CITY OF MAYER
PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION MINUTES

Tuesday, August 2, 2005 @ 5:30 pm

Commission Members Present:  Gerry McMillian, Bob Johnson, and Jason Roberts
Commission Members Absent:  Gary Hittle and Council Liaison Myron Taylor
Staff Present:  Benjamin Baker - City Planner
I. CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 5:35pm.  Baker noted that Gary Hittle, absent from the meeting, had submitted comments for the Commission to review.
II. ADOPT AGENDA

Gerry McMillian served as Chair of the meeting. 
Motion: BJ/JR, all in favor; to adopt the Agenda with two additions:  Old Schoolhouse Batting Cage and West Ridge Park Plague Sign.
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Motion: JR/BJ, all in favor; to adopt the Minutes of July 5, 2005 as presented.

IV. NEW/OLD BUSINESS

1. Old Schoolhouse Batting Cage
Baker asked the Commissioners if Public Works could take down the current batting cage poles in Old Schoolhouse Park to make room for a proposed paved trail.  Baker informed the Park & Rec. Commission that the Public Works Department would have access to a front loader/backhoe sometime within the week that could easily remove the heavy poles.  (If a new site is designated for a batting cage in the future, then the poles can then be reused.) 
Motion: BJ/JR, all in favor; to take down the current batting cage poles in Old Schoolhouse Park. 
2. Plaque/Name Sign for West Ridge Park Playground Equipment
Baker asked for direction from the Commission regarding a “special sign” honoring volunteers and donators of the playground equipment in West Ridge Park.  The Commission thought that the sign should look consistent with the play equipment.  Therefore, they guided Staff to check with Earl F. Anderson, Inc. and other engraving companies to get quotes.  The Commission also asked Staff to roundup the names of volunteers and donators.
3. Review of Existing Park & Recreation Money Available

Baker presented the current status of money available for Park & Recreation issues/needs available as of August 2005.
4. Park & Recreation Priorities Discussion
Both City staff and the Commissioners thought that a special meeting should be arranged so that all five Commission members could attend to address trails, trees, and the needs in each City park.  The special meeting would also include specific park planning, site visits, priority setting, and visioning.  The Commission guided Staff to setup a special meeting in the near future. 
5. City Entrance Signs
Baker presented the results of the visual preference survey.  The Commissioners agreed on picture number one.

Motion: BJ/JR, all in favor; to pursue sign quotes from different companies and brick/block masons similar to the “Visual Preference Survey - City Entrance Signs” number one. 
6. City Park Signs
Baker presented the results of the visual preference survey.  The Commissioners agreed on picture number four.

Motion: BJ/JR, all in favor; to pursue sign quotes from different companies similar to the “Visual Preference Survey – Park Signs” number four. 
7. Commissioners’ Report

None.

8. Staff Report
Baker asked the Commission if they wanted to proceed with the paving of current gravel trail sections in West Ridge Park and Old School House Park.  He also asked if they wanted to construct a new connecting trail along Coldwater Crossing.  The Park & Rec. Commission felt that the three trails were important links in the community and recommend paving them as-soon-as-possible.  
Gary Hittle, absent from the meeting, submitted comments for the Commission to review.  The Commission agreed with Hittle’s points which stated that detailed park planning and grading should be done first before anything permanent is placed in the parks.  The Commission also agreed that the three trails would not interfere with future park plans.
Motion: BJ/JR, all in favor; to proceed with paving and constructing three trails in West Ridge Park, Old Schoolhouse Park, and along Coldwater Water Crossing. 
V.
Adjourment
Motion: BJ/JR, all in favor; to adjourn the meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:27 pm.

Respectfully Submitted By:

Benjamin Baker,
City Planner
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