MAYER CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – JANUARY 26, 2004
REGULAR MEETING CALLED TO ORDER AT 7:30 P.M. BY MAYOR THOMAS

PRESENT: Mayor Thomas, Council Smith, Taylor and Plendl, with Council McIntosh arriving late from Planning Commission meeting.
ABSENT: 

ALSO PRESENT: Greg Kluver, Tim Hanson, Ann Perry, Dean Johnson, Terry Hartmann, Tice McPadden, Rod Maetzold, Tom Stifter, Les Hahn, Don Wachholz, Emily Hedges and Clerk Maetzold. 

The Meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVE MINUTES

MOTION made by Council Smith with a second by Council Taylor to approve the minutes of the January 7 & 12, 2004 meetings as corrected.  Approved 4/0

APPROVE ADDITIONAL CLAIMS FOR JANUARY 2004
MOTION was made by Council Plendl with a second by Council Smith to approve the additional claims for January 2004 as presented.   Approved 4/0 

SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

No Report
AUAR – HARTMANN COMMUNITIES
Dean Johnson, of Resource Strategies Corp. appeared before the Council to review the history of the Hartmann Communities property and how it was determined to complete an (Alternative Urban Areawide Review) AUAR.  

Council McIntosh arrives from the Planning Commission Meeting.

Ann Perry, also of RSC, has prepared a draft of the Northeast Mayer AUAR (533 acres), and reviewed some of the document’s contents.   This area, when fully developed, would surpass the City’s water/wastewater facilities, even those planned for.  After some discussion, a MOTION was made by Council Plendl with a second by Council Taylor to authorize Resource Strategies Corp. to have the AUAR distributed to agencies for comment.  Approved 5/0  After a 30 day mandatory view period by agencies, a mitigation plan can be prepared.
CITY ENGINEER’S REPORT

· WWTF Addition Update – Tabled to next meeting
· Water Tower Color Selection –  Tim Hanson brought a color selection chart for the Council to start thinking about water tower colors.  Council should make a decision by the end of February.
· Drew Property Appraisals –  Four proposals for the appraisal of the Drew property have been received and were reviewed with the Council.  After some discussion, a MOTION was made by Plendl and a second by Council Taylor to select Hokanson appraisals of Litchfield to perform the two appraisals (4.5 acres and 1.5 acres for ponding only).
· Stormwater Ponding – Tim Hanson informed the Council that Carver County Soil & Water is not in favor of developing a stormwater regional pond at the City’s property just north of the Sell C/I. They would like to see the City’s property expanded to the east/southeast to control all low land that potentially holds storm water.   He also indicated that the Environmental Grant would pay for additional land if approved.  After discussion, a MOTION was made by Council Plendl with a second by Council Taylor to have Tim pursue Otto Ristow about an easement for stormwater holding.
· Skoglund Property – Discuss Fire Station Location – Clerk Maetzold reported that the Skoglund property has been sold again, and that the David Bell project is off.  In the original Tax Credit project, land was set aside for a Fire Station, and the new owners are inquiring, whether that land is still needed.  Several options were discussed.  Another option would be land along 7th St.  Further investigation is needed and current landowners will be contacted.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

· Administrator/Planner Positions – Clerk Maetzold reported that there have been 17 requests for applications for the Administrator position, and 11 requests for applications for the Planner position (not including requests received by Watertown).  Mayor Thomas reminded the Council that an interview rating system needs to be in place by the end of February.
· Pay Equity – Council McIntosh reported that she has contacted the Pay Equity Coordinator at the Minnesota Department of Employee Relations.  Since the Coordinator was on vacation and not available for questions, the City of Mayer may have additional time to request Reconsideration of the Pay Equity Implementation Report.   Mayor Thomas proposes to request an additional year, as a longer grace period for submitting a new report.  This time frame will allow the City to contact consultants to help with employee classification and compensation.  MOTION was made by Council Smith with a second by Council Taylor to request the additional year, as a longer grace period for submitting a new report.  Approved 5/0  Clerk Maetzold will contact LMC recommended Consultants for prices.  Mayor Thomas will write a letter to accompany the Request for Reconsideration, stating that the City is in the process of hiring a City Administrator and a Consultant to work on job descriptions.  Clerk Maetzold inquired about employee hourly rates to be paid for January hours.  She was instructed to go ahead and use the approved budget wage increases for all.
NEW BUSINESS:

· Mayer Baseball Club – Tice McPadden appeared before the Council representing the Mayer Baseball Club to present the City with a check of $20,000.00 as a donation toward the Baseball Park.  She also showed the Council a preliminary sketch of a bleacher/refreshment stand for the park as drawn by an architectural Engineer from Watertown, and requested the City pay for his work.  The Council stated that the Baseball Club must come before the City with references and get City approval before work is done.  MOTION was made by council Plendl and a second by Council Smith to pay the cost of the preliminary sketch as presented.  Approved 5/0   Other options for Park design were discussed.  Bonestroo Rosene Anderlik & Associates have prepared a statement of qualifications for Stormwater utility and Park Planning Services.  The Council would like them to come to the next meeting to discuss their services.
· Public Works Director Report – Greg reported that the NDPES permit has been submitted.  A garage door on the maintenance building has been repaired.  Greg will be on vacation February 6 – 13.  Dan Wroge will be filling in for him.  The Emergency Contact List will be updated to include Excavator’s that repair watermain breaks, and copies distributed to the Council.
· Planning Commission Report – Council McIntosh reported that the Planning Commission reviewed the AUAR.  The Planning Commission is disappointed that many issues are not going to them first for review.  Mayor Thomas acknowledged that the Council needs to be more careful about approving things without the Planning Commission’s review and recommendations.  This should be remedied when the City has a Planner on staff.
OTHER BUSINESS

· Hwy 25 Improvement Update – Clerk Maetzold reported that improvements to Hwy 25 by MnDOT within our City will not happen until 2005, due to budget cuts.  This will give the City more time to develop plans and specs for new sidewalks and lighting for the downtown section of the City.
· Community Center Repairs– Clerk Maetzold requested permission to have Merit Heating & Cooling insulate duct work in the Community Center ceiling to help prevent moisture condensation.  She reported that Merit did not feel that rearranging air intakes would help solve the problem.  The cost to insulate is estimated at $1,740.00, not including permit and engineering.  MOTION was made by Council Plendl with a second by Council Taylor to approve the insulation quote by Merit as presented.  Approved 5/0
· Carver County Elected Officials Meeting – Mayor Thomas urged the Council to attend the Carver County Elected Officials Meeting Thursday, January 29th.  He feels it would be very worthwhile to network with other Cities.

· Council Room Rearrangement – Mayor Thomas feels that the Council room should be rearranged to have City Staff sit at a separate table with identification nameplates.  Clerk Maetzold will contact an office supplier to help design office spaces for anticipated personnel.
ADJOURN

MOTION made by Council Plendl with a second by Council Taylor to adjourn the meeting at 9:40 p.m.  Approved 5/0








_______________________________

                            





Gerald W. Thomas, Mayor

Attest: ______________________________

            Lois A. Maetzold, Clerk-Treasurer
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