MAYER CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – DECEMBER 12, 2005     
Call regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. by Mayor Gerald Thomas

PRESENT: Mayor Thomas, Council Members Taylor, Capaul and Haag 
ABSENT:  Council Member Oman

STAFF:  Administrator Murphy, Planner Baker, Greg Lemer, City Attorney David Hubert, City Engineer David Martini and Clerk Maetzold
ALSO PRESENT: Jim McPadden, Barb Splettstoeszer, State Senator Julianne Ortman, Bill Buehl, John Vinkemeier, Greg Kluver, Tice McPadden, Harley Baumann, Fred Gongoll, Diane Buranen, Rod Maetzold and Emily Hedges.
The Meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.
APPROVE AGENDA
MOTION made by Council Member Capaul with a second by Council Member Taylor to approve the agenda of the December 12, 2005 meeting with an addition as presented.  Motion Carried 4/0

APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA
MOTION was made by Council Member Taylor with a second by Council Member Capaul to approve the Consent Agenda as presented:  Motion Carried 4//0. 

1. Approve minutes of the November 28, 2005 Regular Council Meeting 

2. Approve minutes of the November 28, 2005 Special Council Meeting 

3. Approve minutes of the November 29, 2005 Truth in Taxation Meeting 

4. Approval of claims for December 

5. Approve minutes of Park Board Meeting of November 1, 2005

6. Approve Investment Policy for 2006
7. Approve Ordinance #124 Council Salaries
8. Approval of Engineering rates for 2006
9. Approval of Change Orders  6, 7 and 8 for the WWTF

FIRE CHIEF REPORT
1. Fire Department Appointments – Earlier this evening, interviews were held for Firefighters applying for open Officer Positions.  A MOTION was made by Council Member Capaul with a second by Council Member Taylor to approve the following appointments: Fire Chief – one year term – Rod Maetzold; Training Officer/Captain – two year term – Andy Maetzold; Captain – two year term – Pat Esser; Captain – one year term – Mike Taylor; Secretary – two year term – Pat Esser.  Motion Carried 4/0
2. Fire Report for November was reviewed.
3. DNR Grant – Chief Maetzold informed the Council that he has secured a matching grant from the DNR for $1,700.00 toward turn out gear.  He also reported that the Relief Association would be purchasing 9 rescue jumpsuits for the newest firefighters.  Also, with two new inquiries to the Department, additional pagers may need to be purchased.
ASSESSMENT AMENDMENT AND APPEALS FOR 7TH AND ASH AVENUE PROJECT
· Amendment - City Attorney David Hubert reported that assessments for the Ernst property were calculated incorrectly.  She was assessed for water, when in fact she already is connected to City water.  Sewer costs were assessed by the foot, and an incorrect footage was used for her sewer assessment.  Changes to the Ernst property bring the new assessment amount to $13,074.14.  A MOTION was made by Council Member Taylor with a second by Council Member Capaul to approve Resolution 12/12/05/46, amending the assessment for the 7th St and Ash Ave project as presented.  Motion Carried 4/0
· Appeals – The City of Mayer has received formal Appeals from John & Rebecca Henschen and Mid-County Coop for their assessments of the 7th St and Ash Ave project.  City Attorney David Hubert outlined the Assessment Appeal process for the Council.  He recommended that the City order appraisals for these properties.  Keeping in mind that these are costs that the City will incur, and that there is no guarantee that these appraisals will support current $77,000 assessments of these two properties.  Larry Harris, attorney from the Melchert Hubert Sjodin office, would handle any litigation of these appeals.  A MOTION by Council Member Haag with a second by Council Member Capaul to approve the hiring of a certified appraiser for these properties.  Motion Carried 4/0
SENATOR JULIANNE ORTMAN

Senator Ortman dropped by to acknowledge the hard decision cities have had to make in finding other revenue sources in light of state cuts.  She reported that the last legislative session was very difficult for all, but that she is still proud of what transpired as a result.  She invited all to come and visit her at the Capital, and that her office is always open.  She heard questions on the Highway 25 improvement project and possible Township annexation moratoriums, and vowed to help the City in any way she could.
PLANNER REPORT


