MAYER CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – JULY 26, 2004
REGULAR MEETING CALLED TO ORDER AT 7:30 P.M. BY MAYOR THOMAS

PRESENT: Mayor Thomas, Council Smith, Plendl, Taylor, and McIntosh
ABSENT: 

ALSO PRESENT: Greg Kluver, Tim Hanson, Kelly Dohm, Don Wachholz, Curtis Ziermann, Emily Hedges, Chelsea Rasmussen, and Clerk Maetzold. 

The Meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVE MINUTES

MOTION made by Council Taylor with a second by Council McIntosh to approve the minutes of the July 12, 2004 meeting as corrected.  Approved 5/0

APPROVE ADDITIONAL CLAIMS FOR JULY 2004
MOTION was made by Council McIntosh with a second by Council Smith to approve the additional claims for July 2004 as presented.   Approved 5/0 

KELLY DOHM, CITY ATTORNEY
The council discussed with Ms. Dohm the legal ramifications of entering into a professional services agreement with Ms. Miller.  Ms. Dohm advised the City that the job description as it is currently drafted would require the City to characterize Ms. Miller as an employee and not as an independent contractor.  Ms. Dohm further advised the City that erroneously classifying Ms. Miller as an independent contractor could subject the City to be liable to Ms. Miller as well as several governmental entities for tens of thousands of dollars.  

A motion was made by council Plendl and seconded by council Taylor to not offer Ms. Miller an employment position and to direct Ms. Dohm to perform a background check on Ms. LuAyn Murphy to potentially offer her the position of City Administrator instead.  All voted in favor and the motion carried.

CITY ENGINEER’S REPORT

· Approve Water Tower Paint Testing– Engineering recommends that the painting of the new water tower be tested to insure that the required thickness of paint is applied.  MOTION was made by Council Plendl with a second by Council Smith to approve the paint testing agreement from STS Consultants in the amount of $1,600.00.  Approved 5/0  
· Water Treatment Plant Discussion – Greg reported that our water treatment plant is currently processing 120 – 140 gpm.  This amount can be expanded to almost 200 gpm if needed.  Current treatment needs will be monitored, and further discussion was tabled to a future meeting.
· Project Updates – Tim updated the Council on the status of each outstanding project.
· Wastewater Treatment Plant Capacity – Final Plat Approvals – The capacity of the wastewater treatment plant is 135,000 gpd.  The current flow is approximately 100,000 gpd, although this amount increases significantly and exceeds the current plant capacity after significant rainfalls or during wet conditions.  Of the current 366 platted lots, there are 155 lots not yet improved and utilizing the sanitary sewer system, but have the theoretical ability to generate the volume of wastewater to meet the capacity of the City’s wastewater treatment plant.  Because of this, the MPCA has indicated that the future sanitary sewer pipe extension permits may not be issued, until the new WWTF addition is completed, and the City of Mayer will be held accountable for any wastewater discharge permit violations.  Engineering feels there are two potential paths that the city can follow: 1. Place a moratorium on all final plat applications until the completion of the wastewater treatment plant; 2. Allow the developers to proceed with final plat approval, subject to no building permits until wastewater treatment capacity is available. The second option could raise additional issues.  After discussion a MOTION was made by Council Plendl with a second by Council Taylor to allow the developers to proceed with final plat approval, subject to no building permits until wastewater treatment capacity is available.  Approved 5/0
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

· Katherine Ginkel Liquor License – Mayor Thomas reported that he met with Sheriff Olson, Ms. Ginkel and Clerk Maetzold last week to review the background check report required prior to liquor license issuance.  Sheriff Olson reported that based on the relevant information submitted, he could not recommend approval of this application at this time.  Based on this information, a MOTION was made by Council Plendl with a second by Council Smith to deny the liquor license application of Katherine Ginkel at this time.  Approved 5/0
NEW BUSINESS:

· Planner Report-
· Industrial Park Nuisance Complaints – The Council reviewed a list of code violations both observed and reported on properties located in the Sell C/I Park.  Rasmussen wanted the Council to direct her as to the approach to take in resolving the code violations as well as the repercussions of pursuing the code violations.  After some discussion, the Council felt comfortable in letting the Planner pursue all violations as reported.
· Public Works Director Report – 
· Greg reported that he is working on remedies to prevent future lightning strike damage to the well.  He will have prices for the next meeting.
· MOTION made by Council Plendl with a second by Council Taylor to approve the quote of $817.00 from A-1 Electric for labor to install the control panel for the new water tower.  Approved 5/0
· MOTION made by Council Plendl with a second by Council Taylor to approve the quote of $1350.00 to clean the nozzles of the aeration basin of the water treatment plant.  Approved 5/0

· Greg reported that since the lilac bushes at the entrance of the trail on W. Ridge Rd are parallel with the road and not within the right of way, he has ordered signs to be placed each direction to alert motorist of the trail entrance. 
· It was reported that there have been two low level tower alarms in the past two weeks due to the high demand for watering.  Greg is monitoring the water ban as much as possible, and has given out several citations.
· Approve Joint Powers Agreement for County Auditor to Serve as Absentee Balloting Precinct – MOTION made by Council Plendl with a second by Council Taylor to approve the Joint powers Agreement for the County Auditor to serve as the City of Mayer’s Absentee Balloting Precinct.  Approved 5/0
· Approve Changes to the Rural Service District – The Clerk presented a listing of parcels now taxed as RSD.  She recommended removing two parcels (Pauly – 50.0060300 & Quaas – 50.7000110) from the list since they are now being served by City utilities.  Approved 5/0
OTHER BUSINESS
· Request to Park Campers in Park – MOTION made by Council Plendl with a second by Council Taylor to grant permission to Tom Oltrogge to park one or two campers in the park west of his home (109 2nd St. NW) during the weekend of August 13-15.  Approved 5/0
· Contract Police Recommendations – Clerk Maetzold reported that she has received a draft Police Contract for 2005 to review.  The Sheriff’s Department has prepared recommendations for contracting Cities and Townships for the coming year.  Once it has been reviewed by staff, and suggested changes are made, the Sheriff will present it to the Council at the second meeting in August. 
ADJOURN

MOTION made by Council Plendl with a second by Council McIntosh to adjourn the meeting at 8:40 p.m.  Approved 5/0








_______________________________

                            





Gerald W. Thomas, Mayor

Attest: ______________________________

            Lois A. Maetzold, Clerk-Treasurer
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