MAYER CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – NOVEMBER 22, 2004
CALL REGULAR MEETING TO ORDER AT 7:30 P.M. BY MAYOR THOMAS

PRESENT: Mayor Thomas, Council Smith, McIntosh, Plendl and Taylor 

ABSENT: 

STAFF: Greg Kluver, Chelsea Rasmussen, Luayn Murphy and Lois Maetzold.
ALSO PRESENT: Don Wachholz, Jim McPadden, Ardell Barlau, Barb Splettstoeszer, Wayne Snow, Harley Baumann, Jeff Kohls, Gary Hittle, Chris Biehle, and Jim & Diane Buranen.
The Meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.
APPROVE AGENDA

On a motion by Council Member Plendl and seconded by Council Member Taylor the agenda was approved with the addition two additional claims and the removal of the Electronic Building Permits from the Consent agenda as noted.  Motion carried 5/0
CONSENT AGENDA

On a motion by Council Member Plendl and seconded by Council Member McIntosh to approve the following consent agenda items:

1. Approve Minutes of the November 8, 2004 Special meeting

2. Approve Minutes of the November 8, 2004 City Council Meeting

3. Approve additional claims for November 2004

4. Small Cities Grant Proposal 

5. Rescind Previous Position
6. Pay Equity Committee Report
7. Transfer of Funds from FEMA Account to General Fund
8. Overlap of Engineering Firms
Motion Carried 5/0

STAFF REPORTS
1) CITY ENGINEER
· Project Status–7th St and Ash Ave N Improvements -  A prepared written memorandum by Tim Hanson was distributed to the Council updating them on the project status of the 7th St and Ash Ave N Improvement project.  
2) PLANNING DEPARTMENT

· Landscape Requirements - It was reported that the Planning Commission is looking at revisions to non-residential landscape requirements.   If changes are made, property owners that are currently non-compliant, may ask for an amended site plan review and still meet the May 31, 2005 deadline given them earlier to become compliant.  Boulevard trees were discussed.  The trees currently along the street in the C/I Zoning district are beyond the street right of way.
· Approve Master Park Plan – Earlier this evening at a workshop, Steve Wensman of Ingraham and Associates presented the Council with a Master Park Plan for the City.  It proposed a trail system and identified areas for more neighborhood parks.  It also identified a need for another active community park in future development to the north.  The Council agreed that this document would give the City something to work toward.  On a motion by Council Member Plendl and seconded by Council Member Smith approving the Master Park Plan as presented.  Motion carried 5/0  
3) PUBLIC WORKS
· 704 Bluejay Ave Sewer Reconnection - Greg Kluver presented 2 quotes to connect the basement at 704 Bluejay Ave back to the city sewer.  It had been connected to a separate septic system for many years because of a shallow sewer line and its close proximity to an old lift station.  A need to have the line televised before connection will determine whether the old abandoned line can be used, or a new one installed.  After review a motion was made by Council Member Plendl and seconded by Council Member Taylor to approve the quote from Shawn Dalchow Excavating as presented.  Motion carried 5/0
· Grounding field for Well #2 – Because of continued lightning damage, Greg Kluver proposed the City install a new grounding field around well #2.  On a motion by Council Member Plendl and seconded by Council Member Smith to approve a quote from EIM for a not to exceed amount of $1299.00  Motion carried 5/0
· Water Tower Gate Improvements – Greg has secured a quote from Oberg Fence to retrofit the bottom of the water tower gate for security.  On a motion by Council Member Plendl and seconded by Council Member Taylor to approve the quote of $475.00 for the extra security panel.  Motion carried 5/0

DELINQUENT UTILITIES PUBLIC HEARING – 8:00 P.M. 
The regular Council meeting was adjourned to open the Public Hearing for Delinquent Utilities. 

Clerk Maetzold updated the Council on outstanding delinquent utilities.  After review, a motion was made by Council Member Plendl and seconded by Council Member McIntosh to certify four accounts to the County for delinquent utility assessment as presented.  Motion carried 5/0

On a motion by Council Member Plendl and seconded by Council Member McIntosh, the Public Hearing was adjourned and the regular Council meeting was reconvened.  Motion carried 5/0

4) CITY ADMINISTRATION
· Administrator Murphy presented a list of activities for October 23 – November 19, 2004
· City of Mayer 3rd Quarter Investment Account Information was reviewed.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

· City Property Insurance – Chris Biehle appeared before the Council to discuss the following City Insurance issues:
1) Limits of Liability – On a motion by Council Member Plendl and seconded by Council Member Smith to waive the statutory tort liability limit as recommended.  Motion Carried 5/0
2) Deductible Amounts – Mr. Biehle informed the Council that currently the City’s deductible is $250.00 per event.  He explained that the deductible amount can vary and that the City could save some money by increasing the deductible amount on major property items. On a motion by Council Member Plendl and seconded by Council Member McIntosh to increase the deductible to $1000 on building structures and major property items but to keep equipment breakdown at $250 per occurance.   Motion Carried 5/0
NEW BUSINESS:

· Liquor License Application – James & Diane Buranen Jr. appeared before the Council to request a liquor license for 421 Ash Ave N. for Off Sale, On Sale and Sunday Liquor.  They plan to do some renovations and open in approximately one month.  On a Motion by Council Member Plendl  and seconded by Council Member Taylor to approve the Liquor License Application of James & Diane Buranen Jr. for Off Sale, On Sale and Sunday Liquor pending a background investigation and receipt of Certificate of Insurance and necessary fees.  Motion Carried 5/0

· Electronic Building Permit Program  - Waldron & Associates, the City’s Building Official  is requesting the City to purchase an electronic building permit program.  Clerk Maetzold added that this is the same program that the City has budgeted for in previous years.  It is being used in several cities in the County and is working well.  It is web based, and is also used by Carver County.  It tracks properties by parcel number.  The City Planner has used this program in Norwood/Young America and Watertown, so no training would be necessary.  Administrator Murphy explained that funding for this program would come from building permit fees.  On a motion by Council Member Plendl and seconded by Council Member Smith to approve the purchase of the electronic building permit program as presented.  Motion Carried 5/0
OTHER BUSINESS/PUBLIC COMMENT
Coldwater Crossing Issues – It was decided to have City Attorney David Hubert come before the Truth in Taxation meeting on Monday November 29, 2004 to discuss Coldwater Crossing issues.
Additional Claims – A motion was made by Council Member Plendl and seconded by Council Member McIntosh to approve two additional claims: City of Watertown - $3,776.49 for Sept/Oct Planner Salary, and Maetzold Homes Inc - $450.00 for labor to paint the Fire Station ceiling.  Motion carried 5/0

ADJOURN

There being no further business, a MOTION was made by Council Member Plendl with a second by Council Member McIntosh  to adjourn the meeting at 8:50 p.m.  Motion Carried 5/0







_______________________________

                            





Gerald W. Thomas, Mayor

Attest: ______________________________

            Lois A. Maetzold, Clerk - Treasurer
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