1. Expert Driveways, 604 Shimmcor St – City Planner Ben Baker gave the Council background on the site plan review for 604 Shimmcor St.  Specific action required is for the following: a) Barbed wire fence issue, b) Berm issue, c) Trees along fence as screening.  After some discussion, a MOTION was made by Council Member Capaul with a second by Council Member Haag to allow barbed wire at the top of the perimeter fence at 604 Shimmcor St as requested.  Motion Carried 4/0.  
The berm issue was discussed.  The property owner feels that his berm does not do the job it was intended to do, screen his property from the residential area.  He invited the Council to come and visually inspect the berm.  He would like to remove the berm and turn it into green space.  Adding 20 trees along the fence would act as a permanent screen for his property.  The Council tabled further discussion of the berm & trees until the January meeting, and each was encouraged to visit the site before then.
2. Site Plan for Verizon Monopole – Verizon has purchased the Qwest monopole located at the west side of the Mayer Community Center.  They are requesting an expansion to the current monopole site.  A site plan was presented to the Council for their review.  Some discussion included lease amounts that currently help fund our Park Fund, possible Broadband connections and equipment that would be housed at the site.  A MOTION was made by Council Member Capaul with a second by Council Member Haag to send the site plan to the Planning Commission and to have Administrator Murphy start working with Verizon on the process.  Motion Carried 4/0
3. Park Survey Results – Planner Baker reported that the recent Park & Recreation Survey had 120 out of 500 surveys returned.  Results were shared with the Council.  The Park & Recreation Committee is working to begin planning financially to incorporate these priority improvements in a Capital Improvement Plan.
4. Old Schoolhouse Park – Baseball Club – The Mayer Baseball Club is requesting the City look into constructing a playground and concession/restroom/storage building for Old Schoolhouse Park.  They plan to continue to donate charitable gambling funds toward these improvements, but feel that these improvements are needed to finish Old Schoolhouse Park and for them to play on the field.  After some discussion, a MOTION was made by Council Member Capaul with a second by Council Member Haag to have staff work with the Park & Recreation Commission to work on getting bids on a concession/restroom/storage building for Old Schoolhouse Park.  Motion Carried 4/0.
ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH – JOHN VINKEMEIER
Mr. Vinkemeier appeared before the Council to report that Zion Lutheran Church has changed their plans to purchase land at the Fieldstone Development.  At a recent Church Voters meeting, the Congregation voted to purchase 20 acres from Bernie & Bonnie Stoeckman, east of Mayer along the north side of Co. Rd. 30 for a relocation of Zion’s Church and School.  Zion is requesting a letter from the City that water and sewer is available to Zion for this property.  It currently is in Waconia Township, with one parcel between them & the City.  The City Engineer commented that the issue is how to get water & sewer to them and how it fits into the big picture, not whether the parcel can be serviced.  The City is currently updating the water & sewer portions of the Comprehensive Plan which will help fit these pieces into the puzzle.  After further discussion, a MOTION was made by Council Member Capaul and seconded by Council Member Haag to make water & sewer available to Zion Lutheran Church for their 20 acre parcel of 13880 Co Rd 30.  Zion will prepay WAC & SAC amounts.  Motion Carried 4/0
CITY ENGINEER

· Sidewalk width for Hwy 25 Improvement Project - David Martini asked the Council to make a decision on sidewalk width for the Hwy 25 Improvement Project.  The Engineer’s need to submit plans to MNDOT, and the width has been a matter of debate.  He also commented that this is the City’s only chance to make this important decision, since it will be many years before the sidewalks will be redone.  At the Open House, residents/property owners favored 6 foot widths, stating assessment costs and highway safety issues a concern with 8ft widths.  Council Member Capaul proposed the City consider constructing 8 foot sidewalks, and to assess the property owners for 6 feet, with the City picking up the costs for the two extra feet.  He also proposed that the City remove snow on these sidewalks, and that the highway lanes be striped for safety.  After further discussion, a MOTION was made by Council Member Haag with a second by Council Member Capaul to install 8 foot sidewalks in the Highway 25 Improvement Project, assessing 6 feet to the property owners, leaving the City to pay for the extra two feet.  Motion Carried 4/0  The issue of snow removal will be addressed with the 2007 Budget.
Martini also reported that Hwy 25 accesses were submitted with surmountable curb for Finn’s Place.  The Mayer Fire Station and Mayer Mobil will have high back curb with specific entrances as per the plan.
ADMINSTRATOR’S REPORT

