
CITY OF MAYER
PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION MINUTES

Tuesday, February 6, 2007
Commission Members Present:  Council Liaison Myron Taylor, Commission Members Bob Johnson, Gary Hittle, Krista Goedel and Jason Roberts
Commission Members Absent:  None
Staff Present:  Benjamin Baker, City Planner
I. CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 5:31 PM.
II. ADOPT AGENDA

Motion: BJ/KG, all in favor; to adopt the Agenda with one addition:  Tree Snag Clearing from the Crow River. 
III. APROVAL OF MINUTES

Motion:  JR/BJ, all in favor; to adopt the Minutes of January 2, 2007.
IV. OLD BUSINESS

1. City Parks – Tree Planting & Site Planning
The Commission discussed planting trees and shrubs around Old Schoolhouse Park.  JR stated that tree and shrub plantings around the ball fields would work as a natural screen/buffer between the park and the adjacent residential neighborhood.  Trees would also serve as a consistent backdrop for ball players and spectators looking toward the outfield.  BJ said the trees would help define the field areas.  GH suggested planting the trees in naturalistic clusters centered 20’ to 30’ from the outfield fence.  To avoid field encroachment by deciduous tree branches, evergreen trees should be placed closest to fence.  The Commissioners also discussed planting trees to allow enough room for the City mower deck, future trails, and utilities.  The Commissioners stated that they would work at finalizing a planting plan at there upcoming meetings.      
2. Carver County – Spring Tree & Shrub Order
Baker presented the Carver County Spring 2007 Tree & Shrub Order Form to the Commission for their consideration.  The Commission agreed that all the parks were lacking trees and that a spring tree order should be placed.  Then they discussed the pros and cons of the various species on the list.  After going through the list of trees and shrubs, the Commission decided on 40 bundles of 50 trees, totaling $1,185.00.  In the future, the Commissioners mentioned that they would also like to place an order for specific trees and shrubs not listed on the Carver County order form.       
V. NEW BUSINESS

1. Downtown Bench Location

Baker presented the Commission with a map of downtown Mayer, and he asked the Commission to specify possible locations for street benches.  The Commissioners identified 6 different spots along Ash Ave North / Hwy 25 for potential bench locations:  One, being in front of First Minnesota Bank; Two, in front of Security State Bank; Three, in front of the Mayer Mobil Car Wash; Four, directly south of the Mayer Laundromat & Car Wash; Five, along the southeast corner of Ash Ave N. and 4th Street NE; Six, near the intersection of Hwy 25 and 5th Street. 
Motion: BJ/GH, all in favor; to recommend 6 downtown benches at the following locations:  One, being in front of First Minnesota Bank; Two, in front of Security State Bank; Three, in front of the Mayer Mobil Car Wash; Four, directly south of the Mayer Laundromat & Car Wash; Five, along the southeast corner of Ash Ave N. and 4th Street NE; Six, near the intersection of Hwy 25 and 5th Street. 
2. Downtown Bench Style

Baker presented the Commission with catalogs showing park and street benches for their review.  After looking at the variety of bench styles, the Commission determined that Mayer’s downtown benches should look historical and be consistent with the downtown decorative lighting theme.  They agreed that arm and back rests were important too.  They also agreed that matching trash receptacle should be placed next to each bench.       
Motion: BJ/KG, all in favor; to recommend a 6’ Slat Style Bench (model # ES420) for $693.00/each along with a 32-Gallon Slat Style Receptacle (model # LR300) for $305.00/each .  Model numbers and figures were taken from the 2007 Wabash Valley Plastisol-Coated Furniture Catalog.
3. Tree Snag Clearing 
Baker explained a proposal for a Crow River canoe channel tree snag clearing project.  The project would include tree clearing and land restoration work along the Crow River from Mayer to Watertown.  The Commission agreed with the project, and they proposed contributing a similar amount of money as Watertown.
Motion: GH/BJ, all in favor; to recommend contributing $3,000 to the Crow River Project and extending the project to the County Road 30 (to New Germany) bridge.
VI. commissioners’ report

None.
VII. staff report
None.
VIII. Adjourment
Motion: MT/KG, all in favor; to adjourn the meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:59 PM.
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