MAYER CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – APRIL 24, 2006     
Call regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. by Acting Mayor Myron Taylor
PRESENT: Council Members Taylor, Capaul and Haag
ABSENT: Mayor Thomas, Council Member Oman
STAFF:  Administrator Murphy, City Engineer David Martini and Clerk Maetzold
ALSO PRESENT:  Fire Chief Rod Maetzold, Marty Walsh, Don Wachholz, Bill Drew, Barb Splettstoeszer, Gary Hittle, Diane Buranen, Marion Sabaul, Rich Cohrs and Mike Oman.
The Meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVE AGENDA
MOTION made by Council Member Capaul with a second by Council Member Haag to approve the agenda as changed.  Motion Carried 3/0
APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA
MOTION was made by Council Member Haag with a second by Council Member Capaul to approve the Consent Agenda as presented:  Motion Carried 3/0. 

1. Approval of Minutes of the April 10, 2006 Regular Council Meeting 
2. Approval of Minutes for the Personnel Committee Meeting of April 10 & 17, 2006

3. Approval of EDA Minutes of January 27, 2006
4. Approval of increase in office staff hours
5. Authorization to enter into a service agreement for copier
6. Approval of Building Permit Report to date

7. Approval of Additional Claims for April 2006
STAFF REPORTS
· Fire Chief Rod Maetzold appeared before the Council to request approval for two firefighter applications.  Michael McClain is firefighter trained and is EMT certified (although a refresher is needed).  Daniel Lueth is not firefighter trained, but does hold an EMT certificate (a refresher is also needed).  Lueth would be a daytime firefighter.  A MOTION was made by Council Member Capaul and seconded by Council Member Haag to approve the applications of Michael McClain and Daniel Lueth as new members of the Mayer Fire Department.  Motion Carried 3/0
Maetzold reported that the Department would be conducting two different house burn trainings in the next two months.  

The County has indicated that they will be administering NIMS training for Elected Officials, Firefighters and Public Works Employees.  The City needs to be trained by September 1, 2006.  The Council discusses hiring our own trainer to work into our own schedule.  Administrator Murphy will look into this option and bring back information at the next meeting.
· The Council acknowledged Greg Lemer, Public Works monthly report outlining activities for the past month.  
· The Council acknowledged a list of meeting, projects, and daily activities performed by the City Planner Ben Baker for the past month.   