1. Adopt the Amended 2006 Budget – Administrator Murphy reported that interest was reported twice, and the amended budget is amended to reflect that amount.  A MOTION was made by Council Member Capaul with a second by Council Member Taylor to adopt the amended 2006 Budget as presented.  Motion Carried 4/0
2. Adopt Final Levy, Resolution 12-12-2005-47 – A MOTION was made by Council Member Capaul with a second by Council Member Haag to adopt the Final Levy as follows: 
General Fund Levy


$725,036.00

Debt Service



$136,322.00



TOTAL LEVY

$864,154.00

Motion Carried 4/0

3. Sewer Availability Charges, Resolution 12-12-2005-44 – A MOTION was made by Council Member Haag with a second by Council Member Taylor to approve Resolution 12-12-2005-44 setting the sewer availability charge of $3,500.00 for 2006.  Motion Carried 4/0
4. Water Availability Charges, Resolution 12-12-2005-45 – A MOTION was made by Council Member Haag with a second by Council Member Taylor to approve Resolution 12-12-2005-45 setting the water availability charge of $3,500.00 for 2006.  Motion Carried 4/0
5. Sewer and Water Budget for 2006 – Administrator Murphy has been working with Greg Kluver on the sewer and water budget for 2006.  The Council was presented with the final draft.  A MOTION was made by Council Member Taylor with a second by Council Member Haag to adopt the $518,511.60 sewer budget for 2006, and the $281,597.20 water budget for 2006.  Motion Carried 4/0
6. Sewer and Water Rate Increases for 2006 – After calculating expenditures and revenues for 2006, Staff is requesting the Council adopt a .10 increase for both sewer and water utility rates for 2006.  A MOTION was made by Council Member Capaul with a second by Council Member Haag to approve a .10 increase for both sewer and water utility rates for 2006.  Motion Carried 4/0  
7. Personnel Committee Recommendations Tabled 
8. Purchase of Truck Box – After reviewing quotes obtained by Public Works Greg Lemer for truck box, hoist and plow for the new 3500 Chevrolet truck, a MOTION was made by Council Member Capaul with a second by Council Member Haag to approve the recommendation of Lemer to purchase equipment from Aspen Truck Equipment for a stainless steel box with heavy duty floor, hoist, Boss V plow with deflector and smart cylinders for a total of $13,983.91.  Additional optional equipment was also approved: Back up alarm - $87.92 & Strobe light with mount - $340.81.  Motion Carried 4/0
9. Discretion to Pay Additional Claims in 2005 – Since there will not be another meeting in December, staff is asking for approval to pay necessary claims.  A MOTION was made by Council Member Taylor with a second by Council Member Haag approving staff to pay necessary claims for the rest of December.  Motion Carried 4/0.   Council will have opportunity to review paid claims at the January 9, 2006 meeting.
OTHER BUSINESS

· Council Member Oman submitted a written report of her experience at the League of Minnesota Cities Conference in Rochester.  Mayor Thomas added his comments of the conference, and encouraged all members to attend future conferences.  
He shared this quote by Marion Leroy Burton, “The significant thing about any individual or group or organization is not what it is, but what it is becoming; not so much what it may have been in the past as what it is going to be in the future . . .”
ADJOURN

MOTION made by Council Member Capaul with a second by Council Member Taylor to adjourn the meeting at 9:25 p.m.  Approved 4/0








                    _______________________________

                            





                          Gerald W. Thomas, Mayor
Attest: ______________________________

            Lois A. Maetzold, City Clerk
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