MAYER CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – OCTOBER 9, 2006     

Call Regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. by Mayor Gerry Thomas
PRESENT: Mayor Thomas, Council Members Taylor, Oman, Haag, and Capaul 

ABSENT: 

STAFF:  Administrator Murphy, Planner Baker, Fire Chief Rod Maetzold and Clerk Maetzold

ALSO PRESENT:  Barb Splettstoeszer, Don Wachholz, Jim McPadden, Ardell Barlau, Ivan Raconteur, John Mueller, George Honzay, and Darrin Meendering.
The Meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVE AGENDA
MOTION made by Council Member Taylor with a second by Council Member Haag to approve the agenda with the following additions:  1) Fire Chief Report; 2) W. Ridge Park – removal of old storm water tile; 

3) Community Education discussion.  Motion Carried 5/0
APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA
A MOTION was made by Council Member Haag with a second by Council Member Oman to approve the Consent Agenda as presented:  Motion Carried 5/0. 

1. Approve Minutes of the September 25, 2006 Regular City Council Meeting

2. Approve Minutes for the Park Board meeting September 5, 2006

3. Approve Minutes for the Planning Commission meeting September 5, 2006
4. Approve Claims for October 2006
a. Includes payment to Magney Construction in the amount of $189,992.20
5. Approve the Building Permit Report for September 2006.  Total permit valuation amounted to $262,243.80.  There have been 52 new residential permits issued for 2006 through Sept. 30, 2006.
FIRE CHIEF

Fire Chief Rod Maetzold reported that the Fire Department responded to three mutual aid calls to Watertown in the past week.  The gamma goat needs repairs as a result of one of the calls.  One of the firefighters made a trip for DNR parts, and ended up bringing another vehicle in which parts could be retrieved.  The Department must determine at their meeting tonight whether to repair the old vehicle, or refurbish the one brought back for parts.  After discussion, a MOTION was made by Council Member Capaul and seconded by Council Member Taylor authorizing the Fire Chief to spend up to $6,000 to repair the gamma goat on his recommendation for repair.  Motion Carried 5/0
CITY PLANNER
1. Park Plans for Playground Equipment –Ben Baker presented plans and quotes from E. F. Anderson for Landscape Structures of Delano Playground Equipment for Old Schoolhouse Park and Meadow Park.  Competitive quotes were not obtained due to the fact that other systems cannot be compared, and to provide continuity with the equipment in W. Ridge Park.  There was some discussion about site locations, and the fact that the City must wait for MnDOT to approve an access for Meadow Park from Hwy 25.  By purchasing the equipment this fall, the City will save money over spring increases.
A MOTION was made by Council Member Haag and seconded by Council Member Oman to approve the playground equipment for Old Schoolhouse Park for $45,000 as presented.   Motion Carried 5/0

A MOTION was made by Council Member Haag and seconded by Council Member Taylor to approve the playground equipment for Meadow Park for $44,905.01 as presented. Motion Carried 5/0

A MOTION was made by Council Member Capaul and seconded by Council Member Haag to have EFA assist with the installation, and to ask the Park Commission if the can fund can be used toward this purpose.  Motion Carried 5/0

2. Entrance Signs – Last year Mayer’s City entrance signs were taken down due to maintenance problems and lack of visual appeal.  Mayer’s Park & Recreation Commission and Planning Commission have discussed the issue and they are suggesting new ideas for City entrance sign type and location.  After some discussion a MOTION was made by Council Member Haag and seconded by Council Member Capaul to approve Sign Source Option #2 sketch, with Wachholz Masonry Inc to do the masonry at a cost of $4,132.00, and Sign Source providing the sign & installation at a cost of $2,190.50.  Motion Carried 5/0.  Two locations were discussed, the NW corner of Hwy 25 & Co Rd 30 (to Waconia), and the NE corner of the same intersection.  Staff will check into the availability of power for each site for location, and with the developer and City Engineer for site availability.  A decision will be made at the next Council meeting for the entrance sign location.
3. Concession Stand Update – The construction plans for the Old Schoolhouse Park restroom/concession building are finished.  Paulsen Architects are in the process of reviewing the structural engineering, printing the construction plans, and contacting local mason contractors for cost estimates on footings, foundation, utility hook-ups and backfill.  Contractors will have 1 ½ weeks to complete their bids on the project (October 17th/October 18th).  Construction timeline will allow for footings, foundation, utility hook-up and backfilling to be completed this fall, with the remainder of the building to be constructed in spring of 2007.  The bids will be discussed at the October 23rd Council Meeting.  
CITY ADMINISTRATOR
1. Resolution 10-09-2006-38 Transfer of the Cable Franchise Agreement – North American Communications is proposing to transfer or sell control of the cable system which it is presently operating in the City of Mayer and their Franchise Agreement to a new company entitled New Ulm Telecom (NU-Telecom).  George Honzay of North American Communications and Darrin Meendering of NU-Telecom appeared before the Council to give background concerning the sale, and update the Council about NU-Telecom’s advanced technology that delivers some of the latest options for entertainment, information and communication services.  After some discussion, a MOTION was made by Council Member Haag and seconded by Council Member Taylor to approve Resolution 10-09-2006-38 approving the transfer of control of the cable system and franchise agreement in the City of Mayer, Minnesota as presented.  Motion Carried 5/0
2. Letter of Credit Reduction for Sunset Meadows – The City Engineer has reviewed the letter of credit reduction request received from Sunset Meadows and has recommended that the LOC be reduced by $90,000.  A MOTION was made by Council Member Taylor and seconded by Council Member Oman to approve the LOC reduction for Sunset Meadows as presented, reducing the LOC to $20,000 from $110,000 to account for the remaining work and ongoing erosion and sediment control.  Motion Carried 5/0
3. Set Date for Open House of WWTF – The Council had decided to hold an Open House for the WWTF expansion this fall.  Because the full time Public Works employee does not start until next week, and due to it being so late in the season, it was decided to postpone the open house until next year to possibly coincide with the open house for the Water Treatment Facility.
4. Approve City Planner to Attend Conference – A MOTION was made by Council Member Taylor and seconded by Council Member Oman to approve the City Planner to attend the Annual Conference of the MN Assn of Floodplain Managers at Mankato November 15 & 16.  Motion Carried 5/0
5. W. Ridge Park – Removal Of Old Storm Water Tile – It was reported that the removal of the old stormwater tile line was not included in the bid for the stormwater improvements to W. Ridge Park.  After some discussion, a MOTION was made by Council Member Haag and seconded by Council Member Taylor to approve a change order of $6,500 for the removal of the 18’ old tile line, so future settling does not occur.  Motion Carried 5/0
6. Community Education Discussion – Mayor Thomas reported that Kevin Wilaby, the principal of LHS has offered a partnership with the City of Mayer to provide community educational opportunities such as adult Spanish classes, computer classes and a summer theater program.  Administrator Murphy will work with Lutheran High School and Diane Johnson of Watertown/Mayer Community Ed to begin this process.
ADJOURN

There being no further business, a MOTION was made by Council Member Capaul with a second by Council Member Taylor to adjourn the meeting at  8:10 p.m.  Motion Carried 5/0







                    _______________________________

                            





                     Gerald W. Thomas, Mayor
Attest: ______________________________

            Lois A. Maetzold, City Clerk
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