – Council Member Taylor reported that the Parks Commission did not meet on April 5th, but will meet April 19th.  Planner Alger has submitted a DNR grant request for Old Schoolhouse Park.  The Fire Department will help remove the skating rink liner as soon as it dries up.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

1. Pay Equity Clerk’s Salary – The personnel committee is recommending to the City Council to increase the Clerk’s salary.  In order for the City to be in compliance with the pay equity, the Clerk’s salary must be higher than the Public Works employee.    A MOTION was made by Council Member Haag with a second by Council Member Smith to approve a $1.00 pay increase for the Clerk retroactive to January 1, 2005.  Motion Carried 5/0
NEW BUSINESS:

1. Mayer Baseball Club - The Council has asked that the Baseball Club return the city purchased 4-wheeler, so that it can be used by the new public works employee.  The Baseball Club appeared before the Council to request permission to use the 4-wheeler on weekends to maintain the baseball field.  After some discussion, Administrator Murphy was asked to draft a resolution to be presented at the next meeting, outlining conditions for the Baseball Club to use the equipment.  Insurance liability issues will also be reviewed.
2. Personnel Policy – The Council has had a chance to review the City Attorney’s recommended changes to the personnel policy.  A MOTION was made by Council Member Taylor with a second by Council Member Haag to approve the Personnel Policy as presented.  Motion Carried 5/0
3. Assessment Policy – Administrator Murphy presented the Council with an Assessment Policy.  It could be used on any project within the City.   A MOTION was made by Council Member Taylor and seconded by Council Member Smith to approve the Assessment Policy as presented.  Motion Carried 5/0
4. Award Contract for Consulting Services for Comprehensive Plan – Earlier this evening, the Council held interviews with three firms which presented their services to update the City’s Comprehensive Plan.  After some discussion, a MOTION was made by Council Member Haag with a second by Council Member Taylor to award the Contract for Comprehensive Plan Update to Municipal Development Group, Inc. (MDG).  Motion Carried 5/0

5. Interview Date for Planner Position – A MOTION was made by Council Member McIntosh with a second by Council Member Haag to set the interview date for the Planner position for Thursday, April 14th beginning at 5:30 p.m.  Motion Carried 5/0

6. Noise Ordinance – Administrator Murphy presented the Council with a draft Noise Ordinance as instructed.  There was some discussion to exempt emergency power generators, and possible changes to Saturday construction hours were discussed.  The matter was tabled for these changes to be made.
7. Upcoming meetings were mentioned.  

ADJOURN

MOTION made by Council Member McIntosh with a second by Council Member Taylor to adjourn the meeting at 9:35 p.m.  Approved 5/0








                    _______________________________

                            





                          Gerald W. Thomas, Mayor
Attest: ______________________________

            Lois A. Maetzold, City Clerk
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