MAYER CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – SEPTEMBER 8, 2003

CALL REGULAR MEETING TO ORDER AT 7:30 P.M. BY MAYOR THOMAS

PRESENT: Mayor Thomas, Council Smith, McIntosh, Taylor and Plendl 

ABSENT: 

ALSO PRESENT: Greg Kluver, Tim Hanson, Steve Mattson, Don Wachholz, Jim McPadden, Connie Hargest, Rod Maetzold, Jim Bart, Ron Hilk and Clerk Maetzold. 

The Meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVE MINUTES

MOTION made by Council McIntosh with a second by Council Taylor to approve the minutes of the August 25, meeting as corrected.  Approved 50

APPROVE CLAIMS FOR SEPTEMBER 2003

MOTION was made by Council McIntosh with a second by Council Smith to approve the claims for September 2003 as presented.   Approved 5/0 

SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

No Report
CENTERPOINT ENERGY/MINNEGASCO 

Connie Hargest, Senior Specialist, Local Government Relations for CenterPoint Energy/Minnegasco, appeared before the Council to present the Mayor and Fire Chief with a Community Partnership Grant in the amount of $2,500 toward a Thermal Imaging Gun.  Jim Bart of the Carver County News was on hand to photograph the occasion. 

CITY ENGINEER’S REPORT

· Accept Bid and Award Contract for West Ridge Road Reconstruction – Tim Hanson presented the Council with the bid results for West Ridge Road Reconstruction.  The low bid was $313,241.00 submitted by Wm. Mueller & Son, Inc. of Hamburg, MN.  He has contacted the bidder and discussed the project and the project’s timeline.  It was indicated that they intend to start work the first of October and anticipates substantial completion by mid November, as specified.  Easement acquisition is being negotiated with the property owners.  It is anticipated that the easements will be acquired shortly.  If not the project can be modified and constructed without the proposed easements.  Engineering recommends that the City of Mayer award a contract to Wm. Mueller & Son, Inc. for the West Ridge Road Reconstruction Project.  Motion was made by Council McIntosh with a second by Council Taylor to approve Resolution 09-08-03-18 ordering improvement, accepting bid and awarding the contract to Wm. Mueller & Son, Inc. for the West Ridge Road Reconstruction Project.  Approved 5/0
· Approve Bond for Reconstruction Projects – Steve Mattson, of Northland Securities appeared before the Council to discuss amounts that need to be financed.  Given the current interest rates and the direction they are headed, if may be feasible to combine West Ridge Road with the projected 7th Street and Ash Ave reconstruction project.  The size of issues and legal expense associated with each project, make combining them fiscally responsible.  If for some reason 7th Street and Ash Ave reconstruction does not proceed next year, the bonded money could be used for similar projects. The plans and specifications have been ordered for 7th Street and Ash Ave, but improvements have not been ordered.  Mattson suggested that they be ordered to proceed with the bond issue.  MOTION was made by Council Plendl with a second by Council McIntosh to approve Resolution 09-08-03-19, ordering the improvements for 7th Street and Ash Ave. 2003 reconstruction project.  Approved 5/0  Bonding would be for 15 years, although, assessments would be for 20 years using 5.75% interest on the assessments.  Tentative date for assessment hearing for West Ridge Road is October 27th.  MOTION was made by Council Plendl with a second by Council Taylor to approve Resolution 09-08-03-19, providing for the issuance and sale of $615,000 General Obligation Improvement Bonds of 2003 and pledging for the security thereof Special Assessments.  Approved 5/0
· Development Updates – Mr. Hanson updated the Council on the status of each addition of current development.  
· Softball Park – Grading is complete and the infields are in.  There has been a mistake or misunderstanding on infield design.  Infields were installed for little league, not for regulation softball.  Additional rec rock will be added to bring them to regulation softball standards.  
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

· Vacation Based on Hours Worked– Tabled
· Revisit Sewer Rate Based on Water Usage – Since many homes already have history so an average can be used to calculate the sewer rate, the previous motion to start averaging the October through March sewer usage for the April through September months beginning April of 2004 was amended by Council McIntosh with a second by Council Taylor to implement as soon as Clerk Maetzold can get set up through the Utility Billing system.  An average usage will be used for those without current history, and no refunds will be made for past billing.  

