MAYER CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – OCTOBER 24, 2005     
Call regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. by Acting Mayor Myron Taylor
PRESENT: Council Members Taylor, Haag, Oman and Capaul, with Mayor Thomas arriving late.
ABSENT: 

STAFF:  Administrator Murphy, City Engineer David Martini, Public Works Greg Lemer and Clerk Maetzold
ALSO PRESENT:  Don Wachholz, Mike Dodge, John & Becky Henschen, Edna Ernst, Jeff Schwendinger and Tom Williamson of Waconia Township and Emily Hedges.
The Meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVE AGENDA
MOTION made by Council Member Haag with a second by Council Member Oman to approve the agenda as presented with the additions as presented.  Motion Carried 4/0

APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA
MOTION was made by Council Member Haag with a second by Council Member Capaul to approve the Consent Agenda as presented:  Motion Carried 4/0. 

1. Approve of Minutes of October 10, 2005 Regular Council Meeting.
2. Approve of Additional Claims for October, includes final pay estimate of $33,126.35 for 7th and Ash Avenue Project. To Wm. Mueller & Sons.
3. Approve EDA minutes of September 20, 2005
4. Approval of Resolution 10-24-2005-35 Calling for the Hearing on the Proposed Assessment for the 7th and Ash Avenue Project.
STAFF REPORTS
· Administrator Murphy presented her monthly report outlining activities for the past month.  Included for the Council to review was a Financial Statement for the first 3 quarters of the year showing current investment and budget balances.
· The Council reviewed a list of meeting, projects, and daily activities performed by the Planner for the past month.  

·  The Council reviewed the Public Works monthly report outlining activities for the past month.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

· Approve bid for Pond Decommissioning Phase II – Three bids were received for the Pond Decommissioning Phase II at the Bid opening October 13, 2005  The bids were as follows:
Parrot Contracting


$85,625.00

Borneke Construction


$95,495.00

Hydro Engineering


$113,272.00

A MOTION was made by Council Member Haag with a second by Council Member Oman to authorize the Mayor and Administrator to sign a contract with Parrot Contracting, the low bidder at $85,625.00, for the Pond Decommissioning Phase II project.  Motion Carried 4/0

NEW BUSINESS:

1. Letter of Credit Reductions for Fieldstone – The City Engineer has reviewed the letter of credit reduction requests from Hartman Communities for work completed on Fieldstone through October 21, 2005.  A MOTION was made by Council Member Haag with a second by Council Member Capaul to approve the Letter of Credit reduction of $618,963.66 for work completed on Fieldstone and an additional $14,278.26 for grading.  Motion Carried 4/0
2. Letter of Credit Reductions for Sunset Meadows - The City Engineer has reviewed the letter of credit reduction requests from Sunset Meadows Corporation for work completed on Sunset Meadows through October 21, 2005.  A MOTION was made by Council Capaul, with a second by Council Member Oman to approve the Letter of Credit reduction of $460,245.60 for work completed on Sunset Meadows.  Motion Carried 4/0
3. Comprehensive Sanitary Sewer and Water Supply Plans – To complete the requirements of the Comprehensive Planning process, the City Engineer was asked to prepare fee estimates for the preparation of comprehensive plans for both the sanitary sewer and water supply for the City of Mayer. After some review a MOTION was made by Council Member Capaul with a second by Council Member Oman to approve the preparation of comprehensive plans for both the sanitary sewer and water supply for the City of Mayer by Bolton & Menk, Inc., at a not to exceed fee of $45,000.  Motion Carried 4/0  Cost sources to complete these plans will be determined through the 2006 budget process for Water & Sewer, which will occur this fall.
4. Authorization for Wetland Delineation – As part of the overall Storm Sewer Plan, the City will need to determine the area of wetland in the 10 acre piece of city property south of 1st St NE and east of Ash Ave S.  This area is proposed to be used as a storm water detention pond for the City’s overall storm water system.  After discussion, a MOTION was made by Council Member Haag with a second by Council Member Capaul to solicit a cost proposal from Kjolhaug Environmental Services Co to complete wetland delineation for this 10 acre parcel of City property.  Motion Carried 4/0
OTHER BUSINESS

· City Offices Closed Day after Thanksgiving – Administrator Murphy has checked with area Cities and businesses that the City of Mayer does business with, and found that most are closed the day after Thanksgiving.  A MOTION was made by Council Member Haag with a second by Council Member Oman to close City Offices on Friday, November 25, 2005.  Motion Carried 4/0

· New Firefighters Approved – Fire Chief Rod Maetzold has interviewed and received completed applications from two potential firefighter candidates.  Medical information has been received for Jeffrey Vollmer, but not for Eleanor Huidhyld to date.   A MOTION was made by Council Member Capaul with a second by Council Member Oman to approve the appointment of Jeffrey Vollmer and Eleanor Huidhyld, pending the receipt of medical information from Ms. Huidhyld, as new members of the Mayer Fire Department.  
· MPCA Permit for Pond Decommissioning – Independent contractors Devries and Kluver that currently are contracted with to run our WWTF have proposed to prepare and submit the MPCA permit for the Pond Decommissioning for an amount of $40.00 per hour, not to exceed $1,600.00.  They are confident they can save the City some money by completing this permit themselves instead of paying our City Engineer to complete it.
Mayor Thomas arrives.

