MAYER CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – February 14, 2005     
CALL REGULAR MEETING TO ORDER AT 6:30 P.M. BY MAYOR THOMAS

PRESENT: Mayor Thomas, Council McIntosh, Smith, Taylor and Haag
STAFF:  Administrator Murphy, Planner Alger, Greg Kluver and Clerk Maetzold
ALSO PRESENT: David Martini, Don Wachholz, Les Hahn, Jim McPadden, Barb Splettstoeszer, Ardell Barlau, Emily Hedges and Tice McPadden.
The Meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVE AGENDA
MOTION made by Council Member Taylor with a second by Council Member Smith to approve addition of Coldwater Crossing – 6th Addition and the new Water Treatment Plant to the agenda of the February 14, 2005 meeting.  Motion Carried 5/0

APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA
MOTION was made by Council Member Haag with a second by Council Member Taylor to approve the Consent Agenda as listed:  Motion Carried 5/0. 

1. Approval of the minutes of the January 24, 2005 meeting.
2. Approval of Claims for February 2005, including Gridor Payment #7 in the amount of $223,749.00

3. Approval of Resolution 2-14-05-4 Mutual Aid Agreement with St. Bonifacius.

4. Approval of Council Member Fire Department Meeting Appointments
5. Approval of one day Gambling Permit for Ducks Unlimited Banquet Resolution 2-14-05-1.
CITY ENGINEER’S REPORT

1. WWTF Addition - Administrator Murphy reported for Virg Muller that the WWTF addition progress continues to be on schedule.  Additional updated pictures were available to view.  Greg Kluver added progress on some of the more technical aspects of the project.
2. Acceptance of MnDOT Funding for Highway 25 – The City has received notice that the Hwy 25 project will be funded in fiscal year 2006.  MnDOT’s total contribution to the project would be about $550,000.00 including funds for sidewalks and the mill and overlay.  A MOTION was made by Council Member Taylor with a second by Council Member Haag to approve and accept the Cooperative Agreement Funding for T.H. 25 and to approve Resolution No 2-14-05-3, ordering a feasibility study for this project.  Motion Carried 5/0
STAFF REPORTS:

1. Planning - Planner Alger reported that the Planning Commission is recommending the approval of amendment 102-K in regards to the landscape portion of the Zoning Ordinance.  After review of the amendment, a MOTION was made by Council Member Smith and seconded by Council Member Haag to approve Amendment 102-K of the Zoning Ordinance as presented.  Motion Carried 5/0
2. Community Center. – The City will be getting a quote to repair the lower portion of the Community Center roof.  The electrical portion of the retractable backboards is now complete.
3. Water/Sewer – Greg Kluver reported that there have been many complaints of cloudy water.  He explained that the dissolved oxygen is most likely due to the high service pump loosing suction.  He has scheduled Bergerson Caswell to come out this week to inspect the equipment for a remedy.  On February 21 the radio controls will be installed at the water tower.  To insure the safety and reliability of the water system the City should have a backup system.  Staff is requesting that the transducer, not currently in use, be installed to provide the City with the needed reassurance.  The cost to install would be $1,453.00.  After some discussion, a MOTION was made by Council Member Smith and seconded by Council Member Taylor to have the spare transducer installed as presented.  Motion Carried 5/0
The Regular Council meeting was recessed.

PUBLIC HEARING – 7:00 P.M.

The Council has chosen to establish an EDA.  The first step in the process is to hold two public hearings.  This council meeting serves as the first of the two meetings.
A MOTION was made by Council Member Haag and seconded by Council Member Taylor to approve Resolution 2-14-05-2 establishing an EDA.  Motion Carried 5/0

A MOTION was made by Council Member Taylor and seconded by Council Member McIntosh to adjourn the Public Hearing.  Motion Carried 5/0

The Regular Council meeting was reconvened.  

