MAYER CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – FEBRUARY 23, 2004
REGULAR MEETING CALLED TO ORDER AT 7:30 P.M. BY MAYOR THOMAS

PRESENT: Mayor Thomas, Council Smith, Taylor, Plendl and McIntosh 
ABSENT: 

ALSO PRESENT: Greg Kluver, Tim Hanson, Dave Kolstad, Jason Hanson, Jerry & Stephanie Paumen, Nicholas Drew, Bob Vinkemeier, Norville Luebke, Jason Hoese, Rod Maetzold, Don Wachholz, Emily Hedges and Clerk Maetzold. 

The Meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVE MINUTES

MOTION made by Council Smith with a second by Council Plendl to approve the minutes of the February 9, 2004 meeting as presented.  Approved 5/0

APPROVE ADDITIONAL CLAIMS FOR FEBRUARY 2004
MOTION was made by Council Plendl with a second by Council McIntosh to approve the additional claims for February 2004 as presented.   Approved 5/0 

SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

No Report
CITY ENGINEER’S REPORT

· WWTF Addition Update – Virg Muller presented the Council with a complete set of plans and specifications along with an architectural rendering of the WWTF Expansion.  He is still negotiating construction material for the buildings, block vs. steel.  Another issue brought out is the close proximity of the future development to the WWTF.  The City needs to protect themselves from any potential odor lawsuit.  It has been determined that at least one pond will need to remain for peak flows/stabilization.  Muller recommends that we wait to go out for bids until the EAW comments are in.  Muller also advised the Council that they might want to apply for the PFA Drinking Water Revolving Fund to get low interest loan money for the City’s new water treatment plant.  Tim Hansen added that the City could have trouble qualifying because improvements are the result of development.
· Water Tower Color Selection – Council informed Mr. Hanson that a color selection has been made for the new water tower.  Main base color to be “Cloud”, with the City Logo in “Black” and “Calliope”.  All paint colors picked from Tnemec Company, Inc.
· Other City Issues – Tim will investigate costs to abandon two of the wastewater ponds in the future and factor those costs in to future WAC/SAC charges.  He also updated the Council on the status of the various development additions as well as a few other city issues he continues to work on.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

· Administrator/Planner Positions – Clerk Maetzold reported that there have been 28 requests for applications for the Administrator position, with 8 returned applications.  There were 16 returned applications for the Planner position.  The Joint Supervisory Board will be interviewing four Planner applicants Monday and Tuesday March 1 & 2.  Mayor Thomas will also be conducting a drive around with the applicants during the day of each applicant’s interview.
· Approve Joint Powers Agreement – The latest draft of the Joint Powers Agreement for Hiring of Planner with the City of Watertown was reviewed.  Council Taylor recommended two grammatical changes and Council McIntosh indicated that she would like to see an addition of one Councilmember on the Joint Supervisory Board.  After discussion, a MOTION was made by Council Plendl with a second by Council McIntosh to approve the Joint Powers Agreement with the changes above mentioned.  Approved 5/0  Clerk Maetzold will contact David Hubert and the City of Watertown with the changes to the Agreement so they can review and adopt at their meeting Tuesday night.  

The regular Council meeting was recessed.
8:00 P.M. PUBLIC HEARING – PROPOSED ANNEXATION

Mayor Thomas opened the Public Hearing to consider the proposed annexation by ordinance of certain land into the corporate limits of the City of Mayer, pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Section 414.033, Subd. 2(2) and Subd. 2b, which land is described as follows: Lots 5 and 6, Block 3, Navaho Heights, Carver County, Minnesota, together with that part of 6th Street SE (formerly known as Colfax Avenue) and the alley adjoining and adjacent to said Lots 5 and 6, Block 3.  

This land is completely surrounded by the city limits, and is being brought in to clean up city maps.  The land is currently owned by Milfred Dalchow.  Mr. Dalchow has prepaid water and sewer connection charges in 2002, in anticipation of this annexation and future connection to city utilities.  

