CITY OF MAYER
PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION MINUTES

Tuesday, May 3, 2005 · 6:00 pm

Commission Members Present: Gary Hittle, Bob Johnson, Gerry McMillan, Jason Roberts and Council Liaison Myron Taylor

Commission Members Absent: None.

Staff Present: Chelsea Alger-City Planner, Luayn Murphy- City Administrator

Also Present: Ben Baker.

I. CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 6:05pm.

II. ADOPT AGENDA

Commission Chair Taylor asked if there were any additions to the Agenda. Alger stated she would like to add a discussion of improvement to the west softball field at the beginning of “Old/New Business”

Motion: GM/BJ, all in favor; to adopt the Agenda with changes.

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Motion: GM/BJ, all in favor; to adopt the Minutes of April 20, 2005 as presented.

IV. NEW/OLD BUSINESS

1.
Improvements to the west softball field for Babe Ruth.

Alger stated Harley Baumann had approached City Administrator Murphy earlier in the day to ask if the Baseball Club could make some improvements to the west softball field in the amount of $1,200. Since this was a recent request, Alger stated that she did not have time to research whether or not the improvements would make the field unplayable for softball.

The Commission felt that the cost would not be an issue, but they agreed that the City should make sure that the improvements would not hinder other play on the field. If it didn’t, they felt it would be a worthwhile project. Alger stated she could call Harley in the morning and talk to a few other people and report the finding to the Commission via e-mail. They could then give consensus to the Council based on the information. 

Motion: GM/BJ, all in favor; for Alger to get more info from Harley Baumann and report back to the Commission via e-mail for their consensus.
2.
Trails

Alger inquired whether or not the Commission would like to have the gravel trails through Old Schoolhouse Park and West Ridge Park paved this summer, using funds from the cell tower lease and park capital funds. She stated that the trail in Old Schoolhouse Park was under the DNR grant that had been submitted, so the Commission could choose to pave West Ridge Park this year and wait to see if the City gets funding for the Old Schoolhouse Park Trail.

Commissioner Hittle felt that the City should construct a master park plan for West Ridge Park before anything permanent is placed in the park. The Commission agreed. They also felt that the trail in Old Schoolhouse Park should wait until the City knows if they got DNR grant dollars for it or not.

Motion: GM/GH, all in favor; to hold off paving the trails until a development plan is done for West Ridge Park and the City hears back from the DNR in regards to the grant for Old Schoolhouse Park.
3.
Wetland Delineation

Alger stated that the City Council would like direction in regards to the wetland delineation for West Ridge Park. In order to develop a plan for the park, the wetland would need to be delineated in order to determine what the development potential for the area is. 

Commissioner McMillan believes this was done when the DNR grant was completed for the acquisition of the land and that it had been determined that no wetland was present. The Commission felt the City should determine the status of the area in order to proceed with a development plan for the park.

4.
Draft Park Use Policy

Alger presented a draft Park Use Policy, similar to the one set up for Watertown. This would be used for the purposes of scheduling, clean-up and maintenance in the parks. Due to lack of time, the Commission will review the policy and e-mail any changes to Alger.

5.
Commissioners’ Report

None.

6.
Planner’s Report

None.

V.
Adjourment
Motion: GM/BJ, all in favor; to adjourn the meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:35 pm.

Respectfully Submitted By:

Chelsea Alger

City Planner