· Administrator Murphy presented her monthly report outlining activities for the past month.  
CITY ADMINISTRATOR
1. Property Owner request for proposed vacation of 5th Street SE – Rich Cohrs appeared before the Council again to ask the Council to reconsider the vacation of 5th St SE.  The Council referred to a previous meeting that this was discussed.  At that meeting the Council took no action because the neighboring property owners did not wish to vacate the alley easement to this street.  The Council also felt it was not good City policy to give away street right of way.  There seems to be no necessary reason to vacate this street at this time.  Acting Mayor Taylor called for a motion to call for a Public Hearing for the vacation of 5th Street SE.  No motion was heard and no action taken on this matter.  Administrator Murphy will look into refunding Mr. Cohrs any escrow due concerning this issue.
2. Dakota Rail Regional Trail Master Plan – Marty Walsh of Carver County Parks appeared before the Council to get the Council’s input on usage for the Dakota Rail Regional Trail Master Plan.  The City of Mayer has integrated this regional trail into their own master trail plan, and has indicated that a trailhead for the regional trail be located in Mayer connecting to our own trail system, with possible City and County collaborative efforts.  Further discussion indicated that the Council is in favor of a pedestrian friendly trail, but was opposed to summer motorized vehicles.  The Council is in favor of snowmobiles in the winter, but would like to look at speed limits and possible rerouting of the snowmobile route next to the residential area that backs up to the trail.  The Council would also like to see emergency vehicle access permitted.  Signage for the crossing at Hwy 25 was discussed, to promote a safe crossing.  Mr. Walsh will bring back the City’s comments to the County as they work to develop the master plan.  He urged everyone to attend the next Public Open House on the Regional Trail Master Plan to be held May 16th at 7 p.m. at the Mayer Community Center.
3. Resolution 4-24-2006-17 for limited parking on Hwy 25 – Staff had been approached by Mayer Wine and Spirits business owner concerning problems with people parking vehicles in front of their business for extended periods of time, creating a hardship because of limited parking spaced.  The business owner is requesting a 10 minute parking zone and in order for any enforcement to occur the City needs an ordinance.  The City Attorney has drafted a resolution for the Council’s consideration.  After review, a MOTION was made by Council Member Capaul with a second by Council Member Haag to approve Resolution 4-24-2006-17 establishing a fifteen minute parking designation at 212 Ash Ave N.   Motion Carried 3/0
4. Request to MnDOT for Right of Way Conveyance – Staff had met with MnDOT and the owners of Finn’s Place to discuss the parking situation as part of the Hwy 25 improvement project.  MnDOT recommended that the City request the triangular piece east of Finn’s Place be deeded to the City and then the City could deed to Finn’s for additional parking.  After some discussion, a MOTION was made by Council Member Capaul with a second by Council Member Haag authorizing staff to begin the process of requesting the conveyance of this Right of Way from MnDOT to the City.  Motion Carried 3/0  
5. Survey 5th Street NW – Staff is requesting authorization for the Engineer to survey 5th St NW to establish the width of the street.  This will assist the City in determining if diagonal parking could be established and if the City needs to purchase additional land to create additional parking for Finn’s  A MOTION was made by Council Member Haag with a second by Council Member Capaul to authorize the surveying of 5th Street NW as presented.   Motion Carried 3/0
6. Parking Pad Issues – Over the past year there have been an increasing number of concerns, complaints, and issues arise regarding parking in residential districts.  According to the Zoning Ordinance, residential parking areas should be setback at least 10 ft from the property line.  The “10 ft. setback rule” (Ordinance No. 102-A) was adopted on 6/24/02 but it has never been enforced.  Staff is requesting direction from the Council on how to proceed with this issue.  Mike Oman was on hand to report first hand of the issue with his non-compliant neighbor.  The Council discussed ways to resolve non-compliant parking pads.  It was decided that this property owner be contacted and be required to either remove the cement parking pad, or install a fence on the property line from his garage to his back property line, with the approval of Mr. Oman.  There was also some discussion as to the need to enforce this ordinance from this point forward, with a possible permit process for all driveways and parking pads.  Planner Baker will be asked to research this further.
7. 70th Street Improvement – The City collects a fee on the Hidden Creek building permits for 70th Street improvements.  The developer is proposing to upgrade 70th St to the end of the Hidden Creek 5th Addition, and is requesting that the City reimburse the developer with the fee for the portion of the road that they construct.  A MOTION was made by Council Member Capaul with a second by Council Member Haag to authorize the release of funds for 70th Street improvements after completion of the project as presented.  Motion Carried 3/0
8. Park Board Recommendation for Trees in the Hwy 25 Improvement Project – Gary Hittle appeared before the Council representing the Park & Recreation Commission.  He presented a proposed street tree plan for the Hwy 25 project.  The Park & Recreation Commission is requesting that the City Council consider constructing strategically placed brick paver areas for future trees along Hwy 25/Ash Ave N.  The Commission believes would aesthetically enhance the downtown area.  The Council had questions concerning snow removal, maintenance and obstruction.  There was discussion as to whether trees set behind the sidewalk would give the same effect.  The City Engineer will check with MnDOT to see if trees would be allowed in the project.  Hittle commented that the opportunity is now to plan for the enhancement of the downtown area.  The Council tabled further discussion for a full Council decision.
9. Ordinance No. 125 Changing the Addresses of Certain Locations in the City of Mayer –Staff and the City Attorney have been working on an ordinance to address the properties on 7th Street and to also make correction to other addresses.  A MOTION was made by Council Member Capaul with a second by Council Member Haag to approve Ordinance No. 125 as presented.  Motion Carried 3/0
10. Barking Dog Ordinance – The city Council had instructed staff to clarify the habitual barking portion of 92.07 nuisances of the Ordinance.  The City Attorney has proposed that “yelping or crying shall be defined as barking for repeated intervals of at least three minutes with less than one minute of interruption, or repeated intervals of barking for a period of 30 minutes or more with no more than five minutes of interruption between barking intervals.” be added to the ordinance.  After some discussion, the three minutes was changed to five minutes to be consistent with other ordinances.  A MOTION was made by Council Member Haag with a second by Council Member Capaul to approve Ordinance No. 128 with change as noted.  Motion Carried 3/0
ADJOURN

A MOTION was made by Council Member Haag with a second by Council Member Capaul to adjourn the meeting at 8:35 p.m.  Motion Carried 3/0







                    _______________________________

                            





                     Myron Taylor, Acting Mayor
Attest: ______________________________

            Lois A. Maetzold, City Clerk
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