MAYER CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – JULY 12, 2004
The Special Meeting which was to be held at 6:00 p.m. to negotiate the Administrator Candidate’s contract was cancelled due to Mr. Meyer’s family emergency.

CALL REGULAR MEETING TO ORDER AT 7:30 P.M. BY MAYOR THOMAS

PRESENT: Mayor Thomas, Council Smith  and Taylor 

ABSENT: Council Plendl & McIntosh
ALSO PRESENT: Tim Hanson, Naeem Qureshi, Greg Kluver, Don Wachholz,  Jim McPadden, Curtis Ziermann, Marty Ziermann, Virgil Stender, Milfred Dalchow, Don & LeAnn Weibel, Barb Splettstoeszer, Emily Hedges and Clerk Maetzold. 

The Meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVE COUNCIL MINUTES

MOTION was made by Council Smith with a second by Council Taylor to approve the Council meeting minutes of June 28, 2004 as presented.  Approved 3/0
APPROVE CLAIMS FOR JULY 2004
MOTION was made by Council Smith with a second by Council Taylor to approve the claims for July 2004 as presented.   Approved 3/0 

CITY ENGINEER’S REPORT

· WWTF Addition Update – A pre-construction meeting was held June 29th.  The contract has been signed and construction may start next week.  
· W. Ridge Rd Damaged Curb Replacement – After inspection, several damaged areas, the result of snow removal this past winter, were added to the punch list to the general contractor for this project.  Repair and replacement of the damaged areas will result in a better looking project; however, these project costs are a compensatable item to the contractor.   After discussion, a MOTION was made by Council Taylor with a second by Council Smith to approve the change order for damaged curb in the amount of $1,770.00. Approved 3/0
· Elevated Water Storage Tank No. 2 Quotes for Controls – Tim Hanson explained to the Council that the control equipment will communicate between water tower No. 2 and the City’s water treatment plant (wells).  The controls indicate the water level of the tower and calling for water when needed.  The quote for the equipment is $16,753.00.  This amount does not include sales tax or electrical installation.  MOTION made by Council Smith with a second by Council Taylor to approve the quote from D2 Services, Inc. in the amount of $16,753.00 plus sales tax..   Approved 3/0
· Water Treatment Plant Expansion Discussion – The expansion or construction of a new water treatment facility is becoming critical with the completion of each new development.  Given the interest in future development it is timely to begin the process of design then construction of a new water treatment facility.  Naeem Qureshi of Progressive Consulting Engineers gave a presentation on his firm’s experience with water treatment and water treatment facilities.  Both Tim and Greg have worked with Naeem and his firm in the past.  A feasibility study would help determine size and site of a new facility.  A complete timeline would be approximately 1 ½ - 2 years from start to completion.  The Council needs to start thinking about it, since the current plant is close to capacity.  After a question and answer period, the matter was tabled to the next meeting.
· Feasibility Study North Central Drainage Area – Tim presented a feasibility study of the North Central drainage area that corresponds with the 7th St and Ash Ave street improvement project.  He presented the conclusions and recommendation to order a public hearing for the proposed improvements.  After some discussion, a MOTION was made by Council Taylor with a second by Council Smith to approve Resolution 07-12-04-05 which approves the report and moves forward with the Public Hearing scheduled for August 9th.  Approved 3/0
· Metro Environment Partnership Grant – The grant agreement between the Metropolitan Council and the City of Mayer requires that the City submit a quarterly progress report and request for reimbursement to the Met Council.  A MOTION was made by Council Smith with a second by Council Taylor to approve the quarterly report and invoice to be sent to Met Council as presented.  Approved 3/0
· Continued Drainage Issues Discussions – Tim Hanson reported that he has met with the Developer’s Engineer.  They are looking into options that would lower the ponds in Hidden Creek.  A separate option of replacing the old tile line north of the tracks is also being researched.  The County has indicated that there would be some aid, but no amount was given until a plan can be developed and presented to them for consideration.  There were some in attendance that expressed concern over current berms and dikes in the Hidden Creek Development.
· Mr. Hanson will be on vacation from July 10 – July 18th.
JIM MCPADDEN

Jim McPadden of 516 Rustic Rd appeared before the Council inquiring about drainage issues in connection with the W. Ridge Rd project.  Tim Hanson will work with him on the issues.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

· City Administrator Update – The Council was to meet before the meeting to discuss contract negotiations with the Administrator candidate.  Since he was not able to attend due to a family emergency, Mayor Thomas will call him tomorrow morning and possibly work out contract issues over the phone.  The matter was tabled to later in the meeting to give Mayor Thomas parameters for negotiations.
NEW BUSINESS:

· Dalchow Annexation Reimbursement to Waconia Township: Because of the Milfred Dalchow annexation earlier this year, it appears that the City of Mayer will owe Waconia Township reimbursement of a portion of the real estate taxes that it “loses” over the next five years as a result of the annexation of this property.  The breakdown for the next five years was reviewed, and a check will be sent to Waconia Township for the full five years in the amount of $62.03.  
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

1. City Planner – 
· Zoning Ordinance Amendment: Ordinance 102-G – Rasmussen presented Ordinance 102-G, which had been presented at the June 28th meeting, prior to the review of the City Attorney. Minor changes had been made, per the recommendation of the City Attorney, which dealt mainly with grammatical issues, nothing that changes the intent. MOTION was made by Council Smith with a second by Council Taylor to approve adopt Ordinance 102-G.  Approved 3/0  
· Landscaping Discussion – Rasmussen indicated there had been a number of complaints regarding weed overgrowth on lawns. She indicated that City Code did not specify a time limit in establishing a lawn and suggested that if the Council would like more control over enforcement that something should be placed in the Ordinance. The Council directed Rasmussen to research and later propose an amendment to the Zoning Ordinance, requiring the establishment of a lawn within a certain time period.
· Nuisance Discussion- Council Smith inquired into the restrictions on what can be visibly stored on a residential lot. Rasmussen indicated that unless the items were defined as junk, abandoned cars, etc., there were no specific restrictions stated. The Council directed Rasmussen to research the Ordinances of surrounding communities to see how they address similar situations. Mayor Thomas inquired about purchasing a digital camera for purposes of documenting nuisance issues and other items. Rasmussen felt that this would be a good idea.
· Coldwater Crossing- Rasmussen indicated that she had been receiving comments from residents regarding the City’s involvement in the Coldwater Crossing development that were incorrect. She stated that all comments should be directed to her so she can provide accurate information to the residents.

· New Development- Rasmussen indicated that she has received interest from developers in developing property to the south of town. At this time, she has indicated that the City does not have the sewer capacity to entertain more developments, until an orderly annexation agreement and Comp Plan amendment have been approved. She discussed the importance of developing these documents so the City can better plan for the future and give developers more definitive answers in the future.
2. Community Center – Clerk Maetzold reported that there have been quite a few applications given out for the Community Center Janitor position.  Jim Menzel cleaned this last weekend for Ken Bahr who is taking over until a replacement can be found.  Gerard Plendl has indicated that he will be unable to take care of the pop the next four weekends, so Ken Bahr will be asked to assume the job.
3. Water/Sewer – Greg attended the preconstruction meeting of the WWTF addition.
4. Streets – Clerk Maetzold reported that the County will be sealcoating Co. Rd. 23 through the City by the end of this week.
5. Parks – Concerns over site lines of the trail entrance on W. Ridge Rd was discussed.  A lilac bush is causing a hazard with children and vehicles.  The resident will be asked to trim, and the situation will be further evaluated.  Sentence to Serve is finishing spreading the mulch at the playground site.  Council Taylor and Gerry McMillan will coordinate playground completion this weekend.  The playground area will be mowed by current contract.  Satellite placement was discussed and tabled until the Council has a chance to review.  Weed spraying at the ball parks was discussed.
6. Fire Department – A Fire Report for June showed 8 calls.  A brochure was approved by the Council to be sent out to residents in the Mayer fire district asking for Volunteer Fire Department Members.
OTHER BUSINESS

· Building Permit Update – The Building Permit report for June 8th through July 8th, 2004 was reviewed.  Total permit valuation amounted to $1,810,455.36
· An Orderly Annexation meeting with Watertown Township has been set up for Wednesday, July 21, 2004.  It will be held at the Mayer Community Center at 7:00 p.m.
· City Office Filing Dates will be August 24 through September 7, 2004.

· City Administrator Contract Negotiations – The Council discussed items that Mayor Thomas could negotiate, and gave him guidance parameters so the negotiation of the Administrator’s contract can be made over the telephone.
ADJOURN

There being no further business, a MOTION was made by Council Smith with a second by Council Taylor to adjourn the meeting at 10:17 p.m.  Approved 3/0







_______________________________

                            





Gerald W. Thomas, Mayor

Attest: ______________________________

            Lois A. Maetzold, Clerk-Treasurer
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