After some discussion, a MOTION was made by Council Member Capaul with a second by Council         Member Haag to approve Devries and Kluver prepare and submit the MPCA permit for the Pond Decommissioning for an amount not to exceed $1,600.00.  Motion Carried 5/0
PUBLIC HEARING ON ORDINANCE #120 – 7:00 P.M.

A Public Hearing has been called to receive public input on Ordinance #120, the annexation of the John and Rebecca Henschen and Edna Ernst properties from Waconia Township.
These two properties are completely surrounded by property in the City of Mayer.  It is appropriate for the City to annex these properties by Ordinance.  

The homeowners and representatives from Waconia Township attended this Public Hearing. 

Henschen’s appeared before the Council to go on record that they oppose this annexation.   They feel that the City is not offering anything that they are not getting now, and that they were opposed to the 7th street project.  Ms. Ernst would also like to keep things the same as they are.  She also expressed concern over the lack of dust control for the current Fieldstone Development project.  The City Engineer will contact the developer to correct this issue.
Waconia Township representatives are asking for $300.00 per acre as compensation for lost taxes.  They were told that the City is not responsible for this amount due to this annexation by Ordinance.

The property owners were reminded that assessments for the 7th Street & Ash Ave project will be applied to their properties when annexation occurs.

A MOTION was made by Council Member Taylor with a second by Council Member Haag to close the Public Hearing.  Motion Carried 5/0

APPROVE ORDINANCE #120

After some discussion a MOTION was made by Council Member Haag with a second by Council Member Capaul to approve this annexation and Ordinance #120 as presented.  Motion Carried 5/0
SEWER/WATER CONNECTION TIMELINE FOR HENSCHEN & ERNST

City Ordinance requires 90 days for a property owner to connect to sewer & water as soon as a service line becomes available to the property.  Due to the time of year, a MOTION was made by Council Member Taylor with a second by Council Member Oman to extend this requirement and to give Henschen and Ernst until June 1, 2006 to connect to City services.  (Ernst currently has city water connection) Motion Carried 5/0

PUBLIC HEARING FOR SMALL CITIES GRANT – 7:30 P.M.

A Public Hearing has been called to receive public input on a Small Cities Grant Application and any other issues within the Community.  There was no public comment.

Shannon Sweeney of David Drown Associates appeared before the Council to present specific information regarding the scope of the project and the activities that the City is proposing to undertake.  The application will be submitted before the November 1, 2005 deadline.  We should hear if this application is approved for funding by March 1, 2006.  Mr. Sweeney commented that if the application is not funded in 2006, He will re-submit the application for 2007 at no cost to the City.
A MOTION was made by Council Member Taylor with a second by Council Member Haag to close the Public Hearing.  Motion Carried 5/0

· Approve Resolution 10-24-2005-36 – A MOTION was made by Council Member Taylor with a second by Council Capaul to approve Resolution 10-24-2005-36 “Slum and Blighting” Conditions.  Motion Carried 5/0

· Approved Resolution 10-24-2005-37 – A MOTION was made by Council Member Capaul with a second by Council Member Haag to approve Resolution 10-24-2005-37 Authorizing the execution of the Small Cities Development Program Application.  Motion Carried 5/0
· City Snow Removal Bids for 2005-06 – The City has advertised for snow removal bids for the 2005-06 season.  Only one bid has been received.  After some discussion a MOTION was made by Council Member Taylor with a second by Council Member Oman to reject the bid and to advertise for a re-bid.  Motion Carried 5/0
· Meeting Closed for Public Works Employee 6 Month Review – After the 6 month review of Public Works Employee Greg Lemer, a MOTION was made by Council Member Capaul with a second by Council Member Haag to appoint Greg Lemer as a permanent employee of the City of Mayer, and to move him to Step I of the pay scale effective October 25, 2005.  Motion Carried 5/0
ADJOURN

A MOTION was made by Council Member Taylor with a second by Council Member Haag to adjourn the meeting at 8:15 p.m.  Motion Carried 5/0







                    _______________________________

                            





                          Gerald W. Thomas, Mayor
Attest: ______________________________

            Lois A. Maetzold, City Clerk
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