MAYER CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – SEPTEMBER 12, 2005     
Call regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. by Acting Mayor Myron Taylor.
PRESENT: Council Members McIntosh, Smith, Taylor and Haag, with Mayor Thomas arriving late. 
STAFF:  Administrator Murphy, Planner Baker, City Engineer David Martini and Clerk Maetzold
ALSO PRESENT: Virg Muller, Jim McPadden, Don Wachholz, Barb Splettstoeszer, Jay Johnson, Joe Hamm, Jay Sutherland, Ardell Barlau, Greg Kluver, Maureen Meldarg Snyder and Emily Hedges.
The Meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVE AGENDA
MOTION made by Council Member McIntosh with a second by Council Member Haag to approve the agenda of the September 12, 2005 meeting with the additions and deletion as presented.  Motion Carried 4/0

APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA
MOTION was made by Council Member Haag with a second by Council Member Smith to approve the Consent Agenda as presented:  Motion Carried 4//0. 

1. Approve minutes of the August 22, 2005 Council Meeting 

2. Approval of Claims for September

a)  Including Gridor Payment of $111,921.00


3. Approve minutes of Park Board Meeting August 2, 2005

4. Approve minutes of Planning Commission Meeting August 2, 2005

5. Approval of Organizational chart

6. Approval of date change for block party 

7. Approval purchase of New Bows for Christmas Decorations

8. Approval purchase of 3 additional chairs for Council Room
9. Fire Department Report for Month Ending August 31, 2005
WWTF EXPANSION
· Engineer’s Report – Virg Muller of Muller Engineering reported that the WWTF is in the last month of construction.  There is some work to be done with the computerized monitoring system as well as finishing work in the buildings and landscaping the site.
· Contractor’s Report - Greg Kluver reported that Start-up of the new addition to the WWTF has occurred and the pre-testing reports are favorable and within our permit levels.  PCA will be notified within the week of our official start date.  The computer monitoring system still needs work and needs to be in place to efficiently monitor the plant.
STAFF REPORTS

1. Community Center. – Clerk Maetzold has located iron urns for the Community Center entrance.  She requests to purchase two to replace the existing plastic planters at a sale cost of $162.00 plus tax each.  The Council discussed possibly purchasing two more for the east entrance.  Clerk Maetzold reported that there were only three left at the end of the season, but another could possibly be ordered next year.  A MOTION was made by Council Member Smith with a second by Council Member McIntosh to purchase two now and see if more can be ordered now or next year so each entrance will have the same.  Motion Carried 4/0
2. Parks –Planner Baker reported that the Parks Commission conducted a walk through of the Parks and will be working to develop plans to prioritize and implement amenities next spring.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

1. Joe Hamm Re Water Main Extension On 5th Street – City Engineer Dave Martini reported on cost estimates to extend the water and reconstruct 5th St NE from Ridge Rd east to the Joe Hamm property.  It was decided to table further discussion until Mayor Thomas arrives.
2. Industrial Park Site Plan Deficiencies – City Planner Ben Baker reported on the progress of outstanding site/landscape issues within the Sell C/I site.  Jay Sutherlund of 604 Shimmcor St. was in attendance to address his own site plan deficiency.  Mr. Sutherlund addressed the Council on the matter of the barbed wire addition to his fence that did not appear on his original site plan.  He had been ordered to take it down.  He responded that prior to the installation of barbed wire he had several losses of equipment.   Since the addition of the barbed wire, he has not experienced any losses.  He also presented a letter from his insurance company that recommends a barb wire fence to avoid future theft losses.  He hired the company that installed the City’s barb wire fence around the new water tower.   He asked the Council why the City can have one and he can’t.  The City responded that the installation around the tower protects the health and welfare of the City.  His original site plan that was approved did not include a barb wire addition.  Clerk Maetzold and the City Engineer suggested that he could submit a revised site plan for review that addresses both the fence and berm issues.  Staff could review and give feed back.  A MOTION was made by Council Member McIntosh with a second by Council Member Haag to have Mr. Sutherlund submit a revised site plan for review.  Motion Carried 4/0
3. Hartman Clock Tower Variance – Hartman Communities is requesting a variance from the sign height and bulk requirements stated in the City’s Zoning Ordinance.  They are proposing to place a 56’ 4” x 17’ clock tower near the intersection of Hwy 25 & 7 as part of the Fieldstone master planned development project.  The City has received zoning authority from the County for this area which is part of an orderly annexation agreement.  The Planning Commission has reviewed and recommends approval for this City Entrance sign.  This is a unique circumstance, and zoning cannot address every possibility.  The City has an opportunity to have the City name included on this unique architectural monument that will be very visible, and could possibly become the icon the City of Mayer will be known by for years to come.  
Mayor Thomas arrives.

