BOARD OF REVIEW – APRIL 26, 2004 – 7:00 P.M.

The annual meeting was called to order by Mayor Thomas with all Council members in attendance.  County Assessor Angie Johnson was also in attendance.  It was mentioned that the valuation of properties in the City of Mayer increased an average of 8%.  With no other residents attending, the meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m.
MAYER CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – APRIL 26, 2004
REGULAR MEETING CALLED TO ORDER AT 7:30 P.M. BY MAYOR THOMAS

PRESENT: Mayor Thomas, Council Smith, Taylor, Plendl and McIntosh 
ABSENT: 

ALSO PRESENT: Greg Kluver, Tim Hanson, Steven Hall, Bill & Sandy Drew, Jim McPadden, Robert Wozny, Emily Hedges, Clerk Maetzold and others. 

The Meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVE MINUTES

MOTION made by Council McIntosh with a second by Council Plendl to approve the minutes of the April 12 & 19, 2004 meetings as corrected.  Approved 5/0

APPROVE ADDITIONAL CLAIMS FOR APRIL 2004
MOTION was made by Council Plendl with a second by Council Taylor to approve the additional claims for April 2004 as presented.   Approved 5/0 

STEVEN HALL
Steven Hall and other residents from the Coldwater Crossing Development appeared before the Council to express concern over the current tax rate in the City of Mayer.  He presented several questions to the Council.  Mayor Thomas responded by first walking through the steps of a City Budget, and second, addressing each questions individually.  The residents have come not just to complain but to help come up with ideas to lower the tax rate.  They ask what can be done to encourage more businesses to come to our City.  The question was also asked if the City’s budget could be posted on the website.  The residents were encouraged to get involved and become part of the next budget session.

BILL & SANDY DREW

Sandy Drew along with her husband Bill appeared before the Council to present a copy of their appraisal for their property the City has asked to purchase.  At the initial meeting with the City Engineer and Clerk, Drew’s indicated that their asking price was $250,000.00 for five acres.  Both parties have now completed appraisals, with Drew’s appraisal coming in at $295,800.00.  The City’s appraisal was $104,100.00 for 4.51 acres, and $47,100.00 for 1.46 acres + 50 foot strip.  City Engineer Tim Hanson will review the information and report back with his recommendation.
CITY ENGINEER’S REPORT

· WWTF Addition Bid Opening – Scheduled for Tuesday, April 27, 2004 at 10:00 a.m.
· New Water Tower – The tower is starting to take shape.  The working crane installed at the top, is at the approximate height of the tower when completed. 
· Tower Pay Application #4 – MOTION was made by Council Plendl with a second by Council Taylor to approve pay application #4 in the amount of $142,703.30 payable to Caldwell Tank as presented.  Approved 5/0
· W. Ridge Rd Improvements – Concrete driveways have been installed, as well as the first lift of bituminous driveways.  Workers have started leveling out behind the curbs, and sod will be laid as soon as it can be cut.  Grading has begun on the park to get it ready for the playground equipment.
· Hidden Creek – 4th Addition – Construction plans have been sent back for final review.  The sewer permit which had been on hold, has been released for this addition.  No additional development can occur until the City’s addition to the WWTF is underway.
· 7th Street Improvements – Tim has been working with Russell Olson’s on land acquisition for a stormwater pond needed for this project.  Wetland delineation has been completed.  A recent meeting with the Olson’s discovered their asking price more than twice that the City had budgeted.  The City may have to take other measures, but for the time being, should have an appraisal done on this property.  MOTION was made by Council Plendl with a second by Council McIntosh to approve the appraisal of the Russell Olson property.  Approved 5/0  Tim discussed that approximately 30 acres drain toward this area and could potentially be assessed for stormwater.  The matter will be further investigated. 
· Sell C/I Outlots – Council McIntosh inquired what the process was to turn over the outlots of the Sell C/I Park to the City.  Tim replied that the Developer needs to deed the outlots to the City.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

· Telephone System For City Offices – Clerk Maetzold presented two more quotes for telephone systems for the City Offices.  After review, a MOTION was made by Council Plendl with a second by Council Taylor to approve the quote from Diversified Networks, Inc. for a Nortel Networks Norstar CICS business phone and voice mail system at a cost of $3,773.00.  This system is eligible for a $400.00 rebate.  Approved 5/0
NEW BUSINESS:

· Robert Wozny – Mr. Wozny appeared before the Council to discuss a setback issue that is preventing him from building a deck on his home.  City Planner Chelsea Rasmussen informed the Council that the Planning Commission has discussed the situation, and is recommending an amendment to the Zoning Ordinance that would permit decks to encroach upon the 30’ rear setback.  More information to come.
· Planner Report – Chelsea also highlighted a few other issues that have come up and suggests that additional amendments to the Zoning Ordinance would be necessary to establish front yard tree placement in the R-1 District as well as minor word usage changes of “shall” to “will”.  These amendments should be ready for a Public hearing in May with the Planning Commission.
· Charles Leuthner Site Approval – The Planning Commission is recommending conditional site approval for Charles Leuthner.  A MOTION was made by Counil Plendl with a second by Council Smith to approve the site approval for Charles Leuthner conditional upon Planner’s and Engineer’s reports as presented.  Future signage will require additional review.   Approved 5/0

· Mayer Baseball Club – Harley Baumann reported to the City Planner that work is continuing on the ball fields.  They hope to be seeding within the week.
· Covenants – Council Smith discussed the need to look at adding restricted storage to the Zoning Ordinance in an effort to help enforce current covenants.
· Community Center Heating/Cooling Quote for Repairs and/or Replacement – Clerk Maetzold reported that during a recent scheduled maintenance of the Community Center’s A/C, it was discovered that there are major repairs needed.  A quote was presented to repair and/or replace one or both of the units that cool the gym area.  Replacement would replace both the A/C and Heating to the space.  These units are quite old, and newer efficient models would be warranted.  Clerk Maetzold will check with Xcel Energy to see if there are any rebates or low interest loans available for replacement.  The matter was tabled.
· Public Works Director Report – Greg reported that the spring sweeping has been completed.  W Ridge Road was not done due to the continued work on that project.  He also reported that he is in the process of hydrant flushing, which will continue for several more weekends.
OTHER BUSINESS

· Spring Cleanup May 1st – The Council was asked to help with the spring cleanup day May 1st if at all possible.
· Playground Installation – Council Taylor informed the Council that the Playground Installation has been moved to May 22-23rd.   He and the Park Board will coordinate efforts to gather the tools and equipment necessary for the installation.   Lois Maetzold and Debbie McMillan will coordinate food for the workers.

ADJOURN

MOTION made by Council Plendl with a second by Council Smith to adjourn the meeting at 9:45 p.m.  Approved 5/0








_______________________________

                            





Gerald W. Thomas, Mayor

Attest: ______________________________

            Lois A. Maetzold, Clerk-Treasurer
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