MAYER CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – MARCH 8, 2004
CALL REGULAR MEETING TO ORDER AT 7:30 P.M. BY MAYOR THOMAS

PRESENT: Mayor Thomas, Council Smith, McIntosh and Taylor 

ABSENT: Council Plendl
ALSO PRESENT: Tim Hanson, Virg Muller, Don Wachholz, Tice McPadden, Harley Baumann, Jim McPadden, Greg Kluver, Emily Hedges and Clerk Maetzold. 

The Meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVE MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 23 AND MARCH 4, 2004

MOTION made by Council McIntosh with a second by Council Taylor to approve the minutes of the February 23, and March 4, 2004 meetings as presented.  Approved 4/0

APPROVE CLAIMS FOR MARCH 2004
MOTION was made by Council Taylor with a second by Council Smith to approve the claims for March 2004 as presented.   Approved 4/0 

SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

No Report

CITY ENGINEER’S REPORT

· WWTF Addition Update –Virg Muller estimated the construction costs of the Wastewater Treatment Plant expansion at $2.2 to $2.4 million.  He suggested the Council put off the bid opening until the last week in April to avoid other projects opening earlier in the month.  That would give the expected 4 to 5 bidders for our projects sufficient time.  Engineering costs are expected to be 10% of the construction costs.  Clerk Maetzold will get the Advertisement for bid to Carver County News, and Virg will send to the Construction Bulletin.  The EAW is in to the PCA for review.  They are waiting for our Stormwater Management Plan.  Tim Hanson will contact them with the information needed.  The City can hold bids for one month before awarding.  MOTION was made by council Smith with a second by Council McIntosh to authorize plans and specifications go out for bid for the WWTF addition.  Approved 4/0  Tim Hanson will re-evaluate SAC cost requirements now that an estimate is in for the WWTF addition.
· Drinking Water Revolving Fund Application – A MOTION was made by Council McIntosh with a second by Council Taylor to approve Muller Engineering submit an application for the Drinking Water Revolving Fund.  This would award the City a priority number for a low interest loan for the construction of a new water treatment facility.  Approved 4/0  This would not commit the City, should the City decide not to build the new treatment facility.

· Pay Request #3– Caldwell Tanks (Elevated Water Tower #2) – MOTION made by Council Taylor with a second by Council McIntosh to approve pay request #3 in the amount of $18,462.30 to Caldwell Tanks for work completed to date on the Water tower.  Approved 4/0  Shop drawings have been approved.  They have begun to deliver the steel for the tower, with construction start slated for April.
· Drew Appraisals –Hokenson Appraisals have completed their work on the two separate parcels of the Bill Drew property.  Tim will review, and will send a copy to Bill Drew.  
· Hartmann AUAR – Comments have begun to come in for the Hartmann AUAR.  After review of the comments, Ann Perry will respond and the AUAR can be completed.  
· HWY 25 Improvements – Tim reported that MnDOT will replace all three crossings of the old tile line that runs through the City as part of the Hwy 25 Improvement project scheduled for 2005.
· Other Project Updates – Plans are being reviewed for Hidden Creek – 4th Addition
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

· City Planner Update – The Joint Powers Board has recommended Chelsea Rasmussen for the position of Joint Planner.  A formal offer will be made after the City of Watertown’s Council Meeting March 10th.  
· City Administrator Update – The City Council will conduct interviews on March 15th and March 18th for three applicants.  Attorney Kelly Dohm will be invited to come on March 18th after the last interview to discuss the City’s legal requirements for the hiring process.  It is the City’s desire to make a decision as soon as possible after the interviews.
· Park Planning Services – The City has received two proposals for Professional Park planning to assist the City with Master Park Planning and prioritization of park improvements.  Council decides to table the matter to give the new Planner a chance to decided how much can be done through City Staff. 
NEW BUSINESS:

· Mayer Baseball Club – Harley Baumann reported that the Baseball Club is in the process of trying to sell advertising to pay for an electronic scoreboard.  The $23,400.00 scoreboard will have seven permanent panels.   Advertisers would each pay $3,200.00.  They have already worked out arrangements for the City to use Lutheran High School’s portable bleachers for the summer for the ball park complex.  
· New Liquor License Application – Clerk Maetzold reported that she has received a new liquor license application for 421 Ash Ave N.  She has sent it on to the Sheriff’s Department for a background check.  It was not ready for tonight’s Council meeting, so it will be tabled until the next Council meeting.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

1. Community Center. – Clerk Maetzold reported that she is getting a bid to add a doorway to the meeting room to the north and a counter to the hallway of the current Council Chambers.  A sketch and related costs were presented to the Council to show a possible layout of office space for the current Council Chambers.  It was suggested that we incorporate the second desk from the Clerk’s office into the new office space to try to keep costs down.  Clerk Maetzold will try to have a revised cost estimate for next week’s special Council meeting interviews so action can be taken.  A MOTION was made by Council McIntosh with a second by Council Smith to approve approximately $300.00 to create a wireless network for shared printer and internet use among the office.  Approved 4/0  A MOTION was made by Council McIntosh with a second by Council Smith to approve new Microsoft Office software for the Deputy Clerk-Treasurer’s computer.  Approve 4/0  Mayor Thomas will check for government pricing for the software.
2. Water/Sewer – Greg will be attending the annual Wastewater Conference in St. Paul on Tuesday and Wednesday of this week.  Weather permitting; the brush pile will be burned this coming weekend.
3. Streets – Two quotes have been received for 2004 sweeping.  A MOTION was made by Council McIntosh with a second by Council Taylor to approve the low bid from Pearson Bros. for three sweeps at a total cost of $1,920.00 for the year.  Approved 4/0 Weight restriction signs have been installed in the City.  The two new developments are at 6 ton, the C/I is at 9 ton, and the balance of the City is at 5 ton.  Any road not posted is 5 ton according to state law.
4. Parks – Council Taylor reported that Jack Miller has volunteered to serve on the Park Committee.  Tim Hanson responded to Council Taylor’s questions about pond size within the new park to the east of Hwy 25 that the volume has been determined; the shape can be formed to some extent to the parks needs and amenities.   Taylor recommends a task force be formed with one or two from each of the following: Park Committee, Planning Commission, Mayer Baseball Club and Council.  This task force can work together to move forward with the Mayer Baseball Club’s vision.  They have put a lot of energy into the park and feel frustrated that plans have not been proceeding.   MOTION was made by Council McIntosh with a second by Council Taylor to approve the task force as presented.  Council McIntosh and Taylor will represent the Council.  Approved 4/0  It will be up to each to pick representatives and to set a date to meet.
5. Fire Department – No Report
OTHER BUSINESS

· Building Permit Update – The Building Permit report for February 4th through March 4th, 2004 was reviewed.  Total permit valuation amounted to $881,192.96.

· Thrivent may be another source for City health insurance benefits.

· Council discusses the need to have the City’s Adult Ordinance reviewed to make sure it still meets our needs.
ADJOURN

MOTION made by Council McIntosh with a second by Council Taylor to adjourn the meeting at 9:10 p.m.  Approved 4/0







_______________________________

                            





Gerald W. Thomas, Mayor

Attest: ______________________________

            Lois A. Maetzold, Clerk-Treasurer
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