A MOTION was made by Council Haag with a second by Council Member Smith to approve the variance for Hartman Communities to construct a 56’ 4” x 17’ Clock Tower.  Motion Carried 5/0

4. Continuance of Joe Hamm Re Water Main Extension On 5th Street – City Engineer Dave Martini summarized cost estimates to extend the water and reconstruct 5th St NE from Ridge Rd east to the Joe Hamm property.  Mayor Thomas explained that the City is not in the position of spending $29,000.00 at this time to extend the water.  The City would need to loop the water and show benefit to properties in order to assess.  The City Engineer was directed to review the City’s Water Plan and Flow Study to compile costs to loop the water and improve 5th Street NE.  A MOTION was made by Council Member Taylor with a second by Council Member Haag to approve Resolution 09-12-05-30 authorizing a Feasibility Study for this water main looping.  Motion Carried 5/0
NEW BUSINESS:

1. Approval of Resolution 09-12-05-29 Certify 2006 Levy – A MOTION was made by Council Member Haag with a second by Council Member Taylor to approve the 2006 Levy as presented:  General Fund Levy - $727,832.00, Debt Service - $150,953.00, TOTAL Levy - $878,785.00.  Motion 5/0

2. Approve Ordinance Number 118 Abolish Clerk and Treasurer Title –City Council had changed the job title of Clerk-Treasurer to Clerk and has given the responsibilities of Treasurer to the Administrator.  Job descriptions reflect this change however the City Code did not.  This change is duties are in conjunction with the pay equity point assignment.  A MOTION was made by Council Member Haag with a second by Council Member Smith to Approve Ordinance #118 as presented.  Motion Carried 5/0
3. Annexation of Jedlicki Property – Withdrawn from the Agenda prior to the meeting.
4. Ordinance Number 119 Codifying Area Charges – A MOTION was made by Council Member Haag with a second by Council Member Taylor to approve Ordinance #119 codifying the area charges that were adopted on February 28, 2005.  Motion Carried 5/0
5.  Grading Agreement for Mayer Lutheran High School – Mayer Lutheran High School has purchased land from Hartman Communities.  This piece of property is directly north of 62nd street and the current school.  The school is proposing to grade the piece for future athletic fields.  The City Engineer has reviewed the plans and found them to be compliant.  A MOTION was made by Council Member Taylor with a second by Council Member Haag to approve the grading agreement for Mayer Lutheran High School as presented.  Motion Carried 5/0
6.  Senior Commission – Staff asked Maureen Meldarg Snyder to present information to the City Council on the establishment of a Senior Commission.  Building a community for a Lifetime or a Senior-Friendly Community systematically recognizes the value of older adults by encouraging their leadership seeking their input, and acknowledges their contributions by considering their needs in planning, building infrastructure and budgeting.   The role of a local Senior Commission is to promote, plan and implement Senior Friendliness initiatives in their community and to work with the Carver County Health Partnership to develop and implement a comprehensive countywide plan for Senior Friendliness.  Ms. Meldarg Snyder will be put on a future agenda to present more information and will work with the City of Mayer to establish a Senior Commission.
7. Council Vacancy – Staff has received inquiries about the vacant Council position from residents and would like direction from the Council on filling the position.  It was decided to ask those interested to come to the next Council meeting for a questioning session so the Council could make an appointment decision.
8. Administrator Attend Business Retention &Expansion Workshop - Administrator Murphy is asking to attend the Business Retention and Expansion consultant workshop I Duluth.  Staff is requesting that the City pay for the workshop fee of $395.00, and she would pay for hotel, meals and transportation.  A MOTION was made by Council Member Smith with a second by Council Member Taylor to approve the request.  Motion Carried 5/0
OTHER BUSINESS

· City Attorney Requests Public Hearing For Annexation Of Land Surrounded By The City (Resolution No 9-12-05-31) – City Attorney David Hubert has been working on an annexation procedure to clean up City boundaries by annexing the properties of John & Rebecca Henschen and Edna Ernst, properties that are completely surrounded by the City.  A MOTION was made by Council Member Taylor with a second by Council Member Haag to approve Resolution No. 9-12-05-31, calling for a Hearing on proposed annexation by Ordinance of certain land into the corporate limits of the City of Mayer for October 24, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. for the Annexation of the Henschen and Ernst properties from Waconia Township.  Motion Carried 5/0
· 7th Street and Ash Ave Assessment Work Session – A work session will be held September 19, 2005 at 5:00 p.m. to look at options for the 7th Street and Ash Ave assessment before a Public Hearing is held.

· Closed session concerning Coldwater Crossing - Removed from the agenda before the Council meeting began.

ADJOURN

MOTION made by Council Member Taylor with a second by Council Member Haag to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 p.m.  Approved 5/0








                    _______________________________

                            





                          Gerald W. Thomas, Mayor
Attest: ______________________________

            Lois A. Maetzold, City Clerk
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