With no objections to the annexation, the Public Hearing was closed, and the regular Council meeting was reopened.
TERRY JONES, PROFESSIONAL INURANCE PROVIDERS – INSURANCE BENEFIT PACKAGES
Terry Jones, Insurance Agent for the City of Mayer, appeared before the Council to discuss group health insurance benefits.  He outlined the certain requirements that a business must comply with to be eligible to provide group health insurance benefits.  The City may set a dollar limit on insurance coverage offered employees to begin with but may enter into negotiations after that.  Clerk Maetzold will contact Cities our size along with surrounding communities to see what their policies are, so the City can set their own policy before interviews begin for the Administrator position.  The City will also need to establish hours worked per week to determine which employees must be offered insurance benefits.  The State minimum is 20 hours per week on average.  A decision will be made at the next Council meeting.
NEW BUSINESS:

· Approve Ordinance 109 – MOTION was made by Council Plendl with a second by Council McIntosh to approve Ordinance 109, the Annexation of Lots 5 & 6, Block 3, Navaho Heights.  Approved 5/0 

· Weight Restrictions – Clerk Maetzold reported that the County Attorney’s Office will be holding a meeting March 4th to discuss seasonal weight restrictions.  Their office is responsible for prosecuting overweight vehicles, and they would like Cities to discuss the consideration of granting a special permit to haulers like Waste Management to exempt their drivers from the seasonal weight restrictions.  The Council discussed posting City streets.  A MOTION was made by Council Plendl with a second by Council Taylor to grant an exemption to Waste Management to operate on our City streets during MnDOT seasonal postings.  The City will encourage Waste Management to pickup older city streets first (empty), and the new developments last.  Approved 5/0
· Public Works Director Report – Greg requested authorization to purchase UV bulbs for the WWTF, a budgeted $2,000 item, and a $250 decant pump also for the WWTF.  A MOTION was made by Council Plendl with a second by Council Smith to approve the WWTF purchases.  Approved 5/0
· Planning Commission Report – Council Plendl reported that the Planning Commission reviewed and approved Rosie Stern’s proposed business “Rosie’s Repeats” as a permitted use in the C-2 Central Business District.  She plans on opening in March and will be located in Brad Quaas’s remodeled storage building at 255 Ash Ave N. 
· Fire Department Report – Chief Maetzold appeared before the Council to request approval to purchase an air compressor as part of the FEMA grant.  He presented two quotes; North Shore - $27,418.43, and Alex Air - $28,256.58.  Chief Maetzold requested the Council to authorize the purchase from Alex Air, the higher quote, because the unit is a “Bauer” compressor, a reputable company.  The compressor from North Shore is pieced together with individual parts.   MOTION was made by Council Plendl with a second by Council Smith to approve the purchase from Alex Air for the compressor as presented.  Approved 5/0  

· Sale of Fire Department Property - The Fire Department has received a bid from Lakeview Fire Department to purchase the old air compressor and bottles.  A MOTION was made by Council Plendl with a second by Council Taylor to approve the sale of the old air compressor and bottles for the bid of $2,200 from the Lakeview Fire Department.  Approved 5/0.  

· 2004 FEMA Grant - Chief Maetzold also requested Council approval to apply for the 2004 FEMA Grant, and that the Fire Department would like to apply for a vehicle to replace the 1960 tanker.  MOTION was made by Council Plendl with a second by Council Taylor to approve the request to apply for the 2004 FEMA Grant.  Approved 5/0
· 2003 Fair Share Formula Payable 2005 – Clerk Maetzold presented the 2003 Fair Share Formula Payable 2005.  The repair of the pumper last year increased costs from previous years.  After review and discussion, a MOTION was made by Council Plendl with a second by Council Taylor to approve the 2003 Fair Share Formula Payable 2005, and to forward the document to the Contracting Townships for their approval at their annual meeting.  Approved 5/0
OTHER BUSINESS

· Office Printer – Clerk Maetzold reported that the office printer is not meeting the needs of monthly utility bills.  She had a lot of trouble with the last billing period.  An office laser printer that can be networked was discussed.  Clerk Maetzold will get prices and confer with Mayor Thomas to help decide which model would best fit Mayer’s needs.  MOTION made by Council Plendl with a second by Council Taylor to approve the purchase of an office laser printer.  Approved 5/0
· Work Night Set to Review Administrator’s Applications – The Council set March 4th at 6:30 p.m. to review Administrator’s applications.  The Council will get applications ahead of time to begin the review process, to help streamline the work night so a decision can be made to decide on applicants to be interviewed.
· Council Meeting Room – A decision was made to paint the Community Meeting room.  This room will serve as the new Council Meeting room, and the existing Council meeting room will become City Offices for the Clerk-Treasurer, Deputy Clerk –Treasurer, Planner etc.  The Clerk’s Office will become the Administrator’s Office.  Clerk Maetzold will have possible office layouts for the Council to review at the next Council meeting.  Organizations that use the Community Meeting room will need to use the upper part of the gym for their meetings when the move is made by the Council.
ADJOURN

MOTION made by Council Plendl with a second by Council Taylor to adjourn the meeting at 9:40 p.m.  Approved 5/0








_______________________________

                            





Gerald W. Thomas, Mayor

Attest: ______________________________

            Lois A. Maetzold, Clerk-Treasurer
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