STAFF REPORTS continued:

4. Water/Sewer continued – Due to some additional information obtained, the Council lowered the sale price of the spare manual transfer switch to $700 (with a minimum of $600).
5. Streets – Greg Kluver reported that he will be patching pot holes with cold mix.
6. Parks – Council Member Taylor reported that he has secured approval for electricity from a resident for the skating rink, but now the weather is not cooperating.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

1. Draft Storm Water Ordinance – The Council had asked staff to research and to produce a proposed storm water utility.  A draft Storm Water Utility Ordinance was reviewed.   Area charges and storm water utility charges could be established at a future Council meeting.  These fees would assist the City in the implementation of the Storm Water Plan.   The draft will be sent to the City Attorney for review, and be ready for adoption at the next Council Meeting.
2. Mayer Baseball Club – Tice McPadden appeared before the Council to present the City with a check for $4,825.00, representing the 2004 10% Gambling proceeds.  After some discussion about fire equipment needed, a MOTION was made by Council Member Taylor and seconded by Council Member Smith to allocate $3,100 of the 10% funds toward a second fire emergency kit, and the Mayer Baseball Club will then contribute another $2,000 toward an extra defibrillator.  Motion Carried 5/0
3. Summer Sports Field Scheduling – Questions have been raised about summer sports field scheduling.  The City has budged funds to have the Parks Coordinator hired through the Joint Powers Agreement with the City of Watertown to have the Coordinator schedule our fields this year.  The Coordinator will be contacted in March as soon as the position is renewed for the coming year.

4. Joint Powers Agreement for Planner Services – The City has an agreement with the City of Watertown to provide planner services through a joint powers agreement.  Both City Councils have expressed the need for full time planner positions.  The Joint Powers Board is recommending to the City Council to terminate its agreement with the City of Watertown.  The City of Watertown did approve the termination of the agreement at its February 8th meeting.  A MOTION was made by Council Member McIntosh with a second by Council Member Taylor to dissolve the joint powers board with Watertown for the planner services as presented.  Motion Carried 5/0
5. Offer to Planning Staff – Watertown’s current benefits for vacation and sick time were reviewed.  After some discussion a MOTION was made by Council Member McIntosh and seconded by Council Member Smith to present the following offer to Chelsea Alger for her consideration: annual salary of $38,558.00 and up to $400.00 per month toward health, dental and life insurance.  The City will also provide vacation and sick time as presented.  Motion Carried 5/0
6. Personnel Policy – Administrator Murphy will draft an amended personnel policy.  It will be forwarded to the City Attorney after the Council’s review.

7. 2004 Summary Budget – Administrator Murphy presented the 2004 Summary Budget.  There are delinquent property taxes on undeveloped lots.  It also revealed an increase in the fund balances.  The full summary will be published this week.
NEW BUSINESS:

1. Approve Public Works Advertisement – The City of Mayer needs to re-advertise the Public Works position.  The ad was reviewed.  After some changes, a MOTION was made by Council Member McIntosh and seconded by Council Member Taylor to approve the Public Works Position advertisement to include a list of desired license classes and a per hour salary of up to $18.03 depending on qualifications.  Motion Carried 5/0
2. Water Treatment Plant Expansion – The Council gave Administrator Murphy the approval to pursue information regarding the water treatment plant expansion and to start moving this project forward.

3. Coldwater Crossing 6th Addition – The City Engineer is asking whether he should review Coldwater Crossing – 6th Addition.  After some discussion, the developer will be sent a letter to bring his escrow up to date before the Engineer can review the 6th Addition.  He will need to pay the balance of the Park Dedication fee with interest before the Development Agreement for the 6th Addition is signed.  He will also be reminded that no construction can occur within 600 feet of the wastewater ponds until the pond abatement is completed.
OTHER BUSINESS

· Mayor Thomas updated the Council on topics outlined in the Transportation Funding Proposal meeting at Savage last week that he, the Planner and Administrator attended.

· Recent minor flooding is occurring within the City due to the unusual warm weather and frozen culverts.  The situation at Ash Ave N and 7th St NW is being reviewed for possible solutions.  

ADJOURN

MOTION made by Council Member Taylor with a second by Council Member McIntosh to adjourn the meeting at 8:20 p.m.  Approved 5/0








_______________________________

                            





Gerald W. Thomas, Mayor

Attest: ______________________________

            Lois A. Maetzold, City Clerk
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