NEW BUSINESS:

· Ron Hilk, Athletic Director for Lutheran High School – appeared before the Council to request a special permit for additional water for the football field.  Current watering ban does not supply adequate water to the field, and a safety factor is a legitimate concern for the athletes.  After some discussion, a motion was made by Council Taylor with a second by Council Plendl to reclassify the football field as a new lawn, allowing LHS to water every day for 30 days, but only during the allowed 7 p.m. – 10 p.m. hours.  Approved.  The matter of the water line to the athletic fields not being metered was discussed.  It was originally installed knowing that the Mayer Baseball Club also used the water, therefore not metered.  Since then, the City has used LHS’s softball fields etc. also without cost.  Because the line should have been identified to be metered at the time new meters were installed throughout the City, LHS will be given some time to have the meter installed.
· 2004 Proposed Levy Certification – Clerk Maetzold presented a draft of the proposed budget.  Discussion included changed to the Community Center Capital Outlay and Storm Water Management Funds.  After review, a MOTION was made by Council Smith with a second by Council McIntosh to approve the 2004 Proposed Levy Certification amount of $515,910.00  Approved 5/0

· Set Dates for Truth in Taxation Hearings – Motion was made by Council Plendl with a second by Council Taylor to set the following dates for the Truth in Taxation Hearings.  Approved 5/0
· Initial Hearing – Monday, December 8th, 7:00 p.m.

· Continuation Hearing (if needed) – Thursday, December 18th, 7:00 p.m.

· Levy Adoption Hearing – Monday, December 22nd 8:00 p.m.

· Approve 2004 Police Contract – Motion was made by Council McIntosh with a second by Council Plendl to approve the 2004 Police Contract with 1.5 hours of service per day.  Approved 5/0
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

1. Community Center. – Clerk Maetzold reported that the Community Center doors will be weather-stripped this fall.  Repairs to the upper roof are now complete.
2. Water/Sewer – Greg presented information on a high service pump, which would increase the amount of water treated.  After discussion, a MOTION was made by Council Plendl with a second by Council McIntosh to approve the purchase of a high service pump for the water treatment facility.  This pump had been included in the new water tower bond.  Approved 5/0  Greg also reported that the automatic transfer switch for the generator that had been budgeted this year will be installed by next week.  Clerk Maetzold reported that two quotes have been received for landscaping at the lift station.  It was decided to wait until spring to landscape due to the dry conditions, and to ask for new quotes at that time.
3. Streets – Street patching has been completed.  Greg was asked to take the flags down by October 1st, and to pick up the flower pots as soon as it freezes, or when they start to deteriorate.  
4. Parks – Council Taylor reported that Gerry McMillan and Gary Hittle continue to work on the playground project.  
5. Fire Department – Chief Maetzold reported that the auxiliary pumper has been repaired and is now back in service

OTHER BUSINESS

· Building Permit Update – The Building Permit report for August 8 through September 8, 2003 was reviewed.  Total permit valuation amounted to $894,000.00.

· New Rules for Volleyball Leagues – In review of past usage, the following rules have been implemented for Volleyball Leagues using the Community Center gym:

· Children are encouraged to be left at home.  If they must come along, they are to have adult/responsible supervision at all time.  (This means someone other than persons playing volleyball)
· Children are not to hang from coat racks, bounce balls off ceiling tiles, run in the halls, must be kept out of the kitchen and other rooms, or cause damage to floors, walls and ceilings.  
· The building must be kept free from trash, wrappers, cans, etc.

· No intoxication permitted.  If found to occur, privileges may be lost.

· Damage must be accounted for.  Recurring damage may result in lost privileges.
· Care must be taken to ensure the volleyball equipment is stored properly after each use.

· Everyone must be out of the building within 15 minutes after the last match.

· Last team out must ensure that all lights are out, and all doors are securely locked.
· Meeting with Ridgeview Medical Center – Mayor Thomas reported that there will be a meeting at the Mayer Community Center on Tuesday, September 30th at 1:30 p.m. with Ridgeview Medical Center personnel to discuss the health care needs and development plans of our City.  All Council is invited to attend.
ADJOURN

MOTION made by Council Plendl with a second by Council Smith to adjourn the meeting at 9:35 p.m. to discuss vacation and other personnel issues.  Approved 5/0








_______________________________

                            





Gerald W. Thomas, Mayor

Attest: ______________________________

            Lois A. Maetzold, Clerk-Treasurer
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