
City of Mayer

Planning Commission Meeting
Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, October 2, 2007
Commission Members Present:  Commission Chair, Tom Stifter, Council Liaison Ron Haag, Commissioners Les Hahn, Krista Goedel, Lowell Wasser, Don Wachholz, and Rod Maetzold
Commission Members Absent:  None
Staff Present:  Benjamin Baker, City Planner
Also Present:  Mark Nelson
I. Call Meeting to Order
Meeting called to order at 7:00 PM by Chair Stifter.
II. Adopt Agenda

Motion: DW/RM, all in favor; to approve the agenda. 
III. Adopt Minutes

Motion: RM/LH, all in favor; to approve the minutes of August 7, 2007.
IV. OLD BUSINESS

1. Sign Ordinance Discussion

Baker explained that some local business owners objected to the strict temporary sign regulations included within Sign Ordinance Amendment 102-W, approved in August 13th, at the September 17th City Council meeting.  The Council recommended that the Planning Commission review the sign ordinance language again at their next meeting, and they encouraged local businesses owners to attend.

Planner Baker presented revised sign ordinance language to the Commission based on discussion from the previous City Council meeting.  Additional definitions and language were also added regarding billboard and dynamic sign regulations based on a study completed by the League of Minnesota Cities.  The Commission reviewed the new language which included the following major changes:
a. Temporary signs defined

b. Temporary signs, including sandwich board signs, exempt from sign permit

c. Temporary signs limited to a maximum of 4 per lot/entity

d. Signs encroaching into the public right-of-way
e. Billboards, dynamic billboards, and dynamic sign definitions

The Commission discussed the new changes and listened to Mark Nelson, Bootleggers Bar & Grill, present his case for temporary low-cost advertising banners which help generate more business.  Mr. Nelson stated that his business currently hosts up to three frontage banners and one banner in the rear.  LH mentioned that the Planning Commission had already discussed and agreed that more than one temporary sign creates visual clutter at the public hearing meeting in July, and he asked Mr. Nelson why he didn’t attend.   RM stated that larger business should be allowed to have more temporary signage.  DW stated that at least four temporary signs should be allowed to display specials and advertisements.  KG asked if specific time limit language should be considered.  Planner Baker stated that some businesses may use temporary signage instead of permanent signage to display their business name.  TS suggested allowing only three frontage signs and four signs overall.
After further discussion the Commission agreed to the new language with the following changes:

a. Billboard signs should be defined as greater than 32 square feet.
b. No more than four temporary signs shall be allowed on a lot (only 3 frontage temporary signs shall be allowed).

c. Only sidewalk sandwich board signs shall be taken down during non business hours.
d. Business names shall not be allowed on temporary signage.

Motion: TS/LH, 5-2 (voting nay: RM, DW), to recommend allowing three frontage temporary signs with a maximum of four per lot. 
Motion: LH/LW, 5-3 (voting nay: RM, KG, RH); to recommend adding a temporary signage question to the future citizen survey stating:  “How many temporary signs are appropriate per business:  0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6?” 
V. NEW BUSINESS

None

VI. COMMISSIONERS’ REPORT & QUESTIONS
None
VII. PLANNER’S REPORT

None
VIII. ADJOURN

Motion: LW/LH, all in favor; to adjourn the meeting.  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:12 PM.
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